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Dedicated to boys everywhere, young and old.





Introduction.

The invention of fire occurred when Ogg Jr. decided to see 
what happens when you rub rocks together near the sulfur 
pit. Fire was born. 

This led immediately to the invention of the time-out.

Boys will be boys. Unfortunately, they will also be arsonists, 
wrecking balls, flooders, and eight-limbed ninjas of destruction. 
It is their nature. Boys are driven to explore, whether it’s the 
mysteries of life or the contents of their own nose. The same 
impulse that inspires them to experiment and discover also 
tells them to cut their own hair. It is what has brought us 
electricity, space exploration, and the vaccine for polio. 

It’s also what brought us Chernobyl, telemarketing, and the 
Great Bathroom Flood of 2013. 

We want to nurture their exuberant drive, but we also want 
the species to continue. This is where you come in. If you 
have a son, you perform heroics every day. You dam geysers, 
extinguish explosions, patch holes, and bandage boo-boos. 
You’ve been mooned and karate-chopped. You have had a 
child pee in your shoes while you were wearing them. You’ve 
survived juice stains, waterlogged phones, dropped laptops, 
and multiple ER visits, and miraculously, the boys have too.

Boys need parents. But the secret truth is that parents need 
boys. It would be awfully boring without them, wouldn’t it?

Still, it might be nice to go one full week without having 
to call a plumber.

Perhaps he’ll be one when he grows up. In the meantime,  
keep going, have fun, and hope that the grandkids are girls. 



To teach him the importance of utensils.

Why Boys Need Parents

SPOON



NOT A SPOON



WE ARE ROBOTS



Because not everything  
needs to be a costume.

Why Boys Need Parents



Because chocolate syrup is not a food group.

Why Boys Need Parents

HEALTHY
STUFF

CHICKEN NUGGETS
SYRUP KETCHUP, RANCH

GUMMI THINGS

CEREAL WITH MALLOWS
PIZZA

FOOD IN CANS / ON STICKS





 Because “snips, snails, and puppy dog tails” 
isn’t supposed to be taken literally.

Why Boys Need Parents



SIGH...





Because every superhero  
needs a sidekick.



So it won’t freeze that way.

Why Boys Need Parents



NASA





Because Grandma can  
still change her will.

Why Boys Need Parents

WILL
NOTHING FOR
BRIAN. HE
KNOWS WHY



Because that’s not what you meant  
by “Clean it inside and out.”

Why Boys Need Parents

CAR WASH NO REFUNDS!



Dad will love this!



To help them rethink their priorities.

Why Boys Need Parents

TO DO DUMP OUT UNDERWEAR DRAWER PULL SHIRTS OFF HANGERS POOP PANTS



WAY AHEAD
OF SCHEDULE





Because someday, he’ll be allowed to drive.



TALENT.
HIS DIAPER. EXTRAORDINARY
FOR WHAT HE JUST DID TO
AND THE COLOR IS A METAPHOR


FRAME OF MIND.
EXPRESSES THE ARTIST'S
THE ERRATIC LINE WORK



To explain that a self-portrait is  
not a portrait done on one’s self.

Why Boys Need Parents



What cake?



To keep them honest.

Why Boys Need Parents





Because we aren’t there yet.

Why Boys Need Parents

WHISPERING
UNDER

BREATH


YELLING

ALSO
YELLING

THREATENING

STOPPING



To sing back-up.

Why Boys Need Parents







Because the Creature from the 
Black Lagoon is not touching the 

white door with those hands.

Why Boys Need Parents

WELL, THAT'S
OFFENSIVE.



Because you can’t be leader of the pack 
with chocolate sundae on your face.

Why Boys Need Parents





To referee their cage-match pillow fights.

Why Boys Need Parents

TERROR
ON THE

TRAMPOLINE
FEATURING

THE SMASH BROS VS BILLY THE KID

THIS FRIDAY AFTER
BASKETBALL PRACTICE





hello.



To check for pool sharks.

Why Boys Need Parents



Why Boys Need Parents

To give them a  
running start.





This is the good life Mr. Kitty.



Because if it weren’t for you, he wouldn’t  
even be wearing underpants.

Why Boys Need Parents





Because Grandma is not King John.

Why Boys Need Parents

GOLD
GOLD



To explain the difference  
between windows and doors.

Why Boys Need Parents





Because not everything 
needs to be climbed.







Because every boy needs a 
mummy (or daddy).

Why Boys Need Parents

CLEAN
YOUR
ROOM



For the sake of the person sitting  
across the table from him.

Why Boys Need Parents





Because they don’t always  
have an exit strategy.

Why Boys Need Parents

SEWER.







Because this happens.

Why Boys Need Parents



Because an in-ground pool will  
not increase the property value.

Why Boys Need Parents





Looking good.



To encourage their fashion sense.

Why Boys Need Parents



Because they might be organic but  
they still don’t go in the compost bin.

Why Boys Need Parents



THIS WAS A STUPID IDEA YEAH, LET'S TRY THE BLUE ONE

KEEP THIS GATE CLOSED





To foil their jailbreaks.

Why Boys Need Parents



Why Boys Need Parents

Because they share their snacks with the  
family member that licks its own butt.

FIDO



Mom says it’s good to share.



WE DEMAND

LEMONADE.

AND

COOKIES!



Because even the SWAT  
team needs backup.

Why Boys Need Parents



Because he’s not going to nag himself.

Why Boys Need Parents







To conserve our natural resources.

Why Boys Need Parents



To teach them where the 
food’s supposed to go.

Why Boys Need Parents



FOOD
HOLE

NOT
FOOD
HOLE





Because it might be hot, and he may 
be a dog, but you still cannot eat him. 

Why Boys Need Parents



To water them daily, so they’ll grow.

Why Boys Need Parents





Just one more!



To be their designated driver.

Why Boys Need Parents



Because where there’s smoke, there’s 
a kid playing with illegal fireworks.

Why Boys Need Parents



I’ve got to try this indoors.



SUMMER



Because sand feels better between 
your toes than up your nostrils.

Why Boys Need Parents





To teach them the art of accessorizing.

Why Boys Need Parents



Because they forget  
to cut out eyeholes.

Why Boys Need Parents



ROBOT ALIENS
FROM

OUTER SPACE





Because they have the attention  
span of—oh look, a squirrel! 

Why Boys Need Parents

WHAT'S
HE

LOOKING
AT?



Because sometimes words fail. 

Why Boys Need Parents
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