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Dedicated with love 
 to all Wildcat students— 
past, present and future; 
and to the memory of 

 Andrew Green. 
 Your commanding presence 

 and joyous laugh 
 are missed every day, 

 but your legacy continues  
through the lives 
 of each student 

who had the privilege 
 to know you. 

Note to the Reader
Yo, Miss: A Graphic Look at High School is based on my experience teaching 
at John V. Lindsay Wildcat Academy, a second chance public high school 
in New York City. The students in the book are fictionalized composites.  
However, I have tried to be as true as possible to my understanding of who 
these kids are. That said, ultimately everything expressed is my opinion and 
not those of the staff, students or administration of J.V. L. Wildcat Academy.
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“The Right Rock”
kaycee eckhardt
author of Katrina’s Sandcastles:  New Hope From the Ruins of New Orleans Schools
Louisiana Charter Teacher of the Year 2009

Teaching is not a series of days, or a litany of plans, or even a series of to 
do’s and checklists and tasks, though sometimes it feels that way. Teaching is 
about the moments of gigantic success and cringing failure, the children who 
live them, and the teacher who is educator, mentor, friend, and conscience 
along the way. In these pages, all three are brought to life with humor, 
calamity, and love. 

Teaching is to watch the moments of days bump and scramble 
together at the bottom of a stream, nicking and smoothing each other, rushing 
far too quickly. Despite the speed, some stand out. Moments shimmer and 
wink brilliantly against the moving waves. Others crumble when touched, 
anticlimactic and intangible. And others should most appropriately float 
downstream and from memory, more clotted pond scum than pebble, 
unwelcome.
	 In Yo, Miss, Wilde takes our hand and draws us deep into this 
rushing current. Through her candid drawings, she provides us a glimpse 
into a world where nothing, and yet everything, is possible, and the smallest 
of successes are celebrated as defiant victories over the status quo. 
	 Wilde points out the right rocks to be turning over, uses her pen to 
suggest the places we may have missed. Look closely. More than storyline, 
these sketches reveal the details of moments shared in a time that moves by 
too quickly: a last chance high school for students society has largely written 
off. Here, horses prance between the spokes of wheelchairs, and a single 
snowflake prevents disaster. These metaphors should not be lost on us. The 
brutal realities of her environment and students do not escape scrutiny, yet 
she is able to draw them with love and the hope of redemption. 
	 Teaching—and Wilde’s book—is also about children, both their 
imperfections and their triumphs. In each of Wilde’s students there is reason 
to both cringe and smile. I find myself laughing at Danny, and aching for 
Janis, and being furious with Natalie; I shamelessy cheated, flipping to the 
end to scan the drawings: who will, in the end, make it across the coveted 
stage, diploma crunched in one proud fist? 
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	 In New Orleans, my students forged the same waters and fought 
the same demons. It is achingly clear that a system has failed these children; 
they have not failed themselves. Their determination, joy, and hope despite 
the chaos of their surroundings reminds me of what is valuable, and what is 
worth sacrifice. They are not damaged, and they are not causalities of a status 
quo gone wrong. They deserve, and fight for, lives worth living, and here 
their humanity becomes startlingly clear. In this book are brilliant examples 
of both the deficiencies of our system, and those who work for its lasting 
change. 
	 Finally, teaching is about choosing to be a teacher. Poignantly, 
Wilde uses her pen to expose both the imperfection and genius 
of her daily work. She exposes herself as flawed and desperately 
seeking answers. She struggles constantly for balance in the current, 
in ways to connect her family and art and the kids who need her most. 
	 Rather than whitewashing her challenges and ambiguity, she bares 
both for us courageously, never failing to wade forward. In her drawings, she 
smirks and scowls, hair standing on end, a fiercely committed look behind 
the squints and glasses. I get the sense that Wilde will never give up. She 
wades in the proverbial waters and yet rises above it, superimposed. 
	 Daily, teachers and students make decisions that have great 
significance. As an educator, I know too well the exhaustion of these choices,  
knowing their portents, and owning the mistakes to be made. Wilde doesn’t 
turn away from this reality by making these decisions look easy. But she 
does make all of it—the struggle, frustration, joy, panic, late nights, graphic 
organizers, fistfights and torpedoes—look worthwhile. 
	 It is the close examination of all of this being worthwhile that is at 
the heart of this adventure. Whether a failed fishing trip or the comic-agony 
of Danny—again—Wilde makes these students stand out in stark contrast to 
their often-bleak realities and situations, lines drawn towards futures rather 
than dead ends. 
	 Wilde lays bare each moment with compassion, and infuses us, 
in the end, with the sense that “at some point in life, the world’s beauty 
becomes enough.” The stream, for Wilde and her students, keeps rumbling 
along, its lives and circumstances intersect and bounce apart. And while her 
students’ trajectory is not for the faint of heart, there is more gold here than 
glitter. These children do, indeed, shine. 



   “...NOT EV�RY��I�G �HAT 
COU��S �A� BE �������, 
�ND �OT EV����HIN� ���� 
��� �� �O�����, C�U��S.” 
     RIGHT O�!

QUOTE AT�RIBUT�D �� �L���T EI�S���N

C�A�TER O��
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I TEACH �� JOHN V. LI��S�� WIL�C�� 
AC�D��Y, � PUBLIC C�ARTER HI�� ��H�OL 
IN LO��� �A���TTA�, �.�.�.

IT’� � ���O�D CHAN��
SCH��L. T�AT �E��� MANY 
OF O�R S���E��� H��E 
D�O��E� O��, BE�N  
��C�E� OU�, OR  
FLUN�ED O�� O�  
O��ER H�G� SC��OL�

 ��I�H �IG� 
 SCHOOL ��� 
YO� �RE��OU�L� 
 ATT���?

MR. S�ITH, YOU’V� FAIL�D EV�RY CLAS� FOR 
�HE PAST TWO SEMESTERS. I DON’T T�IN� 
�HIS �� T�E R���T PLACE FOR YO�. I’D L�KE  
TO SEND YOUR TRANSCRIPT TO A SC�O�L  
                   I �NO� CAL�ED WILDCAT.

�E’�� A ��H�OL ��� 
�TUDE��S �O� �HO
SC�OO� �A��’� WO����.

SOME STUDENTS ARE EVEN “REFERRED”
BY THEIR PREVIOUS SCHOOL. I� T�A� AN O�Y�OR��?

   L�T’S SE� . . .
  M� ��ST �C�O�� 
  �AS ��U���—
  �ICKE� O�T �OR
  NO�ATT��DA���.
    B��O�� T���  
      I ��� AT  
     MUR�� 
     BE��TRAU�—
     �ICKE� O��
     FO� FIG��I��.
      B��O�E  
        ���T . . .

  �EN�IFER �OSA . . .
  NOT H�RE �G�I�.

FUT��� 
WI����� 
��U�E��

WILDCAT

T�E SCH�OL
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T�E �IG�T BEFORE T�� �IRST DAY OF SC��OL

NIGHTMARES ASIDE, THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL IS ALWAYS A PLEASURE                       

C�AS� — I A� �O 
 S�R�Y... I’VE L��T 
TODAY’S �A�DOUTS...

A�D I SE�� TO 
 H�V� FORGOTTEN 
TO G�� ��ES�ED...

AT LE�S� YOU W�RE 
 ���RI�G U�DER����, 
 MO�. I T���� ���T’S 
 �R��RES�.

TRUE.

HI. WELCOME 
T� ��G�IS�... 
B�AH...              
 ����...

ENGLI�� �� 
 MY FAVORIT� 
SUB��C�.

I LOVE 
P��TRY. I WONDER 

 �HAT’S FO� 
 LU�CH.

    I CAN’T 
 BELIEVE HOW 
�ORING ���S 
I�...

HE IS 
 CUT�!

 I WANT �O BE 
� �OUR��L�S�.
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REALITY HASN’T YE� COMPLIC�TED �HIS ROU�� �F SC�O��. O� ���T FIRS� 
DAY, TH�RE IS NOT�I�G THA� WIL� �T�P T�ES� KID� ��O� AC�IEV�N� THE 
D�EA� OF GRADUA�IO�.

I CAN ALREADY SEE IT...THEY 
 ��L� MY NAM�, �Y WHOLE 
 FA�I��’S THER�, I �A�K UP 
 TO GE� �Y DI�LOMA...

            � �� GOIN� T� 
           BE THE FIRST 
    PERSON IN MY �A�ILY 
 TO GRADUATE �ROM 
  HI�� SC���L.

��A�U��ION ME��S 
    �VER��HI�� 
        �O �E.         I H�VE TO 

DO T�IS. T�ER�’S    
 N� CHOI��.

WE A�L B��I�VE IT...

DAY THRE� NA��LI�... 
R��PH�E... 
J�SMI��...
�UH—ABSE�T 
AG�I�...

HE��.

��RE.
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��� �������

    MS. WILD� 
    A.K.�. ����

  MA�E SUR� YOU �AVE �OU� 
 �I�DE�� �UT. WI�L���, T��E 
    ��UR ��� O�F, PLE�S�.

�������!

��E �I�UT�, CLAS�. 
   WIL���M, YOU 
 ���� T�E R��E�.
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AL� RIGHT, WE C�N’T 
 SPE�D A�Y MORE 
TIME O� �HIS. LE� 
M� �ET MR. �R��N.

THANKS, WIL���M. SO 
YEST�RDA� �� �AL�E� 
 ABOUT ��E SE�TI�G 
 �F...

THE PLAY�RS

    WIL���M 
 �.K.A. ��R���Z
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     WILD! 
 GUE�S �HAT?

HU�?...

   REM��B�� THE 
 A�TICLE � WRO�� FO� 
��� ����S�OP?  IT’� �OING 
TO �E� PU�LISHE� 
 I� A ONLI�E ���S�APE�.

OH, NAT�LIE—TH��’S 
W��DERFU�. I’M �O 
  PR�UD �� YOU.

  BUT WHEN I  
TOLD MY �AD, �E 
 SAI� I� �AS�’� 
 ANYT�I�G. H� 
 �I��’� EV�N WA�T 
   TO R�AD I�.
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    NAT�LIE, WHA� H� 
T�I��S DOES�’� MA�TER. 
    T�I� I� ABOUT Y��.

YEAH...

T�E PLA��RS

     NAT�LI� 
A.K.�. �S. W��TE

LU�C� �O�� �EF�—QUIC� 
���STION. �� 
Y�U ��O� WHAT’S 
 �P �IT� �AS�I�E 
     JO��S?

THER�’S NO A�S�E� O� 
HE� �OT�E�’S �U�BER, 
A�D �ASMIN�’S C��L I� 
  �IS�O��E�T��.

  OH BOY... �NE  
 MORE T�I�G— 
W�AT DO Y�U K�OW 
 A��U� �HIS �E� 
  �ID, �IL�?  H� 
   �AS � P�I� �N 
    CLA�S TODAY...

OFFICE
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AHEM!!

WHY T�E F*CK DI� 
 ��� SC�O�L �A�� �� 
  H�U�� ��� �A� I 
  �A� AB���T? YO� 
    �A�L �� P.O. ��O?* 
     WH�� IS ��IS 
    ��������?

*��O�ATION ��FI�ER. A��O�DI�G TO THE  
 �E�MS O� WI�L’� ��O��TIO�, HE �US�  
  A�TE�D SC��O�.

�EY, 
H��, 
���!

WHAT CAN I S�Y �BOU� �I��? SOME  
 �F OUR ��UDE�T� �AVE I�SU��.

WHO D�ESN’T?

   I THINK � �AVE 
 O.C.D. W�E����R � 
TA�E � �RI��, I 
 ���� TO SIP IN 
 MULTI��ES OF 
     �IV�.

�I, KYER. 
�I, �A�MO��.

�Y �A�E ISN’T 
  ������D.

�PEAKING OF I�SU��,
I TEACH FIV� CLA�SE� A D�Y, WIT� ��R�E �I��ERENT �U�RI�ULA.

ENGLISH 1 ��G��S� 3 ��GL��� 2 �NG�I�� 2 E�G���H 3

9:05 10:00 10:55 11:50 1:35

 WHO CAN 
 SUM�ARIZE 
 WH�T �� READ 
  Y�STE��AY?

   OKAY, LET’S  
  D�SCRIBE THE 
 MOT�ER’S RESPONSE 
   �O T�� NEWS.

 ALRIGHT, I WAN� 
 COMPLE��D I�TR�S  
  BY TH� ��� OF 
  ��E PERIO�.

 LET’S �ALK 
 A�OUT H�W �O 
 C�ME UP �I�� A 
 T�E�IS.

 SO �HAT D�  
 �E NOW ��O� 
 ��O�� LEO�A���?
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EACH CLAS� ��� IT� OWN DY��MI�,

��ICH OFTEN 
DEPEND� ��

THE MIX OF 
�TUD��TS,

AND EV�RY �OW ��� THE�, 
�OU G�� � MI� ��A� �A�ES ��� WONDER...

3RD PE�IO�

4T� ���IO�

  �LANCHE WA�TS 
 S�EL�A �O ��R���F.  
��A�’S ��Y �H� �OE��’� 
 LIKE ��A����.

ST��LA �OV�� 
B�A���E ��CAU�� 
OF ���IR C�ILDH�OD.

 ��A���E IS  
���R� BECAUS� 
��E HA��S ��I�G 
      A�O��.

 ��A���E IS 
TO�AL�� VIO�A�IN� 
 ����LA �Y COM��G 
  O� T� ��AN��Y.

I LOVE T�I� PLAY!

 ��A���E CA�LS  
������� AN A�IM�L 
 ��CAU�� S�E W���� 
  �T���A �O ��INK 
  �H�Y’�� BET��R 
   ��A� �IM.

�O ��AT DO YOU ��I�K 
ABOUT THE �E�A�IO���IP 
BET���� ��ANCH� A�D 
���L�A?

SO WHA� D� YOU ��INK 
AB�U� T�� �E�A�IO�S�I� 
B��W�E� ��A��H� AN� 
S���L�?

YO, MIS�—
��EN IS 
�I�T�R 
B��A�?

  �I�D, DI� YOU �E� 
 �H� S�O�Y �N ��� 
  �EW� ABO�T ��� GUY 
     A�D ��� ��A��?

ANYO�E 
GOT �UM?

I �A�� THI� PLAY!

WHO’S 
�LA���E?

I GO��A’ G� TO  
T�E �ATHRO�M.

I HAVE A 
�E�D�CH�...
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AWAY  
T�O 
MINU�ES 
A� C�PIER 
BE�AU�� 
80% OF 
ST�DE�TS 
�I� �O� 
��T HA��-
O��S IN 
T�EI� 
�OLD�RS 
 A�� 
 �E�CE 
 DO ��T 
 HAV� 
 �HEM.

      YO, 
SNOWFLAKE!

MY GU�CIS ARE PO��IN’ 
�� �RAD�� ��� T�����’ 
�� BE��A�I�S ��� DR�P���’ 
�� LIFE IS A�L SHO����’

BO�M CHI 
��O� ��� 
�O��... BOP ���

BAP ���

Z���Z...

  MOVE 
YOUR DESK!

    I    
WAS HER� 
  FIR�T!

MY SIXTH PERIOD

MY SISTA’, WHY 
DON’T YOU GIVE A 
BRO���’ YOUR 
  NUMB�’?



                                                                                                                  21



22

‘QUE�NA—
GOT CHA�G� 
F�R A $10?

  BYE, 
S�OWY.

DI� ��� S�E?  �H�’� 
GOT ��� RE� �PO�S.

E�� OF �HE DAY

 MS. 
WILD...

JASMIN�! 
WHERE �AV� 
 YOU B�E�?

��. �I��, I  
BE�N SICK.

I’M SO HA�P� 
 T� �E� �O�

THE PLA���S

    ��S�I�E 
A.K.�. �.I.�.
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MY �AD 

H�TES  

   �
�.

  I WAS IN 

THE �O�PITAL 

   FOR �E� 

    DAYS...

   YO� H�O! 

 �OM! CA� 

 YOU HELP �� 

 WIT� MA�H?

MO�...Y�U A�L 
RIGHT?

HU�?

  THAT’LL 
 TEACH HIM 
 TO CALL ME 
 SNOWFLAKE.

    BUT WAIT! 
 I DI��’� CHO�SE 
 TH�� PROFE�SI�N 
 �E�AUSE IT WAS E�SY. 
  RE������, I AM ��� 
 ADULT IN �HE R�O�.

     PLEAS�  
SNOWFLAK�— 
I ME�� MS. 
 WILD—� 
 PRO�ISE TO  
   B�HAVE...

   ���� Y�U  
     P�LL ME 
    �� �O�?

   MS. WI�D! 
   HE�LO?!!

 TO 

  BE 

GRAD��
 DI�T� 

  L
AUND��

 PAY  BIL�S

 CO�K    �IN�ER

CHANGE 

��T 

 BOXYOU NEV�R 
CAL� ME. 

���L �OTHE�

      G
LAS� 

    O
F WINE 

��TH �USB��D

READ A BOOK

ECON�MY 

POLIT��S

401-K
WAR

   GLOBAL 

W���I��

WALK IN T�E P�R�

  WIN LO�T�  

     A
�D QUI� 

   �E�CHI�G



C�A�TER �WO 

DAM� �HE �O����OES! 
  FU�L ���E� �H�A�.

“WE LOST BECAUS� �� ���D OURSE�VE� �� L��T.”
                                 ��O  �����OY
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TH� NEXT DAY

     HE�, 
 S�OWFL�KE!

 GO�D 
MOR�I�G, 
 �AN��.

���NI��, LISA. 
  YOU O�A�?

WHY? DOE� IT 
LO�� �I�� I’� 
NO� O�AY?

3RD PERIOD
     BEFOR� Y�U WRITE �O�R ���  
    POE�S, I �A�T ��� �O ��A� 
      �OME �OET�� �Y OTHER 
       �IL�CA� STU�EN��.

    �IL�, �A� YO� HE�P 
 ME W��� ��U’R� �ON� 
 �IT� ���ON�?

������— 
 THEY ARE 
 NO� AL� 
S�UPID. �OW 
 MA�� �I� 
 YO� RE��?
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I READ ONE, 
 ��� IT W�S 
 ��UP��.

  HEY, 
WA�T � 
�I��U�?

 �IL�, STE� 
�U� IF �OU 
 �A�� T�.

YO, THES� 
P��MS AR� 
 BO�ING, 
  RI�HT?

  �O, I T�INK 
T�E�’RE MAD 
 ����.

O�A�, EV�R�ON�. PIC� ��U� 
 F�V�RIT� POEM, W�I�� � 
���AGR��H �B�U� ��Y YOU 
LI�� I�, A�D �� RE�DY �O 
 ����� �IT� �H� CL�S�.

�HA�?

LUNCH
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SNOWY, H�W’S  
  IT GOI��?

M�. �ILD, �OU  
�������’T �E� 
�I� �P�AK �O ��� 
T��� ���. �T’� 
��S�E���C�FU�.

I’L� �A�E 
 ���� O� ��.

MA�� W�Y 
 FOR BIG 
 DIES�L.

I’� AL�OST D��E 
 ���ING �P THE  
W�R� I OWE Y�U.

T�A�’S ��EA�.

BUT I’M �OI�� T� �E 
A�S��� T��OR�OW. I H�V� 
� ��C�O�’S ��P�I��M�NT.

 J��MI�E, �F YOU ���P  
 MI����G SCH�OL— 
 �VE� �F YOU H�V� AN 
 ��CU��—���’RE �OT 
 G�I�� TO PA�� A�� 
  ���� C��S��S.

...I KNOW.

     ��. �IL�— 
   � HAVE TO B� 
 DON� �Y �U��. 
   � TUR� 21 I� 
         MAY!

IN �EW YORK STA�E � ��UD��� M��T 
FUL�I�� ��L �H� �EQ�I���E��S �O� 
 �IS OR �ER �IGH �CH�OL DIPLO�� BY 
 �H� �N� O� T�� SCHOOL YEAR I� 
 W�I�� HE �� S�� �U��� 21. O����WIS�, 
HI� �� �E� O�LY A����N��IV� IS � G.�.D., 
 W�ICH IS �O� �E�� AS V��UABL� �S � 
 �.�. �I����A.

WE �A�E TO �AL� �O�!  �A� 
�OU� �UN�H A�� ��E� M� I� 
�Y R�OM IN F�VE �I����S. 
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�O Y�U WA�T �O ��OW �ASMINE’S �TO�Y? ��� �HE’� 20 �ND STI�L I� �IGH SC��OL?
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TO GE� A DI�LOM� FR�M W�L����, A S�U���� N�E�S 44 ������IED 

 CR��I�� (��GH� ENGL�S�, ��� M���, �I� ���E�CE, �T�.) AN� � 

 P�S���G ���RE O� T�� ��V� M�I� �TA�� R�G���S �E��S.

SOR�Y TO D� THI� WHILE I �AT.

NO, ��U GO�TA’ E��.

S� HOW MANY CRE�IT� 
  �� �OU ��V�?

30, I T�I�K.

���T REGE�TS H�VE YOU PA����?

MATH �ND �.�.

��S�INE—YOU CA� FI�IS� B� JUN�!

I’� GO�NA’ DO IT.

��� HA�� TO ���S �V�R� CLA�S...

 �Y FAMIL� IS �OING TO �IVE 
 �� SO �AN� PR�SENTS WH�N 
  I �ET M� DIPLO�A.

AND YOU �AVE TO �ASS T�R�E �O�E ��G�NTS. 
  WHER�’�E YOU LIV�NG T��SE �A�S?

MY AUNT’S I� QUE��S.
HOW L�NG CA� ��� ST�� THER�?

UNTIL SHE KIC�� ME OUT. WHA� 
 �I�D OF �A��WICH I� ��A�?

CO�LARDS �N� �HE����.

...SOUN�� I�TER���I�G.
 YOU CAN H�VE  
THE O�H�R ��LF. 
  ��S�IN�, YOU  
  C�N DO T�IS!

     I’M GO�NA’ DO 
      �T, MS. WILD! 
     �’�L S�I� THE  
 �A�DWIC�, THOU��.
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T�IS CLA�SR��M �E����QUE �S INS���ED B� �A��, A MU�T�-A��E� �IN�� GO�E��, WH� IS 
F��G�TEN��G, BUT WI�� �H� ��A�� OF A �OT���.

JAS, BEFOR� Y�U L�AV�,  
D� YOU ��OW �HY �IL� 
 �AS C�YI�G I� �L��S?

  YEA�. H� S�ID  
TH�T PO�M “G-�OP�” 
 R��IN��� �IM O� 
  �I� ��D. 

I GOT �HIS.

�A���, �ROM ��W ON, 
Y�U’RE SI�TI�G ��E��.

KYER—NO 
�ATING I� 
CLA�S!

  TY�O�E, ��U �AV�  
ON� S�CO�D �O �UR� 
 �F� T��� P�ON� ��D 
  HA�� I� �� M�.

��N��, T�A� IS �O� �HE 
 DUMMY’� �EA�. �IT��NG  
�HERE W�LL HELP YOU 
 PAY ��TEN��ON. S� �I�!

 SHAQU�EN�,  
LOS� T�� ��T.

�A���IE—I� NAY O� T�E 
�ADPHON�S �A�.

�EO���A, ��� 
MI�RO� STAY� IN 
YO�� PUR�E. 

LUNCH IS OVER, AND NOW IT’S SIXTH PERIOD— 
 “THE CLASS FROM HELL”
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   NO WAY,  
S���FL�KE.

O�A�, THE� I’M 
G�I�� �O HAVE �O 
�E� �R. ���EN.

...HA����..

DA���, �UST 
SI� �O�N.

����� BLAH 
���� ����

...�NUC�LEH�A�

���NY!
  �����—I’�  
   �OT S�T�I�G 
 THER�. NO���O.

THE PLAY�RS

      ����� 
A.K.�. BIG DIES�L

BUT GRE�N...

...WAS�E OU� 
   TIM�...

��� �����...

AL� �IGHT, 
WHO CAN 
�E������ 
��AT OU� 
LAS� �OPIC 
  ���?

WE ��R� TALKING ABOU� RIGH�S 
��D GOV�R��EN�, ��D YOU S�I� 
P�OPL� �ON’T HAV� ���Y �IGH�� I� � 
�IC�A�OR�HIP—LIKE THIS CL��S, �IGH�?

GOOD O��, �ALPHI�. 
NOW, �HO C�� 
�XPL�I� �HY �HI� 
�L��� IS�’� READY 
  TO B� � 
  ��MO�R��Y?



32

WIL� SAID THE PO�M 
 “G-����” R��IN��� 
 �I� OF  �I� FAT�ER.

�-PO�S (MY DA��Y)
B� C���IE D���I�

�� VOICE CRA�KS 

 LI�� �H��T���D G���S 

�S ��U� NA�� 

F��W� �ROM �Y �OU�� 

�I�E � B�AUTIFU� S��G.

I� �U�T�, 

���R� ���L ��OM �Y FA��

�S � �U�E� ������ 

 ��T��S MY �EAR�.

I ���� �OU, ���DY...

UNTI� W� ��E� ��AI�.

WILDCAT’� PR�N����L S�Y� EV���  
  STU���� H�� A ���SO� FOR  
   BE��G �� ��I� ���T�CULAR ���� 
    OF �C�O�L, �V�N �F �� I��’T 
      RECOG��Z�BL� �T F��S�. �  
       ��I�K �H� ��M� STA�E��N� 
          ���LI�� TO ���F�. � C��� 
           TO ��L�CA� AT ���-LIF�— 
             � C����R-C���GE� A�D 
               N�W �OT��R. �H� BES� 
                 �XPL���T�ON � C�� GIV� 
                   FO� ��I� ��AM���C 
                     ����CH �S T��T �Y 
                       �N�����L CO�PA�S 
                         W�S �O����G 
                           OV�RTIME TO 
                             G�T �E BACK 
                               TO � LIF�  
                                 �H�T W��  
                                   �O�E �RU� 
                                     �O �HO 
                                       � �EA�LY 
                                         ��.

  SEE YOU 
TOMORROW, 
   PAT.

 BYE, 
LISA
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I COM�UTE �� �HE SC�O�L 
FR�� BR�OKLYN. 
� �A�� TH� � ��AI�, 
W�ICH ��AVELS ABOVE G��U�D 
�OR A ��W ���PS 
�� �TS WAY I��O �HE C��Y.
W�E� TH� ��AIN 
F��S� GOES �U�����,
THE VI��A �AK�S YOUR B��AT� AWAY— 
��� �OR�Z�N �I�E OPE�. 
�N BAD �AYS,
I�’S �HI� V�EW T�A�  
G��� �E ���OUG�, 
������ING M� 
OF �H� IN�I���E 
P�S�IB�L��Y 
THA� LI�� HOL�� 
 
�O� �Y S�UD�N�� 
 
AND ���ELF.

THEN, AFTER ��� WO�LD HA� OP����, ��� F �OL�� B�CK �� I�SEL� 
��D �E ��TURN, �O� A �IM�, �� T�E ��R���S�.
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THEN, AFTER ��� WO�LD HA� OP����, ��� F �OL�� B�CK �� I�SEL� 
��D �E ��TURN, �O� A �IM�, �� T�E ��R���S�.

3RD PERIO�— LATE� �H�� W��K

 O�AY—T����’S 
��E BIG ��Y. W�O 
�A��� �O �� ��� 
FI��T P�R�O� �� 
�E�D �H�IR 
    PO��?

I �O.   I’� NOT 
�EA�I�� M� 
    ����.

   AHEM...I�’S CA����... 
����...”LIF� AN� TI��S O� 
YOU�G RE��I���O�.”*

�EL� I�, WI�L.

    ��E�..... 
GROWING UP, HE ��V�R K��� 
   WHAT �� WAS �OI�G, 
   BUT NO� I�’S AL� �� K�O�S. 
DA� �EV�� �OLD �IM 
   TO �� HIS �O��W��K.

*POE� �RI�TE� BY �����L B�AM�L�, �ILDCAT GR�DU�TE. USED WITH PERMISSION.

SHAKE SHAKE
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�AD TOL� HIM �� SI� ON ��E �T�OP, 

    �
��� �URE I�’S T�� 

    ���
 ���’� �AKE �O C��NG�. 

 A GR�W�-��S ��� N�VER GOT PI�CH��, 

   BUT HIS NAME W�� IN T�� ��R��T�  
   LIKE T�� BL�CK AND W�I�� LIN�S. 
WH�N ��� FED� C�M�, 
    �E JUMPED �OWN SOUT�, 

     AN� LEFT FIV� K��S ��D A SPOU��. 

��� H�D O���R�, ��V�R WAN��� �HEM TO FIG�T, 

    BU� ��� W�Y �H� BOY FE�LS, 

         HE JUST �IG��.
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         �LEV�N Y�ARS O�D, 
  WATCHI�G FAMI�Y ��OK I� UP. 
        AS� ��Y. 
 �EL�, ��� �O BI�DS F�Y? 
        OR W�� 
        �� �EO��E �IE?

AOW� 
 �I��!

YE – AH!

  NO LIE. 
THAT W�S 
  �O�!

 �HAT’S MY  
�A�S, KE�PI�’ 
     I� R��L.

GO, STR�E�Z!
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��A�TER �����

 GIVI�� U� 

�AR�IN� 
 LOT

    U.�. 
HI�TO�Y

�OU’�E 
D�ING 
�REAT.

 GLOBAL 
HIST�R�

 POINT 
   �F 
�O RETU��

MATH

CHEMIS��Y

�N�LIS�
  CO�GRA��L�TI�NS 
ON  BEI�G  ADMI�TED 
     T� W�LD���.

   CIR�LE 
     OF 
��N�USION

“HER�’S TO ��� C�AZY ONE�, THE MISFI�S, ��� ��B�LS, 
 T�� ��OUBLE�A��RS, �H� �OUND PEGS IN ��� SQUAR� 
 HOLES...T�E ON�S WHO S�E ��INGS DIF��RENTLY— 
 ����’R� NOT FOND OF RULES.”

                               JACK  KEROU��

W
RONG 

  W
AY
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A SE�����R �LW�Y� �AS IT� PHAS��, TH� BEGI��I��

      IS WHEN T�� 
       �UL�S A�D  
         ���EC�A– 
          �IO�S 
           �A�� 
           �O B�

I LOVED T�A� S��RY.  
 �OU G�T MORE LIK� 
           ��AT?.

WI�� NAT�LIE

���IS
�����

������� �A���IE

COUL� ��� 
HE�� M� B� A 
��T�ER W�I�ER? 
 I �AN� TO ��IT� 
  A S�ORY A�OU� 
   MY �IF�.

    S�O�Y, ��I� �� T�E 
 B��T D�SK I� TH� RO�M 
—LOT� �F �PACE, A 
 VI�W �UT �H� �I�DOW, 
 A�D I GOT C�NTROL 
 �� TH� �EAT��.

        ���MINE, YOU 
 WER� ABS�NT �HR�E 
 TI�ES LAS� ���K. 
�O� G�OD...

 �S. �IL�, I  
TOL� YOU—�  
���’� WRI�E.

     I’M GET�ING  
    PU�L�S�E�  
  O�L�NE AG�I�.

               �STA�LI���D. 
               BUT �H�N A 
              POI�� C�ME� 
          W��� YOU ��GI� �� 
       F�EL TH� �O���TU�. 
        WOR� IS A�PEARING 
                 I� TH� 
               �OL��R�. 
                     I’M 
                  GET�I�G 
                     �O 
                    ��O� 
                     �H� 
                 ��UD��TS. 
                  �HEY’RE 
           ���TING TO ����
  ME. I�’� �AP���I�G. �OTHING’� 
       ��RF�C�, BU� �HA�’� TO 
              BE ����CT��. 
                 A�D I�’S A� 
                    ��I� 
                   �OI�� 
                   EV��Y 
                    FAL� 
                   T�A� I 
              TA�� O�E �� 
               MY CLA�S�� 
                 �I��IN�.
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�I���AT IS ONE BL�CK FROM TH� HU���� �IV��, �U� 

 �O�� OF �UR ��U�E��S �OU�D�’T �EL� Y�U �H� 

 RIV��’S NA��. �P�PC*  �U�� A �I�HI�G P�OG�A� 

 �HER�. TH�Y PROVI�� P��E�, ��I�, �� ���A�ED �AN� 

 �O� TH� �A�CH-�ND-���E�S�, AND I�’� �T��F�D BY 

 E�P�RI��CE� ��G���� WHO �EACH TH� ��� �F 

 �ISHI�G, �LONG WITH ��M� HIS�ORY OF THE �IV�R. 

 �H� �I�� G�� ���SH AIR. I G�� �N ��S�Y. 

 WHAT �OULD BE B��?

UNFORTU�ATE�Y, �HE O�L� SL�T I C��LD GE� T�I� 
YEAR WAS W��� � �AD “�Y C�A�S FRO� H�L�.”

FISHI�G? WHAT ��E...?

   OKAY, ����...IF ��U GU�S 
 D�N’T W��� �O G�, I’L� M��E 
 AR��N������S TO ��K� 
     �NOT�ER CLA�S.

I’� �O� 
 G�IN�.

I DO�’� �O 
 ��A� WORM 
   �����.

 �IS�IN�!  �OW 
C�ME WE N�VE� DO 
 A�YTHI�� ��OD?

* BAT�ERY P�R� CIT� ���K �ONSE�V����

WAIT A SECOND, 
 MS. �ILDE. I’M 
PUERTO RICA� 
 A�D YOU K�O� 
I KNO� HO� TO 
 ����. I �A�T 
 TO GO!

 �EY—I’M �U�RTO 
 �I�A�, TO� AN� 
 NOB��Y �����S 
 B�T�E� T�A� M�.

 YO—I’� 100% �L�C� 
 ��D �’� �FR�I� OF 
 ��TER, BU� I �E� � ��� 
 �ATCH MO�E �I�H 
 TH�� �L� �’�A’!



                                                                                                                  41

‘SCU�E YOU, BUT I’M AFRIC�N 
 ��ERICA�, DO�I�IC��, 
 PAN����I��, ��� N��IVE 
 ��ERIC��, �N� I GO� T�IS 
 FIS�I�G, SO JUST CHIL�.

 BYE, 
SNOW.

 WAIT! ARE �� GOIN� 
 FIS�I�� O� ��T?

HEL�, 
Y�A�!

MS. WILDE 
—CA� �� 
  TAL�?

THIS FIS�ING TRIP 
—IS I� W�EEL��AI� 
 AC�ES�IBLE?

BECAUS� O�� TIM� WHE� I 
 �AS I� GRAD� SCHO�L, �� 
��NT O� A CLAS� TRIP 
            BY SUB�AY

AND THE ST�TION DI��’T 
    H�V� �� �L�VA�OR,

SO I HAD T� �O B�CK  
T� �CHO�L �ND �PE�D 
 THE �F��R�O�� IN �HE 
 PRI�CIPAL’� OF�ICE. I� 
 W�S HOR�IBLE, ��D I’M 
 �OT D�IN� TH�T �GAI�.

 WO�. N�, THIS �RIP I� �O  
�R�BL�M. �E’R� GOI�G 
 �IG�� AC��S� ��� �T�E��.

GREAT. ���� 
 I’� IN �H��� 
LI�� SWI��EA�.

JANIS, HOW L��G  
�AVE YOU BE�� 
 FIS�I��?

SINCE I WAS 
LIT���. MY D�� 
 US�� �O ��K� 
  �� EV�RY  
   W�EK-���.

THA� SOUND� 
RE�L�Y �ICE.

I GUE��.  
 MY D��’S A 
 B����R�, 
 �U� HE’� � 
  GO�� 
  FI��E��A�.
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DAY OF THE �IS�ING TRIP

 RE�IND �E WHY 
 I AGR�E� TO D� 
   T�IS.

 SHAQUE���—H�R�.  
��LP�IE—���E. 
  W�E�E’S ��NIS???

 MS. 
WILDE!

 MS. WILDE—YOU H�V� TO 
TA�� M�. I LOVE FIS�IN�.

N�T�LI�...
PLE�S�...

    O���...  
  �S� YOUR 
 T��C�ER 
 AND DON’� 
  ��LL 
 �NYON� I’� 
  L�T�IN� 
   ��U GO.

 �I��— 
I �A�NA’ 
 GO.

���� �� 
TO�!

����LIE, CO�� O�. 
W�’R� L��E.

  IT’S LIKE 
 HERDING CATS. 

   I WOND�R �HAT  
 ��P���E� TO ���IS. 
S�� R��L�Y ������ 
  �O C�ME.

SNOWFLAKE..

FIVE MINUTES LA�ER
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WEL�OME TO BPC��’S 
FI�HING PROGRA�...

     ...FOR YOU� 
 �AIT �OU’�L �E 
 USIN� CU� �� 
 BLO�D WORMS...

�L�O� �O���! 
I THI�K �’M  
 GOIN� T� BE 
  SIC�...

   I’�L �IV� �HE�  
O�� ��RE ��A���. 
�THE�WISE, �E’�� 
  GO BACK TO 
   SC��OL.

YE��, ���AUSE I 
 C��’T DO �HIS IF 
��EY �ON’T �A�  
    AT����IO�

I’� TA�ING 
�A���IE. SH� 
  F�E�� LIK� 
  ��E’S �OI�G 
   �O T�R�W 
        UP.

   G
IVE THE FIS��R 

MAN  SOME�E�P�CT!

AT ��E RIVE�



44

FIS�I�G ��A��

ANGELS

 T�AN�S, 

   D���Y
A�� �IME, 
SNOWFLAK�.

O�AY, GET A POLE 
A�� �ON’T SWIN� 
THE �O�K �ROU��.

WA�CH 

   IT
!

  EW��W... I’M NOT �OUCHI�G   ��AT.

FIRST  O�E.

     NO,  
THIRTE��.

TWELVE?

SMILE!

SO VAT� GOIN� 

�� HE��?

TOU�IS�

���?

IT’S A C��C� 

AND REALIZE 

  FISHI�G  

 P�OGRAM.

IT MEANS WHE� YOU CA��� � FIS�, ��� ����I�� IT 
 S�OULD GO 
BAC� IN 
 THE 
WA��R.

HEY— 

 S��� 

 I��’T 

EV�RY– 

THING.

 OH MY 
GOD—I 
 ��T A 
 S�AR�!

LEO���A GOT � 
 BO�T. HA������ 
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 WHAT � �ICE 
 GROUP OF KIDS. �U�.
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BACK AT SCHO�L

  I’M CAL�ING  ���IS. 
 I DO�’T ��OW �HY 
 S�E �I�SED ��E 
       FI��ING �RIP.

OH...

...I AM STIL� �O UPSE�. YOU �N�W HO� 
 �UC� I �����D �� GO FI��I��. �� 
 �CC�S�-�-RI�� �A� �UPPOSE� T� PIC� 
 �� UP �� 8:00. W��L, I ��I��� ��D 
 �AITED ��� ���Y ��V�� ��O�E�. N�W 
 I�’S 9:00 ��� I’� ����, �� I D�CI�� �O 
 TA�� ��� BUS. I GO �O ��E �U� STOP 
 �ND FOUR �U��� P��S ME. �Y N�W I�’� 
   9:45, ��� I �U�� WE�� HO��.

SOMETI��� I�’� JU�� �O� 
 �UCH, ��. WILD�. B��.

 I FE�L SO BAD �H� 
 MI���� T�E �RIP.  
 ���R�’S GO� TO B� 
 �O�E��I�G I CAN 
   DO FOR H��.

YEAH.

A� HOME TH�� EV��I�G
...THA� W�S � REPO�� BY ��DIO ��O�IE*  
RE�O��ER JUAN �VIL�, � SE�IO� A� F.D.�. 
 HIG� SC��OL...

I THIN� WE MIGH� �EED A �EW 
 �OILE�. I CA�’T S�OP I� FROM 
  LEA�ING.

  I DO�’�  
THI�K SHE’S  
LIS�E�ING.

*�A�IO R�O�IES I� � P�OGR�M SPO�SO��D BY �U�LIC ��DI� THA� GIVES �E�NS �H� 
OP����U�ITY �O C����� �HEI� OW� R�DI� STORY.
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* DANNY HAS ADHD—ATTENTION DEFICIT HYPERACTIVITY DISORDER, THUS HE HAS TROUBLE 
STAYING FOCUSED AND HE GETS HYPER EASILY.

THE NEXT DAY

6TH PERIOD

 JANIS!  I’M SO GLAD 
 TO SEE YOU. I HAVE THIS 
GREAT IDEA. THERE’S ��I� 
  PROGRAM CAL�ED RADIO  
 �OOKIES A�D I WANT YOU 
   TO AP�LY. WE CA�...

  WO �� �O!  MS. WILDE, IT’S  
 NOT EVEN 9:00. HOW �ANY CUPS  
 OF COFFEE DID YOU HAVE THIS  
      MORNI�G?

     SORRY...

 YOU KNOW WHAT I’M  
LOO�ING FOR—GO�D 
 �ESCRIPTIVE W�ITING... 
 BLAH...����...����... 
 THE FINAL DR��T O� 
 YOUR �ISHING E�SAY IS 
  DUE MO�DAY.

DAN�Y*

WHAT!!!                      WE HAVE 
TO �RITE AN ES�AY?!

   MS. WILDE—I KNOW I’M  
SUP�OSED TO BE �OR�ING  
 ON THE RADIO ROOKIES 
 APPLICATION, BUT I’M 
 CONFUSED ABOUT IT.

   I’D BE HAPPY 
 TO HELP YOU 
 FIGURE IT OUT.

SNOWFLAKE 
—I DON’T 
GET IT.

   DAN�Y—WHE� �OU 
 GET ��T OF MY CHAIR, 
 I WIL� HE�P �O�. 
  BRIAN—G�EAT IDEA 
  TO HELP JA�IS. 
  RALPHIE—LOOKING 
     GOOD.

   ANOTHER 
 PIECE OF 
PAPER PLEASE.
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THE PLAYERS

JANIS 
A.K.A. SPEEDY

THE PLAYERS

RALPHIE 
A.K.A. �ESCADOR

  I AM SO P�YCHED ABOUT 
 RADIO ��OKIES. �H MY GOD, 
 I HOPE I GET �ICKED. I HAVE 
 SO �ANY THI�GS I �A�T TO 
 �AY TO PEOPLE ABOUT LIFE 
  IN A WHEELCHAIR. HO� 
   SOON DO WE FI�D OUT?

 I THINK AL� �EACH�RS N��D 
�O F�EL LIKE H�RO�S �VE�Y 
 NOW AND THEN. FO� ME THIS 
 WAS ONE OF �HOSE DAYS.

THIS IS �HE FIR�� ES�AY 
 I’V� WRIT��N SINC� 
 SIXTH G�ADE—WHEN 
 MY A���OL� T�AC�ER 
 HELD MY PA�ER IN 
 FRO�T O� THE W�OL� 
 CLAS� AND CA�LE� 
 ME STUPI� BE�AUS� 
 I �PE�LED A WOR� 
 �RONG. BUT I REA�LY 
 LIKE THE FIS�ING TRIP, 
 SO I �ECI�ED TO WRI�E 
    ABOUT I�.
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5:00—THE  SA�E  D�Y. I’� �U�T  GE��I��  REA��  TO  ��  �O��.

MS. WIL��— 
YOU BU��?

�O, NAT��I�. 
���� CA� � 
D� FOR Y�U?

I’M PREGNA�T.

IT’S ALWAYS A �HOCK W�EN A 
 S�UDE�T �E�LS YOU �HE’S 
PREG�A��. AN� ����...�HE�� AR� 
 ��L T�E QUESTION�.

MS. WILDE— 
 �’� �CAR��...
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LUBA AND I HAVE BE�N TEACHING �OGE��ER FOR OVER TWELVE YEARS. I� 
HELPS QUITE A BIT �O BE ABLE TO SHARE T�INGS A�OU� THE S�UDE�TS.

 MONDAYS I FE�L GREAT. 
TUESDAYS I’� OKAY. BY 
 THURSDAY I WA�T TO 
    LAY �Y HEA� ON �HE 
                TRACKS.

 LUBA—I HAVE TO TEL� 
 YOU SOMET�ING A�D YOU 
 CA�’T ���L ��YO�E.

 MY LIPS ARE 
 SE�LED.

NAT�LIE’S PREG�ANT.

 OH MY GOD...NO W�NDER 
 T�E FIS�I�G MADE HE� 
       SICK.

  HER DUE �ATE’S � W�EK 
BEFOR� THE JU�E R�G��TS.

OH BOY... DO YOU THINK IT WIL� 
   AF�ECT HER GRADUATING?

I DON’T K�OW.

SHE’S SUC� A BRIG�T GIRL. S�E 
    NE�DS TO G� TO CO�L�GE.

YEAH... OH BOY.
OH BOY...

SHE DOES.



                                                                                                                  51

�R��UATIO� 
�����DO��

MI�TE��S



��A�TER FOU�

“THER� IS NO��I�G �O �T���� �� �AFE I� A�  
��E�GE�CY O� LI�E A� ��� ��MPLE TRU�H.”

                       �HARLES DIC����
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      IT IS JUST ABOU� �IME FOR �ID�ER�S, THE FIRS� P�OG�E�S 
    REPO���, AND OPE� SCHO�L �IGHT. I �AVE OVER 110 STUDE���  
   O� MY �OSTER, A�D IF I’VE BE�N PAYING A�TEN�IO�, I SHOULD KNOW  
   SO�ETHING  A�OUT EACH OF TH�M AND A LO� AB�UT ���T OF THEM. 

  NOW I �ANT TO SE� IF YOU’VE BEEN PAYI�G AT�ENTIO�.
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 IN THIRD PERIOD WE’VE JUST FI�IS�ED READI�G  
 OEDI�US A�� ARE HAVI�G OUR �INAL DISCU��IO�  
 BEFORE T�E STUDE��S WRITE T��IR ES�AY.

YO, MIS�— 
 ��U �EAN  
  ABO�T 
   OEDIPUS?

DUH��...

    WIL�, COULD YOU EI�HER TAKE YOUR BEADS OF� 
OR PU� THEM UNDER ���� SHI��?* ��AN�S. SO LE�’S 
 �AL� ABOUT W�A� WE ��I�K T�IS PLAY IS SAYI�G 
   ABOUT OUR RELA�IO�S�IP �O ��UTH? 

I THINK ��E PLAY S�OWS 
 HOW EASY I� IS �O BE BLI�D 
 �O ��� �RUTH. OEDIPUS 
 SPE�T �HE W�OLE PLAY �O� 
  SEEING W�AT WAS RIGH� 
   IN FRO�� OF �IS �ACE.

ABSOLUTELY. BUT HE WAS  
TRYING TO SAVE T�EBES, �O 
 WHY �AS IT �O �ARD FOR 
 �IM TO SE� THE TRU�H?

  T�E �RU�� WAS �OO HOR�IBLE. 
  �HAT’S W�Y HE COULD�’� SE� IT. I 
 MEAN, HE DID KILL HIS FA��E� A�D 
 �AR�Y �IS �OT�E�.

SO D� YOU T�INK HE 
CHOSE �OT T� S�� 
T�E TRUT�, OR WAS 
 �� U�ABLE TO S�E 
             IT?

  BUT HE WAS ALSO A GUY  
W�O HAD EVERY��ING— 
 MO�EY, POWER, RES�ECT.  
 SEEI�G ��E �RUTH MEA�� 
    LOSING IT AL�.

*WIL�’S BEADS �IGNAL HIS GA�� AF�ILIATION. WE �ORK  HARD TO ���P ���� IS�UE� 
�UT �F OUR SC��OL. I �OPE T�ERE IS�’T A REASO� �HY �ILL DECI��� TO �LASH �I� 
BEADS TODAY.
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    I THINK �E C�OSE ��T �O S�E IT, BU� I DON’T 
        THINK IT MA�TER� �E�AU�E H� WAS THE 
  C�R�UPTIO� ��ETH�R �E AD�I�TED I� OR N�T, 
   A�� THE�E WE�E CO�SEQU�N�ES TO �HEBES. 

  BUT �ECAUSE HE A�CEPTED 
 THE �RUT� IN T�E �N�, HE 
 SAVED T�E�E�. �E CHOSE 
 TO GI�E ��ER�T�IN� UP 
   �� SAV� HIS CITY.

   YEAH, OEDIPUS COUL��’T �S�APE 
 �IS FATE �� KI�LING �IS �OPS AN� 
 MAR�YING HIS �O�S, BUT �HE ME�S I� 
 THE��S WAS ��� ME�S AND �� �A�NED 
    UP A�� T�OK RESPO�SI�ILITY.

THE PLAY SHOW� 
US ��AT ���ET�ING 
 B�D IS REA�LY 
 HAR� TO ��CE�T.

BUT �Y A�CEPTING 
 �HE �AD TRU��, 
 O�DI�US BE�AME A 
 ��UE LE�D�R.

  I CAN’T BELI�VE H� 
 �AD FOUR KI�S WIT� 
     HIS �OM�.

THIS �� GREA�! 
SO ��W �OULD 
 �E D�FINE 
 A TRUE L�A�E�?
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    INCREDIBLE, CLA�S!  
����M���—THE ��� 
OF ��� �ARKI�G PERIOD’S 
   �ONDAY.

  MS. WILD—I’VE GOT  
AL� �Y �IS�ING �ORK. 
  EVERYTHI�G!

     JUST UNDER 
 THE WI�E, �ASMINE.  
 HOW A�E YOU DOING 
   IN YOU� OTHE� 
    CLAS���?

FINE...

     YOU KNOW 
 ��� HAVE TO 
  PAS� EV�RY- 
       THING.

I GOT �HIS,  
WILD. DON’T 
 �OR�Y.

  SIXTH PERIOD I� AL�O FINI��I�G WO�K BE�O�E MIDTE��S.  
  ��I� CLAS� �A� A DIF�E�E�T FOCUS FRO� �HI�D PERIOD.  
 ��UDE�TS ARE PLACED �E�E BECAU�E T�EY �EED ��IL� 
 BUILDI�G. BECAUSE WE’RE A �ECO�D CHANCE �C�OOL, T�I�  
I��’T �URP�I�ING. MA�Y OF OU� STUDE��� �AVE A �I�TO�Y OF  
  AB�E��EEIS� A�D/OR ACADE�IC FAILU�E; FOR SOME, �HI�  
�RAN��A�ES I�TO �EADI�G CO�P�EHE��ION O� WRITI�G ��I�L� 
 THA� A�E BE�OW G�ADE LEVE�. �Y B�IEF IS TO �OVE �HE� 
 AS CLOSE AS POS�IB�E TO HIGH �CHOOL LEVE� SKIL�S.

DAN�Y
WO �� �O!!! ANOTHER 
ES�AY?  ��AT �AVE YOU 
 B��� SMO�I�’, SN�WFLAK�?
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BUILDING THE SKIL�� OF THE ��UDEN�� I� �IXTH PERIOD  
MEA�� USI�G DIF�ERENT �E��� FROM T�I�D ���I��, 
 A� WEL� A�  ��������� �ETHODS, INCLUDI�G E�TRA

SCAF�OLDING,

CREATING 

I�T�RIM 
STEPS

THA� BR�AK 
���

LEARNI�G 
I�TO MORE

  SI�T� PERIOD I� WORKING O� ��E OF TH��E I��ERIM ��EP�  
 �IG�� �OW. THEY’RE USI�G A G�APHIC ORGA�IZ�R �O ��LP G�T  
�HEIR IDEA� �OGET�E� FOR A� ES�AY COMPA�I�G A�D CONT�AS�I�G  
��E��ELVES WI�� DAVE, THE �AI� CHA�AC�E� I� RICHARD 
   W�IGHT’S ��O�Y, “��E ��� WHO WAS �LMO�� � MAN.”

SI�TH PERIOD:

SNOWFLAKE, I’M  
�OT D�I�’ THIS. MS. WILD, I HAVE A 

  QUESTION.

�A��GE�BL� 
   PIEC�S.

WORKING O� THEIR G�AP�IC O�GA�IZE�S
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    SO I� THE �OP 
PART I W�I�E �HE  
 WAYS ME AND DAVE 
ARE SI�ILA� ��� 
DOWN HE�E I WRITE  
THE WAYS �E ARE  
   DIF�ERE�T?

�UH!!! T�A� IS 
 �H� �TUPIDE�� 
QU�STION I �V�R 
 HEAR�...

 YO!  ��U THINK I’M 
 STUPID?!!!  CO�� OV�R 
HE�� AND LET’S SE� HOW 
 ����I� Y�� ��I�� � ��!!  YO,  

C�IL�....

   FATSO RUN�I�’ HIS 
 DU�B F*CKI�’ MOUTH...

  �����I�,  
SIT DOWN...

WO �� �O—THEM’S FIG��IN’ 
��RDS, B�O��A’!

DAN�Y—
REL��!

RALPHIE, LET 
 I� GO. 

RALPHIE!!!
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TEACHING OFTE� I�VOLVES MULTI-�ASKI��

   KYER, T��ONE— 
 MOV� �OU� D�SKS!

 WHY ARE �OU PICKING O� 
�E?  W�AT ABOUT RALP�IE 
A�D DA�N�?  IT’S BECAUSE  
   I’M �LACK, I�N’T IT?

 NO, SHE  
JUST DOES�’T 
  LI�E YOU.

 DAN�Y—O�E MO�E 
 CRACK A�� ��U’�� 
    �UT!

CAN I WORK  
I� THE �A�L? 
 I�’S �O� 
DIS�RACTI�G 
 I� �ER�.

  OKAY, �����. 
IN THIS PART, 
YOU W�ITE THE 
�AYS ��� AND 
 DAVE �RE 
   SIMILA�. 
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WILD—I FINISHED 
T�A� �O�E��RK* 
COMPA�I�G �� A�� � 
  �RIEN�...

 KYER—�OU W��E 
 SU�P�SED T� B� 
 WOR�ING O� YOU� 
 “ALMOST A �A�” 
    ES�AY. WHATEV�R...

�YER’S HOMEW��� E�SA�

��� �LAY��S

             K�E� 
   A.K.A. DO�’T PLA� ME

THIR�Y MI�UTES LA�E�

* E�SAY BY TA�IC� DAVIS
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�ALPHIE!

   

I �E���B�R�D �A��HIE’S 

 �TO�Y A�OUT ��E TE�C�ER 

 WHO CAL�ED �IM “STUPID” 

 IN FRO�T O� �HE W�OL� CLA�S. 

 I �E� ��Y DA�NY’S ���ME�T 

 GO� �IM SO UP�ET. BA�K �O THE 

L��SO�,  GRA�HIC O��ANIZE�S 

 AND SCA�FOL�I�� C�� B� ��A�LY  

HELPFUL ��R SOME �TUDENTS,  

THOUG� Y�U WOULDN’� K�OW ��AT 

 �ASED O� �HAT JUS� �A�PEN��. 

 AS YOU C�N TE�L, TE�CHI�G  

MET�ODS ARE ONLY O�E ASPECT OF  

G��TIN� THESE KIDS TO �RADE L�VE� 

 I� TERMS OF S�I�L�.
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NOW THE �ARA��O� BEGI�S—MID�ER�S...

FOL��WED BY GRA�ING...

���LO��� �� OPEN SCH�OL �IG�T.

AT OUR SCH�OL �HIS I� W�EN MIDTER� 

P�OG�ESS �EPOR�S A�E GIVE� OUT A�D 

PA�E�TS A�D GUARDIANS ARE I�VI�ED 

�O SPEAK �O �HE TEACHE�S.

 WELCOME!  PICK  
UP TH� S�UDEN�’� 
 R�PO�� CA�D AN� 
 SCH�DUL� AT �H� 
 �I�� �ABL�.

3RD PE�IOD 6TH �E�IO�

8P� FRI. 10A� �UN. 6�� ���.

3�� SAT. 4�� ���. 8PM SU�.

    WIL�’S ABSENT? I  
CA�’� BELIEVE HE’D  
�IS� A �IDTER�!

 THE ONLY REASO� 
 I’M �A�I�G �HIS 
 �EST IS BECAUSE I  
LIKE YOU, �S. WILD.

  DIN�ER’L� 
 BE ��ADY I�  
 � HALF �OU�.

   GREAT.  
 I’M AL�OST  
DONE WITH 
�Y ��ADES. 
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HI,  �S. WILDE. I’M  
  �AT��IE’S �O�.

I’M �A�PY �� 
 �E�T YOU.

HAS ��E TOL� 
 Y�U S��’S 
   PREG�ANT?

MOM!

I’� SO�RY, 
�W�ETI�, BUT...

I GOT ��EG�A�� 
 WI�H NA��LI� �T 
16. � �UST ����ED 
 A� EASIER LIFE 
  FO� ���. 

�O�, IT’S G�I�� �O 
  BE A�L RI�HT.

I ��OW...

5:30

4:00

HEY, 
WILD.

��, LA�IES! MAY � ��E 
 �OUR ���ORT CA�DS?  

* A 60 IS A F�ILURE. �� �AS�I�� 
 DOE� �OT PA�S A�L HE� CL��SE� 
 �T ��E �ND OF THE SE�ESTER, 
 SHE �AY �GE �U� B��O�E SHE 
CAN GRADUATE.
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 I BE�N A�SE�T �O� 
 MUCH A�D �ROW� WON’T 
PAS� �E. I G�T O�F ���K 
 �T 2:00 I� ��� �ORNI�G, 
 I DO�’T �E� TO MY 
  AUN�’S U�TIL...

KYE�!
     MA, SHE  
PLAY�D ��!!!

CATCH YOU 
 L��ER, WILD.

�A, SHE SAID S�� �OVED 
 MY E�SAY �N� THEN SH� 
 FAIL�D �E. ��AT’S BU�L.

KY�R—THA� W�S 
 THE ONLY WOR� 
 YOU �A��ED I�.

   HAS T�E SCH�OL TO�D Y�U 
  ABOUT KYER’S SITUA�ION? 
 �I�E MO�THS AGO, S�E WA� 
 AS��ULTED. F�R AWHILE �� 
 �ER�N’T EV�� SU�E S�E WAS 
     GOI�� T� ��COVER.



                                                                                                                  65

WE’RE STI�L ��ALI�G WITH  
SO�� OF T�E P�YC�OL�GI�AL 
AND ��YSICAL E�F�CT�.

KYE�, I 
 AM R�A�LY 
SO�RY.

I DO�’T �E�� Y�U �O 
FE�� SO��Y FO� �E.

YO, WILD...

     �IL�! 
 WHER� �AVE 
 YOU B�E�?

 CE�TRAL  BO��ING. 
  I �UST �O� �U�.

EVERYTHI�G 
 O�A�?

I GOT PICKED UP IN A 
 SWE�P*—�RO�G PLACE, 
 ����� TI�E. BUT I�’S 
 ALRIG�T. MY LAWYE� 
 GOT �HIS.

* A S�E�� I� W���E THE COPS 
LOCK �O�� A� �REA DI�E�TLY  
 AFTER � C�I�� A�� B�ING 
 EV��YO�E O� THE STR�ET IN 
 AS POS�I�LE SU��E�TS. 
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YOU SURE?

YEAH. T���’S W�Y 
I’� �AYI�G 
�� LA��ER THE 
�IG BUC��.

IF THIS I� SEE� AS � VIOLATI�N OF 
WIL�’� PROBATI��, �E C�ULD �E I� 
�IG T�OU�LE.

CA� YOU �A�E UP YOUR MIDTE�� 
TO�O�RO�?

 YEA�, GR��T. �OU ��OW 
 I’� �OIN� F�R THAT 
    HO��� RO�L.

 WILD—� GO�TA’ TE�L YOU WHAT �A�PEN�� I� BO��I�GS. 
  YOU ���W ��A� �H� ��L�ING CE�L* IS �IK�, RIG�T? 
 CROW�ED, LOU�. SO I’� �A�MED I�TO THE C�L�, PA�SING 
 TI�E, A�� THIS OLD GUY NE�T �O �E AS�S ME WHAT I DO. 
  S� I TE�L �IM �’� A �IGH SC�O�L �TUDENT. A�� T�E� 
 HE WANTS �O ��OW �HAT I’� ��U�YI�G, A�D I TE�L HIM 
     “OEDIPUS.”

* PEO�L� SU�PECTED OF A CRI�E ARE B�OUGHT �O ��E �OURTS �Y THE �OPS, W�ER� 
THEY A�� LOC�E� I� A HOLDING CELL UNTIL THEY SEE A JUDGE, WHO THEN DETERMINES 
IF T��� ��VE T� STAY, C�� GO FR�E, O� MUST POS� �AIL U�TI� TRIAL. 
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A�D HE DOES�’T �NOW T��  
STORY, �� I BEGI� TE�LING I�.

AND I’M GE�TIN� I�TO �EDIPUS 
 ��� �H�BES A�� TIRE�IAS 
 ��� T�� CO�RUPTION, ��� ��L 
 OF A SU�DEN I �O�I�E THAT 
 ��� WHOLE CE�L IS �I�E��— 
 EV�RYO�E IS LI�TENI�G �O ME.

 SO I KE�P TAL�ING.... A�D NOW I’M GE�TI�� 
 �O �HE PART WHE�E �OSCAST�’S TRYING TO  
F�ONT ON OEDIPUS, ACTI�G LI�E SHE DOES�’T 
 K�OW,  AN� T�E ��OLE C��L IS I�TO I�... 
 AN� THE� ��ER�’S THIS GIANT �O���TIO�— 
 C.O.’S �OME IN TO �A�E �UYS �UT, �HE� BRING 
 �EW GUYS I�, D�ORS SLA�MIN’, YE�LI�’ 
 —A�D THE STORY’S L���.

FINA�LY THINGS �E�TLE DO��, AN� I’� ��I��ING �AYBE I’�L TRY �O GET A LI�T�E 
SL�EP. �O I’� M�VING TO �HE BACK OF TH� CELL TO S�E IF I CAN �I�D A CORNER 
WH�RE I CAN SIT D���, A�D T�IS WHOLE �ROUP �F GUYS TURNS TO �E. �OW I’� �OT 
STUPID, �O I’M �ATCHING �Y ����. �UT ��E� T�EY SA� TO �E, ALMOST I� O�E VOICE:
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“W�AT H��PE�S 
     ����?”
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 SECO�� 
QUA���R

��ADU��IO� 
�OU�T����
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C�APTER FIV�

“AL� GRE�T �C�I�VE����S �E�UI�� TI�E.”
                       MAY�  ��GELOU



                                                                                                                  71

DAY AFTER OP�N SCHO�L �IG�T

ON MY WAY TO �ORK, I �AKE �HE SUB�A� FIVE STOP� PA�� �HE �TO� 
FOR �ILDCAT. THEN I WAL� BAC� �O ��� SCHO�L, GOI�G ALONG ��� 
 HUDSON �IVE�. 

IT’S A WAY TO GET �XERCISE, BUT ALSO �O HAVE SO�E �IME ALONE.  
 I GE� �� CL�AR MY H�AD O� WO�K OUT P�OBLE�S OR JUST �HI�K.

RIGHT NOW I’M THI�KI�G ABOUT WHY I’� GOI�G BACK TO SCH�OL �E�S 
THAN TWELVE HOURS AF�E� I LEF�. 
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3RD PERIO�
    TO��Y WE’R� S�A��ING OU� �EX� U�IT. W�’L� B� �L�H 
 ��A� ����... ��M��BE�, T�� ����� OF �HIS S�MEST�R 
  IS ��UT�. HOW DO �� K�OW W�A� IS ��UE? B�A� ����...

SO WIL�’S BACK, �UT HOW C�ME JAS�I�E ISN’T �ER�?

 QUE�NA, Y�U K�OW 
 WH� JAS I� AB�E�T?

 MS WILD, SHE 
 TO�D �� ���’� 
 DROP�IN’ OUT.

   SHE CAN’T MAK� I� �O FIRS� PE�IO�, 
 �O ��� GO��A’ �AIL A�D �HAT �EANS �H� 
 WO�’� G�ADUATE. �Y MO�� �AY� �AS�I�E 
 CA� LIV� WI�H US AND ��E’LL �AK� �U�� 
 JA� GET TO �I�S� P��IO�. BUT Y�U KNOW 
  �ASMI��, ��� �AR�–H�A��D.

PAT’S OF�ICE

�RINCI�AL’S 
���I��

LUBA’S 
RO��

MY ��OMSUSY’S 
OFFICE
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LUNCHTIME—PAT’S OF�ICE

  �IS� ���! 
 I �E�D TO 
�ALK �O Y�U!

  ANGEL, D� YOU WA�T TO  
GO T� CO�LEG� I� THE CITY 
  OR UPSTATE?

���

 �A�MINE—T�IS I� ��. WILDE. 
 W��� YOU GE� ��I� �ES�AG�, 
GIVE �� A CAL� AT ��E �CHOO�.

�I��—I 
THI��...

  ANGEL—YOU’D 
 REA��� LI�� 
 STON� B��OK.

LUBA

 I DECI�� I HAV� TO �RY TO G�� �HOLD OF J�S�INE B�FOR� S�� 
�OES SO�ETHI�G DR�S�IC. P�� �L�AYS H�S �L� �HE �UMB�R� AND 
INFOR���ION. SH�’S ��� GUI���C� COU���LO� FO� ���IO��, ��D �HE 
A�D LUB� �R� �Y BEST F�I�NDS �T WILDCA�. 

MIS� PAT!!!
  I NE�D YOU TO 
 FIL� OU� �HIS 
   �OR�.

  �O�ISHA—YOU HAVE TO 
 WAIT. A�G�L—FOUR ��AR 
     COL��GE, RIG��?

MONIS��!
  �O�E BACK 
    LAT�R.

 SHE DI��’T 
  PICK UP.



74

4:50

WILD!

    JASMINE! 
  WHAT ARE YOU 
 DOI�G �ER�?

      I'M GET�IN' �Y TRA�SCRIPT, 
  BUT QUE��A S�ID I HAD TO ��LK 
  TO YOU. AR� YOU EATI�G ��UR 
    LUNCH �OW?

YEAH...

O�W�...

�HAT'S ��E 
 MAT�ER?

   SOMETHING �AP�E�ED 
     TO �Y �AW...

   I GOT�A' ���  
  STORY IF YOU 
�ANT TO HEAR I�.

   I'D LOVE TO, BU� �HE� 
  WE HAVE �O TALK ABOU� 
    YOU DRO�PING OUT.

ALRIGHT.
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JASMINE'S �AW STORY
�Y SISTER GO� IN�O A FIGH� WITH HE� 
BOYF�IEND AND HE �ROKE HE� �AW.

GE�Z!

A��GH�!!!!

BUT DON'T FE�L �AD 
�OR HER. S��'S CR�ZY!

AFTER S�E CAME TO, WIT� HER �AW AL� 
CRU�CHY, S�E �ENT AND GOT B�EACH A�D 
T�RE� IT I� �IS EYES.

YOW���!!!

THEY W�N� �O �H� 
HOSPI�AL �OGET��R.

AFTER �H�Y GO� OU�, 
���Y K�PT LIVI�G 
�OGE���R—MY 
SIST�R WI�� H�R JAW 
�I�ED S�U� AND ��� 
BOY FRI��D WI�� 
TH� �HI�E GAUZ� ON 
HIS �Y�S.

I WISH I C�ULD 
�PEN M� �O�TH.

OH BOY...

AND SHE GOT ��E B�S� OF ��� SITUA�IO�. S��'S A �IG 
GIRL A�� S�� COUL� O�LY G�� FOO� �HROUG� A LIT�LE 
STRAW ��A� W��� I� A �OLE �ETW�EN H�R ��E��, SO 
W��� S�E GOT �OO HUNGRY S�� WOULD ��A� UP O� �IM, 
A�� �� COUL��'� �O ANY�HI�G BECAUS� �� COULD�'T 
SE�.
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     MY SI�TER AND I �RE  
     VE�Y �IF�E�ENT.

   THA�'S W�Y YOU DROP�IN' OUT, JAY? 
       'CAUSE YOU �OT LIKE HER?

 QUE�NA, THA�'S 
  �O� WH�� I 
    ME��T!

    THEN W�AT DI�  
     YOU M���?

      �AS, DO Y�U 
    THINK �O� 
  COULD MA�E UP 
 T�E WOR� Y�U'RE 
 �IS�I�G FO� 
 �I��T PE�IOD?   MR. B�OWN'S �OT I�TO YOU D�O�PI�G 

    OUT. SE� IF H�'L� MAKE A �EAL.

     ...WHAT IF �E 
 DO�SN'T WA�T �O.

  I'M AFRAID HE'S 
 GO�NA' SAY �O.
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    �ASMINE 
   ��CKSO� LOVE YOU, 

BA�Y GIRL!

GRAD

����I�E!!!

JAS, YOU'RE SO CLOSE.

QUE�NA—�OU'RE 
COMING WITH �E.

�R. BROWN'S �O�M

  I GOT �HIS, WILD. I�MA' �OV� 
 IN WI�H QUE��A SO I GE� �O 
 FIRST PERIOD. I�MA' ��K� UP 
 TH� WORK I'M �IS�I�G FOR 
 B�O��, A�D YOU'R� GON�A' 
 HELP M� PR�P FOR THE LIVING 
  ��VIRO���NT R�G���S.
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WHET�ER JASMI�E DROPS OUT �R NOT, SCH�OL KE�PS GOI�G.

3RD

6TH

BEFORE Y�U KNOW IT, 
THA�KSGIVI�G'S A�RIVED.

THIS YEAR W�'�� �AVING A TALENT 
S�OW BEFO�� T�� HO�IDAYS

OUR C.F.O. �E�IL�A �S 
O�GANIZI�� IT.

THEN A FEW MORE W�E�S OF 
SCHO�L B��OR� �I�T�R B�EAK.

    IT'S THE LOVE 
  FROM ��� STAF� 
 THA� B�INGS HER 
  ��UE SELF OUT.

IT'S ALSO HER 
 LOV� FOR 
  ���SE��.

 BUT ��� "GO�D"  
���� AND HER 
 "BAD" SELF �RE 
 �OTH ��UE.

 SNOWFLAKE, 
I �E�D A  
 P��.

 CHECK 
YOUR 
BACKP���.

I DON'T KE�P 
P��S I� MY 
BAC�PACK. IT'S 
O�LY A FASHION 
S�ATE���T.

ONCE MIDT�R�S AR� OV��, THE 
S���ST�� FE�LS LIKE IT IS �LYING BY.

THIS E��AY IS 
    PO��IN'.

3�� 6��

HA �� SNOWFLAKE— 
I ��VE A PEN... NUTS! 
IT DOES�'T WORK...

BLAH

����

���H

��A�

BL��

DRES� ��HEA��AL IN 
 T���� MI�U���!
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SHE'S REAL�Y GO�D.

 OKAY...WE 
 HAVE ONE 
 HOUR TO DO 
   THIS.

THIS S�OW IS A �O�DERFUL 
EXP�RI��C� FOR �HE S�U��NTS.

�AT—YOU'RE 
    NEX�. GO,  

JD.
WILD—I HAVE 
 T� S�OW YOU 
  �OMET�I�G. 

THEY R�AD PO�MS, DANCE, SI�G.

 MY BA��'S  
FIRST PICTURE! NATALIE— 

 I�'S YOUR  
  TU��.

PAREN�S A�T��D, KI�S B�ING THEI� LI�TL� B�O���RS A�D 
SI����S...

 NAT—A  
LIT��E S�OWER. SNOWFLAKE—THESE ARE  

MY BRO�HERS. I �A�� �HEM 
 T� G� �O �ILDCA� TO�!
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AND IT'S BEAU�IFUL!

  D�EA�S COME TRUE. 
�L� Y� GO��A' DO IS ��E��.*

 ������ ���E ����. 
��� �� ���T�' �� I� ���A�.

THA� W�S INCREDI�L�.

W�R��'� ����Y �N�  
 KYER FA���S�IC?

  �H�Y W�R� GREA�! I C��'T 
 ��LI�V� WE H��� ��� �AYS OF�.

 �UBA, PAT— 
  LO��....

*FROM A SONG BY WILDCAT GRADUATE LUIS FLORES
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   IT'S  
SNOWI�G!

AND NOW—�INTER BREAK!!!
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VAC�TIO�  �S�IG��E�T: WRITE A �O�O�OGUE I� T��  
VOIC� �F A �HA��C�E� 

��O IS DESCRI���G HIS OR �E� ���E�I��CES O�ER WINTE� BREA�. 
 AUT��IO�����ICA� OR FI�TIO�.

  THIS I� �O� I W�S� � COULD SPEN� �I�TE� BREAK.

 A� ��TICLE � �E�D SO�E�HE�� DESCRIBE� T�E �EST �EAC���S A�  
 “�IRE���S.”  I GUES� T�A�’S �O� �E.

 I A� TIRED. �����Y �����.
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      WILD — I’M OUT 
 TOMORROW.  I GOTTA’ 
HAVE A CONSULT ON MY 
         TAT.

THEN WINTER BREAK IS OVER, AND IT ALL STARTS AGAIN. 

YOUR TAT?

MY NEW TATTOO.

       KYER — DO YOU 
  WANT TO GRADUATE 
     OR NOT?

   SNOW...CAN I  
 TALK WITH YOU A 
  MINUTE? 

          YEAH, THEY DON’T KNOW  WHAT’S 
 WRONG WITH HER.  SHE MIGHTA’ HAD A 
   STROKE OR SOMETHING.

     WHAT’S  UP, 
           DANNY? 

            SNOWFLAKE...MY  
       MOM’S BEEN REAL SICK. 
      SHE’S BEEN IN THE I.C.U. 
            SINCE CHRISTMAS.

OH...I AM SORRY. 
        SO THAT’S 
   WHY I DIDN’T DO 
   THE WORK I OWE 
             YOU. 

    DID YOU HEAR ABOUT 
         DANNY’S MOM? 

KYWHAT ABOUT HER?

  SINCE WHEN? I SPOKE 
 WITH HER AT 10:00 THIS 
 MORNING AND SHE WAS 
      AT WORK. 

SHE’S IN I.C.U.

GEEZ...

MR. GREEN IS OUR DEAN IN CHARGE 
 OF DISCIPLINE. 
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YO, WILD...

     AHHH...SO SNOW, DID YOU  
    LIKE ME AND KAYER IN 
    THE TALENT SHOW?

    ...WHAT? WHAT DO YOU 
   MEAN?  MY MOM REALLY 
              IS SICK...

SOMTIMES I GET A  
LITTLE OVERDRAMATIC

   DON’T YOU LIE TO ME, DANIEL 
   ACOSTA!  ALL YOUR MISSING  
  WORK IS DUE TOMORROW OR YOU 
        FAIL—GOT THAT!!!

BITCH...
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   5:30

     SNOWFLAKE—I MEAN,  
     MS. WILD—I DIDN’T 
    MEAN TO CALL YOU A 
   BITCH—I MEAN A B....

  OH DANNY...YOU’RE 
 THE ONE WHO HAS TO 
 DECIDE YOU WANT TO 
        DO THIS.....

     I KNOW...

     RIGHT NOW IT’S ON YOU.

    WILD! 
 YOU GOTTA’ 
 SIGN ME UP 
   FOR THE 
     ENGLISH  
       REGENTS.
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NE. WO WO WO, 

MS. WILDE!

           MS. WILDE — YOU ARE SHOWING  
      ME NO LOVE!  FIRST I’M IN THE STORY,  
      AND THEN YOU’RE SPENDING ALL THIS 
     TIME WITH DANNY, AND HE DOESN’T 
     EVEN DO HIS WORK...  WHAT’S GOING ON?!
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            JANIS—YOU KNOW 
                I LOVE YOU.

    IT’S JUST THAT...I’M 
 NOT WORRIED ABOUT 
 YOU.  YOU’RE ON TRACK.  
    YOU’RE GOING TO  
        GRADUATE.

SO, WHAT IS IT?

        WHAT YOU JUST 
    SAID SOUNDS TERRIBLE.    
    BECAUSE  I’M DOING  
    WHAT I’M SUPPOSED 
   TO BE  DOING, YOU DON’T 
               GIVE ME 
              ATTENTION?

...YOU’RE RIGHT.

     SO WHAT 
    ARE YOU  
   GONNA’ DO  
    ABOUT IT? 
  
  

 I’M GOING TO GIVE YOU  
   MORE ATTENTION!

      GREAT.  YOU WANT TO  
  START BY HELPING ME 
   OFF THIS TABLE? 
   



                                                                                                                  89

TEACHING  ALWAYS  I�VO��E�  �U�G�I��
ES�E��I�L 
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9:15 — THE �NGLIS� R�GE��S

  MAKE SUR� 
 YO� HAV� A 
   P�NCIL A�D 
      � �E�.

9:20

9:25

OKAY—WE'R� STA��ING.

     HOLD  
EV�RYT�ING! 
BIG DI�S�L I� 
�OW I� TH� 
    �OUS�.

MARIE CU�I� 
WAS BORN...

THE �ES� BEGINS WITH A 
LISTENI�G PAS�AGE.

       SPEAKING OF JUGGLING, IT’S TIME FOR THE REGENTS, THOSE MANDATORY  
      NEW YORK STATE TESTS.  WHY IS THIS ABOUT JUGGLING? BECAUSE TEST 
     SCORES MATTER — IN TERMS OF OUR SCHOOL’S SUCCESS AND MY EVALUATION. 
      WHAT’S THE BEST WAY TO GET HIGH TEST SCOES?  TEST PREP.  JUST ASK 
     PRINCETON REVIEW AND KAPLAN.  BUT TEST PREP IS JUST THAT, AND IT’S 
        NOT EDUCATION.  WHAT’S A TEACHER TO DO?
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WHAT DANNY IS HEARING 
RIGHT NOW.

9:30

9:32

12:23

12:27

12:20

9:31

       OW WOW OW �OW 
        WO� OW WOW O�

 SHE WENT TO  
PARIS AND... 
WORKED...

 THIS BLOW 
  MINES...*

 I’M OUTTA’  
   HERE!

    ...SORRY.  LET 
    ME REPEAT  
THAT SENTENCE...

 TIME TO FINISH UP.

HERE, 
WILD.

   WILL, HOW’D 
   YOU DO?

 SPANKED IT.

      HERE, MS. WILDE.  
   DON’T FORGET WHAT 
       YOU SAID...

   KYER, THIS IS THE  
MOST YOU’VE WRITTEN 
    ALL SEMESTER.

I KNOW...

* SLANG FOR  “YOU’VE JUST RUINED MY DAY.”
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 DANNY: PASSED NO REGENTS. 
  FAILED EVERY CLASS EXCEPT 
 GYM AND MUSIC.  ON ACADEMIC 
 PROBATION.

     WILL: PASSED ENGLISH REGENTS  
 WITH AN 84.  ON THE HONOR ROLL.  HE 
   IS FINALLY BEGINNING TO BELIEVE 
      HE SHOULD GO TO COLLEGE.

 KYER:  THE GOOD NEWS IS  
 THAT SHE PASSED HER 
  ENGLISH REGENTS.  THE 
  BAD NEWS IS THAT SHE 
 FAILED FIVE CLASSES.

  RALPHIE: HE WASN’T READY  
   FOR REGENTS, BUT HE DID 
  PASS SIX OUT OF SEVEN 
  CLASSES.  THAT’S A LOT 
    BETTER THAN AT HIS OLD 
  SCHOOL, WHERE HE ONLY 
   EARNED TWO CREDITS IN 
     TWO SEMESTERS. 

  JANIS:  PASSED HER ENGLISH  
 AND SCIENCE REGENTS AND ALL 
 HER CLASSES.  WILL GRADUATE 
 IN JUNE.  IS ALREADY APPLYING 
         TO COLLEGE.

      JASMINE:  GOT THE HIGHEST  
           SCORE ON THE LIVING 
     ENVIRONMENT REGENTS, SO 
     SHE GETS ALL HER CREDITS 
   AND IS ON TRACK TO GRADUATE.

 NATALIE:  ON TRACK TO GRADUATE IN 
 TERMS OF CREDITS, BUT MISSED THE 
  ENGLISH REGENTS BECAUSE OF 
 PREMATURE CONTRACTIONS.  SHE AND 
 THE BABY ARE OKAY, BUT THE JUNE 
    TEST IS ON HER DUE DATE. 

FIRST SEMESTER REPORT CARD
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 SECO�D 
�����T�R

��A�U��IO� 
CO�����W�
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�HA�TER SI� 

“I THI�� ��IS �� T�E B�GI��IN� 
 OF A BEAUTI��L �RIEN�SHIP.”

RICK  I�  “CAS�BL�N�A”

     OF AL� THE 
SUB�ECTS ��F�RED 
 I� T�I� SC�O�L, I 
 HA� TO �AI� E�G�IS�, 
 MATH, �ISTO�Y AN� 
   SCIEN��.

Second Semester Reprise1st—Adagio 2nd—Andante3rd—Allegretto 4th—Allegro 5th—Presto 6th—Rest
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I USED TO �R�A� �H�T I ����’T 
�AV� � PLACE TO LIVE.

THE� �Y DRE��S C�A�G�� AND  
I �A� A ��A�� �� ����, BUT IT 
 WAS �EV�R �E�Y S�CURE.

RECENTLY, I� MY DREA�S I �� LIVI�G I� A �L�CE THA�’S �INE, �U� 
—�I�E P��ELO�E A�D HE� SUITORS, �HE�E A�E T�O �ANY PEO�LE  

�ANGI�G OUT AND EATIN� MY FO�D WH� �O�’T LEAV�.

CHE�RS, 
S�O�Y.

WE N�ED �O�E SA���ICHE�,  
A�D YOUR U�IT PLANS ARE �U�.

      PAT—I CAN’T  
    BELI�VE IT! � 
 DO�’T HAVE �A��Y 
   A� ��L T�IS 
    �EM��TER.

  WHO �ID 
 Y�U PAY TO 
 K�E� HIM 
 OUT �F YOUR 
  CLA�SES?

SECO�D ���ES��� �O�TER 
WIL�E

1ST PERIOD 
CREATIVE WRITING

3RD ���I�� 
����I�� 2�

6TH PE��O� 
NE�S�APER

2ND P����� 
ENGLISH 2B

4TH �E�IO� 
����I�� 4�

7TH ��R��D 
�R�P
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 SECO�D �E��ST�R:  �E� CLA�SE�, BUT MOST �F �HE SA��  
 �TUDENTS. �ECAUS� EIGHT ENGLIS� �REDITS ARE �E��ED FOR  
 G�A�UA�IO�, �R. STEI�E� AND I E�� UP S�EIN� MA�Y �� T�� ��M� �IDS 
 FOR TW� OR ���E ��MEST��S. 

4TH PERIOD

  WI�L, 
NEW �AT?

THE COR�E� DESK 
   IS MI��.

I LOVE IT!

THANKS.

  HEY, WILD—THE GUY ��O �ID MY 
TA�T�O LO��E� A �OT �I�E YOU, AND 
HIS NAME �AS �ILSO�! YOU D��’T 
  �AVE � SECRET �IG�� �OB,  
     DO YOU?

WHAT A BEAUTIFUL CLA�S. 
 ��I� �S GOIN� T� BE A 
   �REAT SE�ESTER.

 WO�! PERFECT A����DA�CE. 
�H �AIT, �AL��IE’S �OT HER�.

SO HEL�O!  I� THE �E�T 
 FE� �O�T�S �E’R� 
  G�IN� TO BE...

 MS. WILDE, 
CA� I S�E YOU 
 FOR A MINUTE?

���O 
TWO�

�A��Y C�N’T BE I� MY FOURTH PE�IO�. 
HE’S ALREA�� TA�EN THE CLA�S.

SMILE!

HU�?
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   WAIT! L�O�S �I�E A 
 RE�� ��US�GEF��T IN 
 T���E. I’� �OT G�I�� I�.

OKAY, ����...

MI�E—YOU 
  �W� �E.

FIRST ��A�F ME�TI�G O� SECO�D �E�ESTE�— 
ON ��ID�Y A��E��O��S THE STU�ENTS AR� LET OU� EARLY SO THA� 
TEACHERS, �U�PO�T ��A�F, ��D A�MI�IST���O�S CAN ��ET. WE L�OK AT 
DAT�, GO �VER BU�EAUCRATI� �ESPONSI��LIT�ES, HAVE �DUCATIO�A� 
WOR�S�OPS, AND �ISCU�S STU�E�T�. 

3:30     BEFORE WE TAL� ABOUT S�UDENT�, I �A�T �O C��G��TU�ATE 
 YOU A�L �O� A VE�Y SU�CE�S�UL FIRST SE�ESTE�. OU� REGENTS 
     SCORES ARE �E�TER THA� �LA� �L�� BL��...

M�. TABANO 
PRI�CIPAL

MS. MC�I�HOLAS 
GLOBAL STUDIE�

�R. G�E�� 
  DEAN

��. BROWN 
  SCIEN�E

  �R. �O�A� 
PA�E�T CO��.

  MS. LU�A 
ART, SPANI��

��. WILDE 
 ��GLISH

   MR. �A�TI�EZ 
PA�E�T OU�REACH 

   I WA�T �O TAL� ABOU�   
 �A���IE. WE KNOW 
 HE �ID�’T SHO� UP �OR 
 A�Y �EGE��S TE��S, AND 
 HE’S B�EN ABSE�� A�L 
 �E��. TH� �OUSE P�ONE 
 IS DISCO��E�TE�. THERE’S 
 �O ANSWE� O� �IS CE�L. 
  H� �OESN’T HAVE � 
 FACEB�OK PAG�. I’M GOI�� 
 TO ��E HOUSE FIRST ��I�� 
 MON�AY �OR�I��, AN� 
 I WI�L �ET Y�U �NOW 
    �HAT’S GOIN� O�. 

 ISN’T I� AMAZI�G I� THIS AGE OF 
 SOCIAL NETWOR�ING T�A� KIDS 
 CA� STI�L �ISA�PE��?
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    I WANT TO TALK  ABOUT �I�L. THA� 
   �OY IS I�CREDI��E. �� G�T A 95 I� ��    
 A�T�ROP�LO�� CLA�S. �E���BER W��� H� 
 �AS LI�E WHEN �� CA�E I� SE�TEM�E�?

  DO I! I SPEA� WIT� HI� PROBATION 
��FICE� EV��Y ��E�. �E’S THRI�LED 
WITH HO� WI�L �S ��I�G.

   WIL� IS �RE�T, 
 BU� WE NE�D TO 
 �AL� �BOUT �A��Y. 
 TO�AY I� ��  7�� 
 PERI�D �A�N� WAS 
 SHOWING KYER 
 SOMETHI�G O� ��S 
 CE�L PHONE,* SO I 
 GRAB�ED IT A�� �� 
 W�S A PICTURE OF 
      HIM �AKED.

*THE N.Y.C. BOARD OF E�UCATIO� P�OHI�ITS S�U�E�T� F�OM HAVI�G P�ONES I� SC��OL. 
 OUR �OLICY, �IKE MAN� SCH�OLS, �� TO C��FI�CATE A PHO�E I� WE S�� IT.

    AL� I ��OW IS �F HE SP��D� ANY MORE TI�E 
 I� �Y O�FICE, I’� �OIN� �� �AVE TO G�� H��  
    HIS OWN DES�.

     I HAD TO �IC� �I� OUT �WICE T�IS W�EK 
 FOR S�YING T�E “�” �OR�. H�S LA�GUA�E IS 
PRO�A�E, A�D NOTHI�G WE D� S�EM� TO  
      MA�E AN I��AC�. 

DA��Y 
NA�E�? 
  YUCH.

  AFTER THE INCIDE�T WI�� E�I�Y, I CA�LED HIS 
�OT�ER. S�E’� COMI�G UP ON �ONDAY, ��� S�E’� 
 AS FRUST�A�ED AS WE AR�. IF YOU HAVE �NY IDEAS 
 ABOUT DA��Y—LET �� KNOW. OTHER STUDE�TS 
 ��U WANT �O TAL� AB�U�?

I WANT �O TAL� 
ABOU� �RIA�.

     I HAVE B�I�� IN 3RD PE�IOD, A�� 
 �E’S �ON� �OTHI�G A�L S��E�TER.
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4:55            THA��S, 
 EVERYONE. �AVE �  
    G�OD W�E�-���.

I CAN’T BELI�VE RA�PHI� IS 
MIS�I�G. �E WAS DOI�� SO WE�L. 

DON’T WO�RY. I L�VE THA� �O�. I’� GOIN� 
 TO MAKE SU�E WE GET �I� �AC�.

  JANIS—�OW  
 CO�E YOU’RE  
STIL� HERE?

  MS. WILDE! I �EARD 
 FRO� R��IO R�O�I�S* 
 (THOUG� ��EY TO�K 
 ��EIR SW�ET �I��!) 
 I GOT PICKED TO �� 
 TO A SPECIAL W�E�E�D 
WH�RE �� STAY IN A 
F��C� �OTEL A�� MAKE 
RADI� DOCU�E�TA�IES!

YEAH!!

IT’S �O C�OL!

WHAT’S GOIN� ON?

     I THI�K WILD’S B�EN 
 SMOKI�’ THA� “�” AG�I�...

*RADIO �O��IES I� THE P�OGRAM �ANIS AP�LIED TO I� THE FAL�. SPONS�RE� 
BY PU�LIC �A���, IT GIVES T�ENS ���E�IE�CE �RODUCING ���IR OW� �ADIO 
DOCUMENTA�IES. 
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MS. WILDE, THANKS FOR CO�I�G �IT� �E. 
  JUST ��AY ��� ��E B��I��IN�. I’M SO 
 NERVOUS. I’�E �E��� STAYED I� A HOTEL 
 ��FORE...AND WHAT �O �OU T�I�K...

�A�IS’� �ADIO R�O��E W�EK���

  ...I MEAN, THE OT�ER KIDS, 
 A�� THEY GOI�� T� B� LI�E 
 �E, OR D� YOU T�IN� THEY’R� 
��IN� T� �E RICH A�D SNO�T�? 
  WHAT IF T�EY GIVE ME TWO 
 FORKS, AND I �O�’T �N�� 
�HIC� O�E T� USE?...

    AND I K�OW MY I�EA WAS �BOUT 
 �Y DISA�IL�TY, �UT WHA� IF T�EY 
 �AVE A PROBLEM �ITH I�? I A� SO 
 NERVOUS. CA� YOU TE�L T�A� I’M 
    �������?  

OH..MY..GOSH! 
 I’� STAYIN�  
  HERE?!

HI, �A�IS?  I LOVED 
YOUR IDEA! �E�P 
YOURSELF TO ��� FO��. 
WE’�� GOING TO START 
I� TEN �I�UTES. 

BYE, 
SW�ETI�.
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A DAY I� �� �H�ELS
BY �ANIS �I�Z

�I! MY �A�E IS �A�I� DIA�.  
 I LIVE IN �EW YOR� CITY A�� 
 I’� A HIG� SC��OL �TUDEN�

I ALSO HAVE OSTE�GENIS�� IMPERFECTA, 
 SO�ETI�E� �A�L�� “BRI�TLE �O�E 
  DISEA�E.”  THAT �EANS MY ���ES 
 ARE VE�Y F�AGILE, A�D IT’S WHY I’M 
   IN A W��EL CHAIR.

A LOT OF PEOPLE HAV� NO  
IDEA WHAT I�’S LIKE TO 
 �IV� �I�� A DISABI�ITY, 
 SO T�A�’S �HAT I WAN� 
 T� GE� AT—A �AY I� 
      MY WH�ELS.

RIGHT NOW I’M I� A P��K, AND T�E�E’S 
 A CUTE G�Y ON A BE�CH RIG�� ACRO�S 
 F�O� �E... ��CUSE ��, WOUL� Y�U 
 EV�R �AT� A DISABLE� GIR�?

HU�?

 I KNOW IT SOU�DS LIKE I’� CO�I�G  
O� T� YOU, BUT I’M �A�IN� A R��I� 
 D�CU�E�TARY. �OUL� Y�U EV�� 
   �ATE � DISABLE� GIRL?

IF SHE’S PRE�TY 
    LIKE YOU.

...I’L� GET YOUR 
NUMBE� LATE�...

HE IS CUTE... �O�E P�O�L� THINK  
 IF YOU’R� DISABLE�, YOU’�E �OT 
 INTE��ST�� I� CERTAIN �YPES 
 OF RELA�IO�SHIP�. BUT HEY, I’M 
    DISABLE�; I’M NOT A �U�!
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  GE�TING PLACES 
 CA� BE DIF��CULT 

WHE� YOU’RE 
�ISABLED, �UT 

 I� NEW YO�� CITY 
 T�E BUS I� U�UA�L� 

  A G�OD WAY �O 
  �ET ARO���.

THAT IS, IF THEY STOP! ���E BUS 
DRIVER� DON’T LIKE PIC�I�G U� 

�ISA�L�� �EO��� �E�AUSE THEY F�EL 
LIKE IT’S ��O MUCH WORK TO HEL� US 

GE� ON T�E �US. A�D SO��TI�ES WHE� 
��EY DO STOP, PEO�LE ACT LIKE WE 

�HOULD�’T BE �I�ING T�E ��� �ECAUS� 
IT TAKES U� LONGE� TO B�ARD.

  IF YOU’RE �I�A�L��, ��� CAN’T  
LEAV� ���� HOUS� WITHO�� 
 E�COU�TERING OBSTACLE�—�I�� 
 A�TI�UDES...OR STAIRS. LET’S JUS�  
     ROL� �O��.

 THE ONLY ��I�G T�A�’S WORSE ��A�  
 ��� PEO��E O� THE BUS ��� ONLY 
 SE� MY CHAIR, IS ������ ��� THI�K 
—BEC�US� I’� IN A �H���, I �UST �E 
  I��A�A�L� OR DI�FE�ENT FRO� ��EM.

 BUT WHY �OULD �EING 
 I� A C�AIR MEA� 
 YOU’RE NOT SMA�T O� 
TALE��ED? IT IS �RUE 
 THA� SOME�I�E� WE 
 NE�D ADAPTA�IO�S. 
 FOR E�AM�LE, THIS 
 �T�ING HELPS ME 
 CLOS� TH� D�OR.

BUT I�’S NO �IG DEAL. THER�’S � BOY I 
 K�OW �H�’S �ISA��E�, A�D �� HAS �C�R� 
FROM �IS �URGE�IE�. I TOL� �I� THA� �I� 
�CA�S �HO� ��’S B�EN THROUG� WAR, AND 
THAT �E’S �RAV� ��� ST�O��. I H�VE 
                       SCA�� �O�—T�EY’R� A 
                           PA�T OF WHO I AM, AND � 
                             THIN� MY E�PERIE�C�S 
                             �AVE GIV�� �� A ���L 
                            AP��ECIATIO� FOR WHAT 
                              IS IMPO��ANT I� LI�E. 
                               I WOULD�’� �RA�E �Y 
                               �ISABIL�T� �O �E 
                               LIKE OTHER PEO�L�— 
                                IT’S WHO I AM. 
                                 T�IS �� JA�IS DIAZ.  
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  JANIS, THA� WAS REAL �ICE.... 
      DA��..... �A��Y...

  SNOWFLAKE, 
   YOU �I�� M�.

 THA��S, EV�RYONE. A�� 
COM�E�TS O� QUESTION�?

 T�A� WAS GREAT!  I �A�T TO K�OW H�� YOU CAN TE�L 
�HEN PEO�L� ��� �US� S�EING YOUR C�AI� A�D �O� ��U.

PHONE, �A��Y. 
 �AT�LI�, �R�  
  YOU OKA�?

JAS, WIL� Y�U 
TA�E ���A�I�  
�O PA�?

O�AY.... BRI��, WOULD Y�U MIN�  
  REP��TI�G ���� Q�ESTIO�?

OH...�Y...GOS�, 
DAN��. �O 
YOU REA�LY  
�E�� TH�E� 
P�ONES?!
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  DA��Y I� STI�L A�TE��ING WIL�CAT, EV�� AFT�� THE NAK�� ���� 
PHO�E �H�TO I�CIDE�T. T�A�’S �H� �HING ABOUT A SE��N� CHANCE 
SCHOOL—WE GIVE KIDS ��C��D �����ES, �ECAUSE CHANGE DOES�’T 
�EC��SARILY H��PEN QUICKLY OR EASI��. WOULD ��R SCH�OL �AVE 
B��T�� DAT� IF W� “EN�OURAGED” KI�S LI�E �A��� T� �RANSFE� 
SOM�WH�RE �LSE? ABSOLUTELY. BUT WOULD THAT HELP D�N�Y?

PAT, I’M SO GLAD I C�U�H� 
YOU. H�W’� N�T�LIE?

THE DOCT�R SAID �HE’� OKAY, BUT 
IF �� HA�PENS AG�I�, ��� MIGH� 
   �AV� TO �� PUT ON BED REST.

SO YOU WER� TH� ONE ��O T�OK 
  HE� TO ��� E�ERG��C� ��O�?

YEAH, �UT �HEN I HAD TO C�ME 
 BACK TO FI�ISH SO�E W�R�.

OH, PAT...

HEY, LO�K A� 
 T�E SUN�E�.

WO�, IT’S 
BEAU�IF�L.

5:15

GE�Z..



                                                                                                                  105

 FOUR�H 
Q�A��E�

 G��D��TION 
 COU�T��W�
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C�APTER SEVEN

“THER� IS NO WIL�ER�E�S �HER� I CA� �IDE  
  F�O� T�ESE THINGS, A�D T���E IS �O HAVE� 
  WHE�� I CA� ESCA�E THE�.”

 UPTO� SI�CLAI�
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THE SI��� A�E�D�ENT 
GIV�� YOU T�� RIGHT �O A 
DEF�NSIVE A�TO��EY.

I� 4T� PE�IOD W�’�E �OR�I�G ON A U�IT BASE� A�OU�D T�E ID�A OF 
�US�ICE. T�DAY TH� STUDENT� AR� L�O�I�G AT �H� SI�T� A�EN����T—
INTERPR��I�� ��E CO��EP�S AND CO��E��ING THE� TO ������� O� 
IN����I��.

�EF�NS� 
A�TO��EY...

RIGHT...

OKAY—I THI�� EV�R�ONE’S R�A�Y. 
PUT YOU� CHA�� PA�E� O� T�� WA�L. 
  �HO �ANTS �O G� FIRST?

WE DO!

  IF YOU’RE A�CUSED OF A CRIME, 
��� HAV� � RIG�T �� � ��IR �U�Y. 
   T�IS MEANS BLAH ���� ...

     SO...WHO �ANTS �O S�ARE �� E�A�PL� 
    OF �O� ��E SI�T� AME�D�ENT 
     PRO��TES �USTICE OR I��U�TI��?

   I DO. THE �I��H ��EN�M��� 
 GUARA���ES YOU A L�WYER, WHIC� 
 CAN HELP YOU GET JU��I�E. O�E 
 ��A�PL� IS MY BROTHE�. �E �AS 
 AC�USED OF RO��ING SOMEO�E A�D 
 HE WA� GIVE� A LAWYER AND H� BEAT 
 TH� C��E, AND THIS WAS J���I�� 
     ����US� I K�O� HE DI�N’T �O IT. 
        

I WAS �ITH �IM ��EN 
 THEY SAID T�� 
 CRI�� H��PE�E�.  
 ANOTHER �XA��L� 
 IS MY FRIE�D JAM�S.  
 HE WAS ��CUSED OF 
 A CRIME AND HE WAS 
 GIVE� � LAWYER ��� 
 HE B��T �H� CASE 
 TO�, A�� I KNOW HE 
DI� I� ���AUS� I WAS 
   �I�H �IM.

AH��...

BYE, SNOW...  NAT�LIE, 
�ICE JOB.

THA�KS.

SO ARE YOU 
FE�LING O��Y?

     OH, MS. WILDE, I  
T��UG�� I �AS GOIN� 
 �O L�SE �HE �ABY, 
     �UT I’M FI�E.

THA�’S GREAT.
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LUNCH
   MS. WILDE, I’V� GOT 
  SO�E �R�AT �E�S. 
�A��HI�’S CO�I�� BAC�.

OH, I AM S� 
  ��P�Y!

  HIS DA�’S BE�TER*, A�� RALPHIE 
 �GR�E� TO LET M� TA�E �I� TO � 
 COU�SELO� FO� HIS �NGER I�SUE�. 
  ��Y, L�O� AT �A�IS ��D BR���...  
    YOUNG �OVE IS �E�UTIFUL.

IT’S VERY SW�E�. MAYBE 
 SHE CAN GET �IM TO 
   �A�D I� SO�� �OR�.

I �UST SAW �IL� ON �Y1.  
  HE’� B�E� �HOT!

O� MY GOD!IS 
HE OKAY?

I CA�LED HIS �OUSE. 
T�ER�’S NO A��WE�.

              
I THINK I �AVE 
 �IS CE�L...

  WHAT ABOU� �IS PROBATION? 

WILD, DI� YOU SE� 
 ���L G�T SH�T?!

CHECK IT 
  OU�.

    MY �AN �UST  
TE���D �E. �IL� 
 GOT �RAZ��, B�� 
  HIS �OY G�T �URT 
        �A�. 

NYPD SURVEILLANCE VIDEO CAUGHT 
A SHOOT OUT BY RIVAL GANGS IN 
THE BRONX EARLY THIS MORNING...

*RALPHIE’S �AD H�� SURG��Y, �O ������� ��� TO �AKE OV�R �IS ���’� WORK �S A 
BU��D��G SUPE�.
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   A WEEK  LATER, WILL IS BACK AT SCHOOL.  LIKE TYRONE SAID,  
    HE’LL RECOVER FROM HIS PHYSICAL WOUNDS.  THE OTHER 
      CONSEQUENCES AREN’T CLEAR.

PRINCIPAL      LISA, WILL WAS 
            WITH ME.

YO, STREETZ!

  GREAT TO SEE YOU, 
WILL.. WE’RE WORKING ON 
THE  SIXTH  AMENDMENT 
  ESSAYS.  LET ME GET 
   Y OU  A  LAPTOP.

    I  THINK  WILL’S  GONNA’ 
       NEED THE SIXTH 
         AMENDMENT.

45  MINUTES  LATER

WILL—YOU LOOKED 
GOOD IN THE VIDEO.
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 WILL, SORRY  YOUR  BOY  
    DIDN’T MAKE IT. 
   

FUCK YOU, 
   DANNY.

NO ONE SAYS “FUCK 
 YOU” TO BIG DIESEL.
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FIGHTS ARE EXTREMELY RARE AT WILDCAT, BUT EVERY NOW AND THEN 
THEY HAPPEN.  LIKE ALL SCHOOLS, WE HAVE A SAFETY PLAN IN PLACE.
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 OKAY, EVERYONE—GO TO CLASS.  ANTHONY, COULD 
 YOU  TAKE DANNY UNTIL I’M DONE WITH WILL?

 LET HIM GO, ALEX.  JUST MAKE SURE HE 
LEAVES THE BUILDING.  I’LL CALL HIS  
MOTHER WHEN I’M DONE WITH DANNY.

      AFTER YOU, 
          DANNY. 
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TWO MINUTES LATER TWO DAYS LATER

        DANNY, WHAT  
     DO YOU  THINK 
     WE SHOULD DO?

     DANNY, HAVE YOU COME UP  
         WITH ANY ANSWERS?

  MR. TABANO, I KNOW YOU HAVE GIVEN DANNY 
  MANY CHANCES.  BUT I AM BEGGING YOU FOR 
    ONE MORE.  IF HE HAS TO LEAVE THIS  
    SCHOOL, I AM REALLY  AFRAID FOR WHAT 
       WILL HAPPEN TO HIM.

 DANNY—WHAT’S GOING 
       TO CHANGE?

  I  PROMISE I WON’T  
SAY STUPID THINGS TO 
    PEOPLE ANY MORE.

 ...I PROMISE I’LL DO  MY  
HOMEWORK...LOOK, TABANO, 
 I’M NOT A CHURCH BOY.  I 
   GOTTA’ JOKE EVERY NOW 
      AND THEN TOO.

  I  PROMISE I WON’T GET INTO  
ANY MORE FIGHTS...I PROMISE 
  I’LL DO MY CLASSWORK.
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 WHAT A WEEK...THE 
 CONSEQUENCES:  DANNY 
 IS GOING TO BE GIVEN 
  ONE MORE CHANCE.

THIS TIME I THINK 
     IT REALLY IS HIS 
      LAST CHANCE.   
      AND WILL?  I 
      HAVE A 
      FEELING HE 
      WON’T BE BACK 
      FOR AWHILE.  I 
      DON’T KNOW  
      WHAT THE 
       SHOOTING 
      MEANS FOR HIS 
      PROBATION.

  WHAT I DO KNOW IS THAT I HAVE TO 
GRADE ALL THESE ESSAYS BY MONDAY.

BUT  I  AM  REALLY  WORRIED  ABOUT  WILL.
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GRADUATION 
COUNTDOWN

ELEVENTH 
HOUR
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��A�TER �IGH� 

“IF THI�GS ARE GOING U�TO�A�D�Y O�E 
MO���, ��EY ��� SURE �� �E�� TH� NE�T.”

   JA�E AUSTE�
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 ALMOST �VERY S��E�T�� I HAVE A S�ORT UN�� W�ER� THE STUDE�T�  
 WRI�E T�EI� O�� P�EMS. ��E �ROBLEM WITH THIS I� IT MEA�S I‘� �OT 
 USING THAT �I�� O� LE�SONS T�AT �A� DI��CTLY TRANSL�TE I��O 
 HIG�ER STANDAR�IZE� TE�T SCORES. BE�AUS� �ES�S ��E �O IMPORTA�T 
 IN TO�AY’S WORLD, SPENDI�G A FEW �AYS O� KI�S’ CREATIVE WRITING 
 CA� SE�M LI�E A �A� CHOI�E. BUT I DO IT, �ECAUS� I ��OW TH� VALUE— 
 �VEN IF �T IS�’� NEC��SARILY QUA�TIFI��LE. 

OKAY—IF YOU WANT ME 
 TO ENTER YOUR POE�S I� 
  THE CITY �OLLEGE 
 �O�TEST*, YOU �UST HAND 
  T�EM I� �O LATER T�A� 
 ��E �ND OF 8TH P�RI��.! I LIKE THAT MUSIC. 

WHO IS IT?

BACH

  OH��—IS�’T 
 HE T�� PIAN� 
�LAYE� WHO �AS 
 I� THA� M�VIE?

LO�K, QUE�NA. THIS POE� TAL�S  
  ABOUT ��� FIRE A�D THE �OSE. 
 T�A�’S �UST LIKE WI�L’S �AT.

       BRIAN—THIS �� GREAT! ��I��  
     A�OUT W�E�� Y�U ��EA� ��CH LINE.  
  MAKE IT A PLACE YOU WANT THE READER  
  TO �AUSE, AND GET THIS POEM TO M� 
         �Y THE ��� OF ��E �AY!

*CITY �O�LEG� HAS A� ���UAL POETRY COMPE�IT�ON FO� N.Y.�. �UBLI� HIG� SC�O�L STUDE�T�
** FROM “��UR QUA��ETS” BY T.S. ELIOT
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WO�O...

K�E�, Y�U AR� 
 SMACKE�...

   HI, 
DA�NY...

SOR�� I’M LATE, 
�S. W�L�. �HI� CO� 
�TOP�E� �E �N 
��E �UB��Y. I 
T���� HE W�S 
�RYI�G �O ��CK 
�E UP... HE ��� 
KI�DA’ �UTE...

  G��S, Y�U HAVE T�N MOR� 
�I��TES T� WORK �N �O�� P���S. 
  I’L� B� �IG�T �AC�. L��’S �O,  
         K��R.

I’M �OT 
FUC�I�� 

��ING 
ANYW���E.

   ��E�, 
�O�� ��...

���R, �UST 
 GO, ��AY?

 ALRIGHT.  
 BYE, �’��L.

 SO WHO’S T�I�  
C�P?  IM�A’ BRE�K 
    �IS FAC�. 
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AFTER SCHO�L

  G�OD TIM�N�. I WAS JU�� 
 P������ THE PO��� I� T�� 
     E�V�LOP�.

THER�!  G�OD LUCK  
�O B��H OF Y��.

  JANIS—I ��EW YOU’D CO�� 
THROUGH. B�� BRIA�—���� �� A 
 FI��� F�� T�E SE�E��E�...

YEA�. I’M  
T�L�I�G HI� 
 �’D �E R�A��� 
 UPS�T IF � 
 �R�DUA�E A�D 
 �E �O�S�’T...

�S. WILDE—I’V� GOT S���ON� HER� 
  ��O Y�U �IG�T LIK� TO ��E.

  OH MY G�D.  
 IT’S RALP�IE!

HE’S BAC�.   O�!  I’M LATE. GO�T�’ �OL�.  
   �R�AT TO S�� YOU, �ALPHIE.

  ��,  
 R�L��S.
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 MS. WILDE—I KNO� � �IS��� A LOT �F �CHO�L, BUT � �A���’ ��KE UP TH� 
�OR�...I �ON’T HAVE TO G�� ��E C���IT ��IS ���ES��R, �UT � �O�’� 
 WAN�A’ B� �E�I�D, AN� � ��S �O����I�G IF YOU’� �IN� H�LPI�G ME.

   NO ��O�LE�. 
YOU ��OW YOU ARE 
 LOO�I�G R��L�Y 
      S��R�.

     I GAVE ��� MY OTH�R CLO��ES �O �Y �I�TLE B�O����.  
 �LE� AND I H�VE ��EN ����I�G ABOUT �OW PEO�L� JUDGE 
 YOU �� �O� Y�U �O��, ��D I ��CI�E� I ��NT TO DR��� 
     A LI�TL� �ORE R�S�EC���LE.

 I’M REAL�Y ������ 
 HAP�� TO SE� �OU!

A FEW W�EKS L�T�R—�UNCH �I��, P�T’S OF�ICE

MAI� CA�L!

THA��S, 
FREID�.

 PAT, I NE�D 
�O ��O� W�A� 
 CREDI�S I’� 
    �IS�I�G.

   KYE�, YOU  
HAV� TO �AIT.

  O� �� G��! ��IA� IS O�E �F 
 25 WI�N��S OUT O� �V�R 3,000 
  �NTRIES IN �HE P����� 
 CON��ST! ��’S NO� IN SC��OL 
��DAY, IS �E? I H�V� �O CAL� �IM.

  HEY, �RIAN, T�IS I� MS. WI�DE. �’� �O� 
 CAL�I�G �EC�U�E YOU’�E �B�E�T...�U� 
��Y A�E YOU A���N�?... OH... � W��’T KE�P 
 �OU. I �UST �A�TED TO LET YOU K��� 
 BLA� ���� ����...THEY’�E CALLING YOUR 
 ��ME? GO�D LUCK. HOP� TO SE� Y�U 
    TO��R�O�.

SO DE�, TO A�PLY 
FOR �INA�CIA�..
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�AS HE T�RI�LED?

   �� �AS IN TH� ��ERG��CY  
    �O��, H�VI�G �� ����MA  
       ��T�CK.

SO PAT...

MS. �ILD—C�N I  
T�L� �O Y�U?

I COUL�A’ WON THA� 
P�ETR� CO��ES�.

 K�ER—YOU 
 DI�N’T GIVE ME 
 YOU� �O�M. I� 
 FACT, ��� ST��L 
   HAVEN’T 
  �����D I� ��.

TO A�PLY 
BLAH...

     I �IDN’T SE� �H� �OI�� 
 ‘CAUS� � WAS �O� LATE �O 
     E�TER �HE C�����T.

  YOU STIL� 
GE� CR�DI� 
 FOR I�. WHAT 
 YOU S�AR��� 
 WAS GO�D.  
 FI�ISH I� A�D 
 HA�� �� �N.

  A FEW ���KS LAT�R—CL�S� �RIP �O 
 S�� BRI�N RE�D A� TH� PO���Y �ON��S�

   O�AY, RE���B��—W�’�E USING ��� 
  �L�VA�O� �NTR��C�� A�D EXIT� �O 
   �H� �U�W�� �T��IO�S...

�S�T, RAL�HIE, WOULD �O� 
���� MY PO�� F�� �E?

O� �O, �RIAN. �OU A�E 
�EA�I�G T�A� �OEM!

 WI�L!*  �OW ��E YOU? 
�HEN �R� ��� GOI�G 
 TO �E CO�I�� BA��?

*�I�L �AS �E�N OUT F�R ��� PA�� MO��� A� �� �ORTS OU� HI� LEGAL �I�UATIO�.
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   THINGS ARE OKAY. I’M N�� GOI�� 
     �O BE ��C� I� SC��OL F�� 
     �W�ILE—I’� �US� �E�E �O 
    WO�� S��E �HI��S OU� WI�� 
                        T��ANO.

�O, T����E.

S�R�ETZ, 
 HOW’S I� 
 G�IN’?

 �E� Y�, �������. CO�E 
  ON, �RI��, W� DO�’� 
  W��T �O �� LA�E. B��AN, YOU’�� �E FI��.

�O�’�� �E FIN�.

WELCOME TO ���Y 
C����G�’S A��UA� 
������ FES�I�AL.

CITY �OL�EG� PO�T�� ��STIV�L

...NE�T IS �RI�� B�O��S 
FRO� WILDCAT A�A�EMY.

BRI��, ���’�L �� �I��.
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 �����U��T� I� AN I�IDESC��� �O��E�HA� ���L�C�� A F��R O� ��L�ING, OF BEI�G ���T ��ON�.   EMO�IO� IS M��� T�A� � C��P��R I� � B�OK,     A S���ION OF � L��IC�L �O�K.   

    THE �IGHT L�O�S AT ME A� I �O�K A� I�.

IN �Y BEDROO� IS WH��� I ��T �Y I�EA� F�OW A��,

�I�E ��� �AV�S OF ��� PACIFIC �I�� �HI�LI�G WIN�,

 I �A�T �O ��OW ��E��’S A �A�E FOR �V�RY��I�G,

     �UT IN�ORMA�ION IS ���T I� �MA�� �O�ES

  IF YOU �A�� TO �VE� AC�I�VE �EA� CLO���E��.

AS I �E� TH� �IG�� DIVORC� �HE ��Y RUS�I�G �U�LI���,

I �W�L� ON TH� SHA�OW OF T�� MOST BRI�LI�N� CRY����,

    WO�D�R WHE� I�’�� LO�� I�S ��I�E.

   I’� A P�RF�CT S�MP�� OF �I�UN��R��O�D.

�OM� C��� M� �I���RE��; OT��R� JU�� S�Y ��RA�GE,

BU� �O �E I’�L ��V�R C�A��� AND I FE�� IN�IF��R��T

    I� THIS IS �IMPLY �Y COUR�� OF LIF�

         AN� I �M GIF�ED.

“IMMATUR��Y �S”*

*POEM BY WILDCAT GR�DU�TE AN���S ����Z. USED WITH PERMISSION.
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OUTSIDE AF��R �H� PO���Y �E��ING

YOURS W�� 
THE B���!

    T�E BA�Y ��� KIC�I��.  
     S�� LOV�� I� TO�!

  SO 
 ���!

  ��I��, TH�� ��� 
    INC��DIBLE!

  ��I��—��� 
 ���E G��A�!

SO CLA��—WO�DERFU� �I��� TRIP. 
��� ��� A�� �O�O��O�.

  ��E�—��A�’S 
 T�� M��T��? YOU 
 �OO� �I�� �OU ��E 
   � L�MON.

SHUT ��, DA���.

  YO, ��U ��ST BE ON  
���R P��IOD. I’L� S�� 
 �O� LA�ER. �ALPHI�— 
    WAI� U�.

�Y��—�OU �A�T �O ��L�?

  �I��—�OU ���� � GOT A 
 W���I�G A�AR� �N �Y ��� 
 SCHO�L, AND I D�D�’� GO �� 
 T�� C��E�ON� B�CAUS�, �H�� 
 ���� �EF� T�E ��SSAGE, M� 
   �OM �HOUGHT ��EY �A� 
   ��E ���NG �U�B��.

 �ID �OU EV�R FINISH 
    ���� PO�M?

   �O, BUT I  
W��T� A �EW 
 ON�. WA�� �� 
 ��A� IT?

D��...
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 �HE PO�M’S AB�UT ����I�G 
 �� D�� FOR ��� FI��T �I��

�E���B�R ��E �AY 
 I CAM� IN �IGH?

  ��A� W�S ��E D�� � ���  
�UP�O��D T� ���T �IM, AN� 
 I JU�� COUL��’� H��D�E ��. 

 SO HER�’� 
 T�� P�EM.

     THE GUY I NEVER KNEW*      
     
     �HO IS �E,                                   �O� D�E� �� LO�K, �H� CR�ATED M�? 
     I’M �OT WI�LING,                          BUT WO����IN�.  
     �AY�, �O���S,                             YEA��, �I���D�YS, 
     ��I�� �ON��RIN�                         —IS T�I� �H� D�Y I FINAL�Y S�E �OU? 

          �O� I’M OVE�                           ����ERIN�.
          BUT NOW,                                 �AY-I� �ND ���-OUT, 
        �OUR F�T��� T�IS,                      �OU� F����� �HA�.
           I �CREA� BACK,  
           “�� I��’T �Y F����R;       H�’� A SPE�� DO���!” 
         I �ON’T EV�� ��O� ��I� GU�. 
         YO� ��E, �H� �OL� M� �IS ��M�, �UT I� �IDN’T ���T�R. 
          I DID�’T C��� �UC� FOR I�.

       JA�U�R� 10, I’� �C���IN� THRO�GH �HE NEW�PAP�R. 
                           I ��E � �UY’S �AME �I�ILA� TO �I��, 
                                ��R����� FO� �O�BER�—$100,000. 
                           �O�T�� ����� MY ��THE� ����S �� 
                                ��E ��W �Y FA���R, �ND H� �ANT� 
                                �O G�� �� ��O� M�. 
                            I H�V� ��T�ING �O SAY �� �I�. 
                            EIG��E�� �����—WHAT CO�LD �E �AY �� ��, 
                                 “I’� �O�RY?” 
                             NO� P��N� CA�LS ��RE AND �����, 
                                  �U� �H��’� �O� ENOUG�. 
I                             I ��V� �OM� QU�STIO��, ���� S�ME ANSW�R�. 
 
                                I �ECID� �O GO �O SE� �I�. 
                                TH�� C�LL OUT C73. I’� �I��IN� ���RE 
                 I� T�I� �OFT/���G� Y��LO� CH�I� �T A ����� �L�� ��B�E 
      �C�OSS FROM ��I� CA����L �KI�, B��D ����, �IG�� ��OWN ��ES �A� 
                                I ���’� �V�� �NO�. 
 
     ��� �L� I S�ID �AS, “EIGHT��� YEAR�—�O C�LL, NO L��TE�. 
     �O� K��� W���� �Y F�MILY LIVE�. ����� IS �� ��CU�E, 
     ��D �I� ��U EV�R T�IN� ONCE �H�N YO� DI� �H�� �O�B�R� 
     OF �LL ��E �I������� YOU �I�SE�?  DID ��� �V�� �HI�� 
     TO PUT � �IR��D�Y CAR� I� ��E ��ILBO� WIT� �OME M��EY 
     OR EV�N ��I�� OF �E ����ING A�Y��IN� FOR SCH�O�?”

     
      
     BUT ��U �NOW, I� �L� �O�D. T�IS I� A ��W YE�R, 
     �E C�N PUT �HI� �E�I�� U� 
     ��D �OW �O� CA� �ECOM�  
           �Y F����R.

*PO�� BY �IL�CAT GR�DUA�� COR�L�E B���E. USED WITH PERMISSION.



128

C�APTER NI��

 “REM����� YOU A�� � HU��� BEI�G WIT� 
 � SOUL A�D �H� �IV�N� ��F� OF ���ICUL�TE 
  �P����.”

�EO��� �����RD S�A�
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 TIME IS �PE�DING BY.

THE W�A���R FE�LS LIKE �U���R, 
��IC� OF�EN �U��� A T���’� �A�CY �� T�OUGH�S �F �OVE,

AND O���� TU��S �� ��MI�I��R��O�’� �ANCY TO �HOUGHT� ��...
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DRES� CODE.
�TA�F M���ING

 IT’S �HA� �I�E 
 �G�IN. I �E�� TO 
RE�I�� �V�RY��E 
 �HA� W�’�� �L� 
 �ESPON�IBL� F�� 
 ��F�RCING �H� 
 ����� CODE. I�
�O� SE� �O���HI�G 
��U �H��LD�’� B� 
 �E�ING, S��� �HE 
  �T����� �O M�!

 THESE PO�R BOY�. 
WH�N �ARM ��A�H�� 
 A��IVE�, I�’� �O��S, 
 ��OB�, ��O��.

 TH�NKS, ANDREW. 
O��Y, ��U ��L H�V� 
YOU� CA���D��S. 
  ���’S GO �VE� 
 UPCOMI�� D���S. 

     ON THE CAL����R, 
YOU’�� S�� PROM, FI����, 
 W�E� GRA��� �R� �U�, 
   �R�DU�TIO�, �N�...

DO�’T F�RG�� �HA� �H� CI�Y’S COMI�G 
 I� �� OBS��V� US O� T�E 21S�.*

E�OUG� WIT� 
���S� CI�� 
 AND STA�� 
 I�SPE��IO�S. 
  I�’S LIK� A 
 N�V�R-E�DI�G 
 �OL���S�O��.

     � ��OW �E AL� ��NT �O ���� ABOU� �TUDE��S. ��� M� �EL� YOU ��AT I 
    KN�� ABOUT �IL�. � �HIN� EV�R�O��’� AWAR� OF �H� ��RIOUS���� OF ��� 
   C�ARG�S H�’� ��CI�G. A�T�R �ISCUS�IO� �I�� HIS ���I�Y, �� ��CIDED �E 
     �HOULD ��K� �O�E �I�� O�F T� ���� WIT� ���� �E ��S TO D�AL �I�H.

LUBA—IT JUS� �I� ME. WILL’S 
�AT�O�—��� FI�� A�D ��E 
 RO��—TH�Y’R� �O�� �IM, 
 AND I DO�’T K��� �HIC� 
   IS G�I�� �O �IN.

  ANYTHI�G WE 
 CA� DO T� HELP?

  YES. ���ONE WHO �A�TS TO ��I�� A CHA�A���� R�FE��N��, GIV� I� 
    TO PA� AND ���’LL �END I� �O �IL�’� �AW���.

*THE CITY �ND S���E USUAL�� COM� I��� �CH�OL� �T L���� ��C� � YEAR �S P�R� OF �H�IR �VALU��IO� PR�C��S.
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 I WANT �O G� B�C� �O �HE CITY V�S�T. DO ��U �A�� 
  ��� SP��IF��S O� W��T ����’RE LO�KING FO�?

   YES. ���� WA�T �V�R� CL��� �O H�VE �N 
   ��I� A���S��E��. �H�Y A��O TO�D US...

�HE� ���’R� B�I�G O�S��VED �Y ��� CITY OR ��A��, �OU ��VIO�S�Y 
WA�T �O �IV� ���M �H�� T��Y ���T, �� TH� D�� �F ��E VI��T ��� 
  ��K� �U�E �O�� LES�ON� HI� �H� I���� O� T��IR C��C�L���.

�A� OF CITY VISI�

    I �A�� YOU �LL �O �E�E�BER—�HE L�D� F�O� �HE 
 CI�� IS HERE �O LOOK A� �E, NO� YOU—�O �O�’� �OR��.   
 O�A�, OUR FOCU� IS ��GUME�T AN� EVI�E�CE AND WE’�E   
 LO��I�G A� THE ���ORI�Y A�� �IS�E�TI�� OPI�I��� IN   
 �LES�� V. FE�GUSON...

  ...YOU H�VE 25 MI��TES �O FI�ISH �IL�ING OUT YOUR SHEET, 
   A�D �HE� WE’LL PRESENT. I’L� BE GOIN� �ROU�D �O CHECK 
   ��UR WO�� AND ��SWER Q�ES�IO�S...
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LA MUJER S� QU�D� �I��NDO��.

��, NO LO ��TÁ.

SI, L� ���Á!

25 MINUTES LAT�R

  S�CH GO�D 
 WORK, �UY�...

CAN WE �O FIRST?

�HE S�L�C�ION ��AQU�E�� 
 ��D I GO� W�� FROM �USTIC� 
 ��R�A�’S �IS��N�. �E T�OUGH� 
 ��� �OUI�I��� ��W VI�LA�E� 
 T�� C����ITU�ION...

LA TIPA ME SIGUE
      MIRANDO!

...�E SAID TH�� FORBI��ING  
�L�CK� �ND W�I�E� ��OM 
 RI�I�G I� TH� �AM� �R�I� C�R 
 W�S DISCRI�INATION, ��D ��� 
GOVE���E�T ��D�’� ��V� �HE 
 �IG�� �EC�US� �� I��ERF���� 
 WI�H ��� PE��O�AL 
 ���E�OM OF CIT�Z���...

 CAN I  
 GO �� 
 �HE 
 BAT�– 
RO�M?!

HARL�� S�Y� YOU CA�’T M�KE 
� LAW B��ED ON R�CE...
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NICE �OB, �V�RYO��. MA�E SU��  
YOU HA�D M� YOU� ��E�TS O� ��� 
    WA� OU�.

  RALPHIE—STA� � MINUT� �ND 
 T��K WIT� ��, O�A�? IT’S LU�CH, 
  SO �OU �AV� TI�E. 

WHAT’S UP?

   ��A� LADY KEP� �OOKING AT 
 M�, A�D I �I��’T �I�E I�. �HA�’S 
 W�Y I WE�� �O ��� BAT�RO��. 
  SO I DI�N’� �U�C� H��.

 Y�U MADE A ���RT C�OICE!  BUT ��� W��N’T 
 H��� TO L�OK �T �O�—R�AL��. �H� ��S ���E 
 TO �B�ERV� M�

...MS. WILD... I CA�’T �O 
 T�I� A�Y�ORE...
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  IT’S �O� MUCH....

R�LP�IE—W��T’S 
 GOING ��?

I CA�’� �O S�H�OL ��Y�O�E!
�’� ��I�� �OI�’ W��K F�R �Y  
�OP�. �Y G��N�M�’S I� ��E  

���PI�A�—� GO VIST �ER �V��Y 
DA�. �� TH� W�EK-���� I H�VE 
�O W��C� �Y LI�T�� B�OT���� 

�ND �IS���. � G��  A�� ���� 
WORK � �I���� �O M�KE U�. � 

���’� �O THI�...

   I’M SO �TRE���D, �S. WIL�. I’� �OR�I�� �Y PO�� I� 
 GOING �O HU�� �IS BACK AGAI�. IF SOME��I�G �A����� 
 �O �� G�A���A, I’� GO�NA’ F�IP OU�—���’S M� H�ART.  
 �� GI�� ��I�KS I’� A LO��� ‘CAU�E I �I���D A�� ��A� 
 �C�OO�...I’�L B� �ON��� WIT� YOU—�HES� �AY� T�� 
 ON�Y �HI�G T�A� SE�MS �O G�T �E ��ROUG� I� TO GO 
 �O �Y �OO�, �IGHT A BLU�T, �U�� ON �� �USIC A�� 
  �E� ��� �IC�URE� FLOA� ���OUGH M� �EA�. ��AT’� 
      T�� O��� �AY I G�T A �I�TLE ��AC�...



                                                                                                                  135

   OH, �AL��IE...THAT’S � ���. BU� YOU C�� DO S��O��. 
   ��T M� �SK ���—��S YOUR W�I�I�G IM���V�D SIN�E 
   ��� ���� IN SE�T�����?

100 PERC��T.

HAS Y��R �E�DING �OT�EN B��T�R? 

A�S�LUTE�Y!

 O�A�, S� YO�R �E�DING’� �O�TE�  
BE��E�, ��� ��U� WRI�I�G H�� 
 IMP�OV�� O�� HUND��� P��CE��, A�D 
 �O� DID�’T FLIP OUT O� �H�� L�D� 
 TO���—I �HIN� ���’�� �OI�� FI�E!

 ...MAYBE...Y��H... 
 �S. WILD, I �OP� � 
�I��’T ��S� T�I�G� 
 UP F�R YOU T���Y. 
  I’�L T��� �OU T�E 
   T�UTH—� ��V�R 
 �I�ED � �C��O� AS 
 �UC� �S � �IK�� T�I� 
 O��. WHEN �L�� 
 CA�� TO �Y �OU��— 
 �O �C�O�L C��E� 
 �IK� T��T BEFOR�.

 DON’T W�R�Y 
AB�U� �HA� 
 LAD�. �O� 
 �A�T �� K�O� 
 SOME�HI�G? 
 I HAD A D�EAM 
 ONCE �HAT I 
 BEA� O�E OF 
 �H��E 
I��PEC�O�� U�.

FOR �EAL?

YEAH, AND 
W��� I WOK� 
 UP, � F�L� 
 G��A�.

MS. WILD, �O YOU H�V� 
A�G�� IS�UES?

�OESN’T �V�RYO��?
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BYE!  SEE YOU ALL AT 
  THE CLUB.

                   BYE, JANIS.   
                  BYE, BRIAN.

                   LUBA, I CAN’T GET OVER HOW BEAUTIFUL  
    THEY ALL ARE...AND ISN’T IT GREAT WHAT’S 
           HAPPENED TO BRIAN AND HIS GRADES?

    YEAH.  HE SEEMS TO BE PASSING EVERYTHING.

               THINK IT’S BECAUSE OF JANIS?

       YOU KNOW, I REALLY THINK IT WAS THE  
      POETRY CONTEST.  IT MADE HIM FEEL 
     LIKE PEOPLE FINALLY SAW HIS GIFTS.

      MAYBE..

     MEANWHILE, IN THE TAXI...

     OH  MY  GOD!
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  JANIS AND BRIAN’S TAXI WAS HIT BY A CAR WHILE THEY WERE HEADED TO THE PROM 
 AFTER-PARTY.  IT WASN’T A BAD ACCIDENT, BUT JANIS—BECAUSE OF HER  O.I.— 
  COULD BE IN THE HOSPITAL FOR MONTHS...

“WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?” IS AN INCREDIBLY RESONANT QUESTION FOR OUR 
STUDENTS.  FOR MOST MIDDLE CLASS KIDS, THE  NARRATIVE IS DEFINED—GET YOUR 
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA  AND GO TO COLLEGE. BUT OUR STUDENTS’  NARRATIVES ARE 
OFTEN NOT FIXED. PROBLEMS OR TRAGEDIES, WHICH CAN  HAPPEN TO ANYONE, ARE 
NEARLY ALWAYS AMPLIFIED BY POVERTY. 
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C�APTER TEN

 “�OT EV�RYTHING ��A� IS F�C�D C�� B� 
����G��, BU� �OT�I�G �AN B� �H�NGE� U��IL 
 I� IS �����.”

JAMES BALDWIN
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��IS I� �H��E I� ALL ��AK�S �O��—��O’S ��I�G �O G�T ��E CR��I�� T��Y 
N�ED, ��O’� GOI�� �O �A�S �H� ��G����, WH�’� G�IN� T� �ALK  AC�OS� �H� 

��AG� IN JU�E AN� GE� A �IPLOMA. �H��E’� SO �UC� �O DO, A�D SO LIT�LE �IM�. 
I AL�AYS FE�L I AM BAR�LY KE��ING UP WI�� �H� T�AC�ING,  �HE G�A�I�G, TH� 

��ST �RE�, A�D ��� ��IAGE.

5:00—PAT’S O�FICE

 MS. �IL�—  
�HEN CA� 
 YOU ��LP 
�� WITH 
T�� �ORK  
I MIS��D?

HEL�O, WILDCAT.

�O�E BACK TO���RO�. 
  CA�’� YOU S�� WE’�� 
   ���AT�SE?

AND THE� LIF� GIV�S M� A RE�I�D�� �HA� PU�S IT AL� IN P��S�EC�IV�.

���IS! I’M GOIN� TO PUT Y�U �� �P�AKE�. 
MS. LUBA AND MS. WILD� A�� H�R�. I� IS 
�O WO�D��FUL �O HEAR �OU� VOICE.

�A�I�—HOW ARE �OU?!

I’M ALIVE. A�D TH�Y’RE GIVI�G M� LOTS �F   
    PIL�S, SO RIGHT �OW I F�EL �O PAI�.

HOW �ONG ARE Y�U GOI�G TO BE I� T�E �OSPITAL?

MAYBE T�O W��KS. BUT I’� GOI�G �O HAVE 
TO B� I� A �ODY CAST FOR �HR�� �O��HS.

OH, W��... HO�’S BRIAN?

HE’S GR�A�. �E’S ��R� RIG�� NOW. OH—G��TA’ �O.   
    T��R�’S A �URS� WI�H A ��EDL�. LOVE YOU.

�O�E ���....
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SO �ANI� �IL� �OT B� GR��U��I�G IN JU��. SH�’L� PROBA��Y �� ��L� 
�O FI�IS� ��R INCOMP�E��� OVER �H� �UM�ER, �U� ��� �I�L H�VE �O 
��K� �ER FI�A� ���E��S ��XT �A�U�RY. �O����R, ��� WI�� BE ABLE TO 
����UAT�, �ND �H�T’� �H�T COU�T�.

4TH PERIOD:

T�� S�UD�N�S AR� FI�IS�ING UP E�SAYS �BOU� ��  
ASP�C� OF �IM CROW. 

LAST WE�K 
OF CLA����

 ��ADU��IO� 
 COU�T����

MONDAY FIVE MINUTES LATER...THA�’S WH�� I’M L�O�ING 
FOR I� �� I���O. LET M� 
 S�� I� WHEN YOU’�� ���DY.

   S�OW, CAN � GO �� 
 TH� BA��RO�� �EFOR� 
    I ST��T?

DAN�Y— 
WH�T �RE 
Y�U �OI�G?

GIVE M� TH� F�OD. 
 I�’S �O� LAT� IN 
 ��E ��M��T�R 
  FOR �HIS...

 SNOWY—��U 
 �PIL�ED �H� 
 �KIT�L��!

RI�G!

PLUNK

�����

�����
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   AL� RIGHT—�H��’S I�.
           �E�’S GO.

HU�?

  FOR THE R�S� 
  O� ��� W�E� 
 YOU’�� ON ��� 
  SO�A BY THE
  PRINCIPAL’S 
  OF�I��. YOU 
 CAN��� �� I� 
  �HIS RO�M.

  I’M NOT  
 G�I�� �O 
THE C�U��.  
IF YOU �AKE 
 �E �� �O 
 ��E �OU��, 
I’� DR�P�I�G 
   OUT OF 
   SCHO�L.

  �O�E. ��� ��� �OT �R���I�� 
 �U� OF SCH�OL. �OU A�� �I�TIN� 
    O� ��� C�U��, A�� �O� ��E 
 FI�IS�IN� THIS �S�AY. �OM� O�.

TUESDAY
HOW’S IT 
 G�IN�, 
 DA���?

I DO N�T G�T THIS ��I�G WI�� 
��E CLARKS AND TH� DO�LS.
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WED��S�AY

THURS���

FRI���

SNO��—R�A� M� 
 I�TR��UC�IO�.

 NICE HO��. G�OD 
 BA���ROU��. ��O� 
 T��SI�. TE��IFI�.

 DA���, I HEARD 
YOU’R� �OING A 
 R��L�� �ICE �OB 
 O� �HIS ��S�Y. 

TH�N�S.

��N�Y—THIS I� ��E 
BES� �HI�G YOU’V� �V�R 
 WRI�T�� IN �� CLAS�.

�OU LIKE IT?

 I’M P�OUD �F �OU.

 YOU KN�W, IT WAS
 P���TY I�����STI�G. 
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GRA�U�TION 
COU�TD���

REG�NTS 
 PR��    YOU’RE A�L ���DY 

  TO P�S� �HIS T�ST. 
   BL�H ���� ��A�... 
     �A� � G�OD 
    ��EA�F�S�... 
       B��� �LA�...

 I WILL ��E YOU 
A�� TOM�R�OW.

DI� ��U GRA�� 
 MY �S��� ��T?

ARE �O�  
KI�DI�G?

 HOW’RE 
 YOU DOI�G?

THE BABY �AS 
�O WAIT UN�IL 

MO� PAS�E� 
T�E E�GLI�H 

REGE��S. THEN 
IT’S O�A�.

WILD—I’� 
NERVOUS...

  IF I PAS�
 �H� ���T,
 I’� DO�E!

  JASMINE— 
YOU’R� GOI�G 
TO PAS�.  

    I CAN’� BELI�V� I’M ALMOST 
  GR�DU��IN�. R��E�B�� WH�N I
    FIRS� C��E?

OH, YEA�.

   OUT �F AL� MY BRO�HE�S AND 
SIS����, I’� TH� �ECO�D O�� �O 
GRADUATE HIGH SCHOOL. �H�Y’�E 
A�L �OIN� �O B� �H��E TO ��E 
    �� WA�K. 

����I��, I �M �OING 
  TO �IS� Y�U.
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��ADU��IO� 
COU����W�

E�GLISH 
R���NT�

AL� RIGHT—I’� GOIN� TO ST��� 
 �E�DING �HE P�S�A�E ��OU�...

10:00

9:15 - MORNI�G OF THE ���LISH R����TS



                                                                                                                  147

 DAN�Y—�RE 
 YOU OKA�?

S��W�—I 
 CAN’T DO 
 THIS!

YES, ��� CA�. �OU ��OW ��� ���.

I ��N’T.

LO�� AT �E. I G�V� ��U 
 �N 80 O� �O�R �S���.  
 ���� ��OW� �HAT YO� 
 ��� D� ��IS.

80? SERIOUS?

Y�S.

OMG! CAN I GO TEL� KY�R?

FINISH!

DO Y�U HAVE �� SCOR� ��T?

GRADIN� 
�E���TS

����U�TI�� 
COUN��OW�

 ���N�—YOU W�RE H��� 
 T�N MINU��S AGO. GIVE 
 US A FEW MORE �OU�S. 
  �OU’RE LIK� �N 
  ��P�C��NT F�����.

SPEA�I�G OF ����CT���, I �US� 
�OT � C��L FROM �����I�’S �O�. 
 24 HOURS �F��R S�� FINIS�E� 
�HE ����IS� R�����S, SH� 
D��IVER�� A SI� POU�D, TWO 
OUNCE B�BY GIRL ����� �����. 

INCREDIBLE! SH� TO�D M� ��� B��Y W�S 
GOIN� �O WAI� UN�I� ��E T�S� ��S OV�R.

I DO�’� U�DERS�A�D 
 �H�S� T�ING�.

YOU WOULDN’T, 
  STEI�ER.

HOW BEAUTIFUL!

BACK TO W�R�, MS. WILDE.
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IN A �ILM, ��� N��T PA�E� �OUL� B� A ���EZ� FRA�� AS WE FIND OUT �HO WI�L 
G�A�UA�E. I� A �AIRY �AL� OR A STO�Y TO�D �O FULFI�L T�� ��SIRES OF �H� CITY, S�A��, 
A�� �E��RA� BU��AUC�ACI�S, AL� �HE CHA�AC��RS WOULD B� G�T�I�G ��A� PIEC� OF 
PAP�� IN A ��EK. �U� ��IS IS NOT ��A� STORY. �V�� ��OUGH �AN�Y SE�MS AF��C�ED BY 
�IVIN� I�T�RV���IO� (O� A BIT OF �A�U�I�Y), H� �OES�’� HAV� �NOUGH C��DI�S �O �E 
DO�� IN �UN�. I� IS ALSO CLEAR THA� WI�L IS �O� GOI�� TO B� ��A�UATI�� �O�, IF �V��. 

 OKAY, MS. WILDE, ��E �OU 
 �E�D� �O ��LL THEM ���I� 
 R�G�N�� SCOR��?

LUNCH RO�M—SI� DAYS BEFO�E G�ADUATIO�

   BRIAN—YOUR SCORE 
 WE�T UP 32 POI�TS F�O�  
   �HE FI�S� �IME!

   I HAVE TO CAL� 
  JANIS! � ���� 
  �� ���L ���I�!

JASMINE—91! DA���...

YES, MR. STEIN��...

���I�E�...

  I FAILED. � ��OW IT. �HA�’S I�.  
            I’M DR�P�IN� OUT. 

AL� RIGHT...���NY—�OU PA�SED.

YES!!!
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ALTERNATIVE YEARBOOK
written and photographed by Wildcat Yearbook Staff

Graduating for Jasmine means accomplishing a goal she has 
set for her life. It wasn’t easy for her to get to this point 
because she had a number of obstacles to overcome, but she 
didn’t give up and now she will be attending college in the 
fall—the first person in her family to go. Congratulations, 
Jasmine.

Danny ended the semester in a great way— passing seven 
classes and getting a 72 on the English Regents. All Danny 
needs to graduate are twelve more credits and the U.S. 
History Regents, so expect him to be wearing a cap and 
gown next June. 

Ralphie had to stop coming to school at the beginning 
of the semester because he had to work for his dad, but 
now he’s back and he’s better than ever. Ralphie plans on 
graduating next year, and then getting an apprenticehip in 
carpentry or electrical work. 

Since she’s been at Wildcat, Kyer has come a long way. 
She’s already passed all her Regents, and this semester she 
passed every class. She hopes to graduate next spring and 
then go to college to achieve her dream of being a poet.

Jasmine Jones

Ralphie Gonzalez

Daniel Acosta

Kyer Spencer

 I CA�’T BELI�VE I DI� I�! 
  SO��ONE ASK�� ME �OW 
 I �O� SUC� A �O�� SCOR� 
 O� �H� E��LIS� ��G�NTS. 
 I SAID, “HAR� WO��.”

�O�’T WOR�Y. BIG  
�IES��’S GOT �HIS.

   I TOLD MY GIRL—I�’S  
B��TER �O ���DU��� L��� 
 �H�N ��T ��A�����.

  TO AL� �H�SE P�O�L� 
 �U� ��E�� WHO SAID I’M 
  NOT G���A’  MAK� I�—  
   ��U’R� W�ONG!
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Brian is very excited to be graduating 
and moving on with his life.  Once Brian 
decided to focus, graduating was not 
that difficult.  Brian will be attending a 
CUNY school this fall to study computer 
graphic design.  Good work, Brian.

Will was on the Honor Roll first semes-
ter, but had to take a leave of absence 
second semester to take care of some 
personal business.  Once things get 
more settled in his life, Will hopes to 
be back in school and finish his degree.

Natalie had a few rough moments this semester, 
being that she was pregnant, but it all worked out 
and now she is the proud mother of Elena.   Natalie 
will take a year to stay home with her baby, but 
then it will be college and pursuing her dream of 
beoming a journalist.  Great job, Natalie!

Brian Brooks

Will Smith Natalie Maldonado 

Janis Diaz
 I�’S PRET�Y CO�L �O 
 B� GRADU��ING. ���IS—  
 H��� I� TH�RE.

BROKEN �O��S A�� �OT 
�OI�� �O S�OP �� F�O� 
 ACHI�VING �Y D�EAMS.

I CA�’T DEAL WI��  
S�HO�L RIG�� NOW. 

I AM SO PR�UD 
 OF EV�RYO�� 
 WH� IS 
 GRA�UATIN� 
 �O�A�...

Janis is not letting her accident hold her 
back.  She’s going to graduate in January, 
and because of her Radio Rookies experi-
ence, she is going to go to college to be-
come a disability rights advocate.  Janis 
will be the first person in her family to 
graduate from high school.
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WE DI� IT!

CLAP ����

  WE HAV� AC�I�V�D SO�ET�ING 
 R�AL�Y I�POR�A��, AND FOR �OS� OF 
  US IT WAS�’T �AS�.  T��RE W�R� 
 �BS�AC�ES—MAYBE LIVI�G IN A 
  �OU�H ��I��BOR�O�D �R WORKI�G 
 �WO ��BS A�D GOIN� TO SC��OL...

        MY CHAL�ENG� W�S TH�� ��S� 
     F��L I �OU�D OU� I W�S PR���A��.  
    IT W�S �IF�ICU�� BEING P��G��NT 
   A�D �OI�� TO SC�OOL. I� FEB�U��Y I 
  THOU��� I W�S G�ING TO L�SE ��� 
  B���, ��D ���R� W�RE �OR� TH�� A 
 F�W TI�ES ��IS YEA� WH�R� I �I��’� 
   F��L I COULD �AKE I�. I W�S 
OVER�H��M��, AND ���DU�TING 
 S����D �OO ����.  ��E�, �I��� ���S 
 �GO I ��VE BIR�H TO A ���UTIFU� 
                 ���� GIRL.

�ND RIGHT �F�ER MY �A�Y WAS �ORN, SH� OP���D HER ���S A�� LO�K�D �� �E...

AND I K�EW IT WAS �OR�H I�. �HAT’S �RUE FOR AL� OF YOU, TO�.  

      YOU’LL NEVER BELIEVE  
     THIS.  I JUST SAW WILL.

WHAT?
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   DON’T LET ANYONE STOP  
  YOU FROM ACHIEVING YOUR  
    DREAMS...

IT WILL TAKE HARD WORK, BUT WE CAN DO IT....

BACK INSIDE THE AUDITORIUM

  THANK YOU, NATALIE.  
 NOW THE MOMENT WE’VE 
 ALL BEEN WAITING FOR 
 —THE AWARDING OF THE 
            DIPLOMAS!

      IT BREAKS MY HEART 
        TO SEE WILL...

CLA
PCLAP

CLAP

CLAP

..BRIAN BROOKS...

GO BRIAN!!!
GRAD

...PHILIP BRYANT.. PHIL!! ...JASMINE JONES...
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      LADIES  AND 
    GENTLEMEN, 
    I  PRESENT...

  ...LAST, BUT NOT LEAST,  
      TANYA ZAPATA.

         I DON’T SEE 
   JASMINE’S FAMILY. I 
    HOPE THEY CAME.

CLAP

CLAP

WILDCAT’S GRADUATING CLASS!
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AFTER THE CEREMONY

HEY, BRIAN!

CLAP

CLAPCLAPCLAP

CLAP
CLAP

CLAP

CLAP

THAT WAS AMAZING.

        OH MY GOSH! 
    NATALIE’S BABY! MUMBLE  MUMBLE

     MUMBLE

     MUMBLE

MUMBLE

GRAD



                                                                                                                  155

   I AM REALLY PROUD OF 
              YOU TWO.

   MS. WILDE...MY FAMILY 
             DIDN’T  COME.

        JAS,  
         I’M  
      SORRY.

        MOM, THIS IS MY ENGLISH TEACHER, 
                           MS. WILDE.

       SO HAPPY TO MEET YOU...  GIRLS—WE  
                  HAVE TO GO.  WE HAVE THAT 
            RESERVATION AT OLIVE GARDEN.

 WILD—I’M OKAY.  I KNOW I 
  DID IT FOR ME , NOT THEM.
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 “AT SOME POIN� I� LIFE, �HE WORLD’S BEAU�Y 
�ECO�ES E��UGH.”

E�ILOGUE

TO�I �O��IS��
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LEAVING GR�DU�TIO�

AL� I CA� SAY IS “WO�!”

  BETW��N �A��LI�’S �PE�CH ��D ���I�’S  
��P��RA�CE, I� ��S A �HR�� ���KI� GR��UATION. 
  YOU L��I�S R�A�Y TO GE� O� �H� �R�I�?

 I’M GOIN�  
 BAC� TO 
 SCH�OL.  
 THERE A�E 
 SOME BOOKS 
 I FORGO�, 
 ��D I �US� 
 W��� TO 
��L� A �IT.

 �YE. I’L� MIS� YOU B�TH.

STA� IN TOUCH.

A FEW NIGHTS AGO I ��D A D���M W���� I W�S S�I�MING IN A RIVE�, 
 A�D MY F��ILY ��S T��R�, �LO�G �ITH SO�� STUDE�TS.
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ON B�TH SIDES OF ��� RIV�R W�S A CI��, �U� ��� ��TER ��S CL�A�. 
 �VERY��I�G WAS ���U�IFUL ��� TH� MOO� WAS PE�C�FU�.

WHEN I �O�� UP, I R��LIZED TH� IM�G� W�S LI�� � �RA�I�G, �Y 
�IL�I�� BLA��, C�L��D “TH� �IVE� OF LIF�.” ��D I �HOUGHT, 
Y�S—THIS IS �H�� I ���� FOR �L� �F US—� LIT��E HAP�I�ES� 
I� �HIS B��U�I�UL �IV�R ����ED LIFE. 

...AND I ALSO REALIZED THAT I REALLY NEEDED SUMMER BREAK, AND THAT 
WAS WHAT WOULD ALLOW ME TO DIVE BACK IN WITH THESE KIDS IN FALL. 
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  HE�, W�AT AR� �OU �UYS  
 DOI�G ����? �EV�� CAN 
  SA� �O��BY�?

SNOWY, �OU’RE � G.

 NE�T ��AR I�’S 
GOI�G �O B� 
YOU �HRE� ON 
�HAT S�AG�.

�OU ��OW I�.

  I REAL�Y LIK� MS. �I��, 
 BUT I �ON’T U����STA�D 
 �HY ��� �EA�� ���A���S 
  �IT� A ��IRT.

IT’S A WHITE LADY T�ING.

BAC� AT SCH�OL

           SEE YOU  IN SEPTEMBER.  
                     LOVE YOU.

    BYE,  
   WILD

IMMA’ WRITE YOU 
ANOTHER POEM...
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Afterword
I have been teaching since 1997, and during that time period I have seen 
many positive changes in public education. The kids who come to our 
school are definitely better prepared academically than in the past, and 
some of that is directly attributable to higher standards enforced through 
standardized testing.
	 However, in this brave new world of trying to verify everything 
with data, it is critical to value what is not so easily quantifiable, but also 
what we—as humans—know has worth. Creativity, for example, is almost 
impossible to evaluate using a standardized test, and the increase in the 
amount of standardized testing and its significance to the survival of 
public schools has lead—in many schools—to dropping creative, imaginative 
assignments and course options in favor of ones that help raise a student’s 
test score.
	 One of the biggest challenges for public education going forward 
is how to enforce (and measure) academic skill success, while fostering 
what may be unmeasurable. This is particularly critical for students like 
the ones at Wildcat, where many of the kids are, as Jack Kerouac wrote, 
“The ones who see things differently,” students who often have gifts that 
are not captured through multiple-choice questions. These are also kids 
whose access to resources outside of school is limited, and for whom the 
consequences of graduating or not graduating can be life changing.
	 Ultimately, we need public schools that policy makers would feel 
comfortable sending their own children to. As a society, we need to realize 
that these children—all of them—are our children.

Lisa Wilde
Brooklyn, NY
Nov. 30, 2104
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