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FINE, TodN -

A LITTLE HARD TO
READ IN THE DARK  BUT
WE'RE GETT ING ENOVGH
THROUGH THE WINDOWS

BUT AFTER A wiliLE, THEY
WORE THEMSELVES OUT
AND LEFT.

1S EVERYONE
oRAY?

WE SAT IN THAT EERIE
QUIET FOR SEVERAL HOURS.

what ace yall
even doing hese?!
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104

SURROUNDED BY 50 MANY oF ouR FRIENDS
WE FELT LIKE PRISONERS IN A HOLY WAR.

WE WERE JLBWANT %
AS WE FILED THE

TAIL CEWLS.

BACK AT THE LUNCH COUNTERS , POLICE CoulD
HARDLY KEEP UP WITH THE WAVES 0F STUDENTS
QUIKLY FILLING THE EMPTY SEATS. NO SOONER
WOULD ONE GROUP BE ARRESTED THAN .
ANCTHER. WOULD TAKE ITS PLACE. =

1
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EPUB/Image/page112.jpg
FINE DAIS AFTER. MARSHALL-
SPOKE ,WE RESUMED THE
S\T-INS.

THE NEXT WEEKEND --EASTER--A CONFERENCE
ORGAMIZED BY EWA BAKER OF SCLC* WAS
MELD AT SHAW UNWERSITY (N RALEIGH.

BAKER ASKED T\M LAMWSON wHoSE MESSAGE
APPEALED To THE YOUNG PEOPLE LISTENING,
To GINE THE KENNOTE SPEECH.

THE NAACP™ 1s
TOO CONSERNATWNE--

'oF COLORED PEOPLE

KSOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEAVERSWIP CONFERENCE
4ok NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FoR THE ADVANCEMENT

WE MUST TAP INTO OUR
GREATEST RESOURCE, A PEOPLE
NO LONGER. THE VICTIMS OF RACIAL
EViL, WO CAN ACT IN A DISCILINED
MANNER. To \MPLEMENT
THE CONSTITUTION.

THE WEEKEND CLOSED WITH THE
CREATION OF A STUDENT-RUN
GROVP “THAT WOULD CLORDINATE
AND ORGANIZE THE ENTIRE
SIT-IN MONEMENT,

AND WHATEVER. LAY BEYOND.

i
THAT ORGANIZATION BECAME KNOWN AS THE
STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE,
0% SNCC -~ WHICH WE PRONGUNCED
SIMPLY AS “SNICKY,

12





EPUB/Image/page058.jpg
ETTIR TUEN, o DECEMBER. | 1955,
sz | T ROSA PARKS REFUSED TO MOVE
e o g To TME BACK OF THE BUS.

P ——

wl 7
¥ g o =" - g \F Mou DONT MONE
} v | ‘W BE FORCED TO
(58 o — CAL THE POUCE, AND
\Cuu% Tug{ WILL ARREST
= \ou .

MY FAMILY DIDN'T KnOw RDSA PARKS,
BUT THEY WNEW PLENTY OF WOMEN
LIKE WER. MORE THAN A FEW WINES
AND MOTHERS FROM PIKE COUNTY
DID DOMESTIC. WORK. (N MONTGOMERY.

SHE WAS ARRESTED.

MONTGOMERY WAS TUST FIFTY MILES DOWN THE ROAD FRoM US.
OUR MIMISTER L\VED THERE, MOST oF MY TEACHERS WERE FROM
THERE. SO WHEN DR. KING , AS PRESIDENT OF THE MONTGOMERY
\MPRONEMENT ASSOCIATION, LED A BM@TT OF THOSE BUSES,

)






EPUB/Image/page007.jpg
-~ w M WE HAVE
=N A WORD WITH

THE MATOR?Z

e MAY WE HAVE
A WORD W\TP
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LAWSOR TAUGHT LS How TO PROTECT OURSELNES,

How TO DISARM OUR. ATTACKERS
21 CONNECTING W\TH THEIR.
HUMANITY,

MANTAIN
ENE CONTACT,

W

Wow To PROTECT
EACH OTHER,,

How To SURVIVE.

@UT THE HARDEST PART TO LEARN-—
To TRULY UNDERSTAND, OEEP W
YOUR. HEART-- —

WAS How To FIND LOVE FOR YouR ATTACKER.
Do NOT LET THEM

SHAKE YOUR FATH
N NONVIOLENCE ==

82
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BERNARDY
WEVE GOTTA

THEY'VE
BOMBED T
LoO®BMS' vouse!

n

wal\, AT 5:30 AM.,
SOMEONE THREW DYNAMITE
AT THE LOOBYS' HOUSE FRoM
A PASSING CAR--—

| THINK SO.
\T Looks LIKE,
MIRACULOUSLY 7 L
NO ONE WAS \F WERE TO
INTURED. PIE OLRSELIES
HEARD, WE MUST

PRAMATIZE THE SITU-
ATION, AND WE RAVE
O STAND TORETHER.
OUR. 0N GONERNMENT

THE BUAST TorE

off THE FRONT oF

THE HOUSE, AND PECPLE

ARE SAYING [T SHATTERED

inDowS A BLock.
AN

WHAT ABOYT
THE LooBYs 7 \
2] WENE GoT TO
MRE TUEY OKAY 2 Do SOMETHING |

AND (TS GOTT,
BE NOW.

LETS GET THE WORD -
OuT To OLR PEORLE AND

SEND A TELEGRAM TO
MAYOR. WEST--

LET HiM KNOW
WERE ON OUR WAY
To SEE H

116
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e

... How FAR.
WE'VE COME-

WAs 13 YEARS O,
MEETING WITH
PRESIDENT KENNEDY ...

THIS 15 MY
OFFICE , WHERE | DO
MOST 6F M4 WORK
HERE 1N WASHINGTON.

AND THIS ONE WAS
TAKEN AVGUST 22,1463,
AT THE MARCH on

WASHNGTON WHERE DR.WUNG
GAVE WS | HAVE A DREAM”
SpeEcH.

SoRRN IF ITS
A UTTLE
Junky,

Ty
LN

0

19
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THE NEXT EVENING, DR. KNG
ARRINED TO SPEAK--

SW% DOWNTOWN WASHVILLE STORES SERNED

FooD TO BLACK CUSTOMERS PR THE
FIRST TIME IN THE CITY'S HISTORY.
4>
s
—-1 CAME To NASHVILLE
NOT To BRING INSPIRATION,
gur To GAIN INSPIRATION
FROM THE GREAT MOVEMENT
TUAT HAs TAKEN PLACE
1N THIS COMMUNITY.

LET uS NoT
DESPAIR.
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NO ONE ELSE CouLD
TELL THOSE CHICKENS ¢ TMERE WERE
APART, AND NO ONE RHODE \SLAND REDS,

CARED TO.

BANTAMS,

| KNEW EVERY ONE OF THEM BY
APPEARANCE AND PERSONALITY.
TWEM WERE EACH \NDIVIDUALS To ME.

SOME | EVEN NAMED,

\T Took. uS
FWE DAYS TO
GET HER OUT.

WE FINALLY PUT SOME
BREAD CRUMBS IN A
BASKET AND LOWERED

T DowN-

8\Gr BELLE,
FOR \NSTANCE-~

SHE FELL DowN
THE WELL .

R\GHT N THAT
BASKET .

23
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As THE OTHERS MADE
THEIR WAY TO THE FIELDS
AND THE DR'S WORK,

| WouLD SLIP AWAY .

| WouLD GET UP AND EAT
BREAKFAST , LIKE NORMAL.

51





EPUB/Image/page066.jpg
| THOUGHT ABouT TROY STATE, TusT
A FEW MILES FROM MY PARENTS HOME,
WHERE NO BLACK STUDENT WAS ALLOWED,

S0 \ APPLED
AS A TRANSFER
STUDENT.

FINALLY, | DECIDED o \NTRoDUCE
MYSELF To THE onLY PERSON WO
| THOVGHT COULD UNDERSTAND
WHAT | WAS TRYING To DO :

ONER THE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS |

EXCHANGED A SERIES oF LETTERS AND

PHONE CALS wiTH REV. RALPH

ABERNATRY AND A LAWHER NAMED
FRED GRAY.

EVERYONE KNEW FRED GRAM.

HE REPRESENTED ReSA PA‘KKS,

AND WAS Now DR- KING'S
ATTORNEN.

66

o o 9 o

ONE MONTH PASSED,
EN ANOTHER. |
VER HEARD BACK..

3

FINALLY, GRAY AND ABERNATHY
WROTE To TELL ME THAT DR.KING
WANTED To MEET ME.
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8

WIS WORDS LIBERATED ME.

| THOVGHT, THIS IS IT...

THIS 1S THE WAY OLT.






EPUB/Image/page035.jpg
\ WAS NOWHERE To BE SeeN
AT THOSE FAMILY MEALS.

THEY woulD THEN DRAWN

THE BLOOD FROM \TS BoDY
AND DIP \T \N BOILING WATER,
SCALDING \T To LROSEN |TS
FERTHERS FOR PLUCKING.

50 you stopped raisii
chickens becavse W wis
400 hard o see them

be killed ?

THOSE CHICKENS WAS
TusT A PART OF LIFE.

BUT EVENTUAUM,
| BEGAN SPENDING MORE
TIME DO\NG SCHOOLWORK,
STUDMING, AND MY EXES
BEGAN OFPENWNG TO THE
WORLD AROUND ME.

why did yov

need ‘o study
more.7

Z

| DD OKAY.

| WASN'T THE

did you fail
ool Rests?

BUT SCHOOL WAS
IMPORTANT To ME,
AND IT WAS ULTIMATELY
THE REASON | GOT
INVOLVED N THE
VL RIGHTS

35
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100

VIOLENCE DoES
REGET VIOLENCE,






EPUB/Image/page071.jpg
To ATTEND TRoY STATE
WE'LL HAVE TO SUE THE
STATE OF ALABAMA AND
THE BOARD of EDUCATION.

THEY' RE
GOING TO HAVE
To SIGN.

o> ENOVG
FiLe A suT-- Mol
WAVE To GET HouR
PARENTS' OKAY.

BuT IF YoU WANT
o GO, WELL HELP-—
WELL RAISE THE MONEY
Yo FILE THOSE SUITS;
AND WE'LL SUPPORT
oL AL THE WAY.

BuT You MUST
KEEP 1N MIND-

NoUR PARENTS
Could LosE THEIR
ToBS. YouR FAMILM
\oME CouLD BE BOMBED
OR BURNED.

o€ your
T
A @'{L‘C‘ el

\@iig!!nmiwlm
5 = l | =

Nou NEED TO GO
BACK To TROY AND
TALL T OVER WITH

T NouR FAMILY.

n
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54

THE DOCTRINE OF "SEPARATE BUT EQUAL'— UPON
WHICH THE ENTIRE INSTITUTION OF SEGREGATION
WAS BASED — HAD BEEN RULED UNCONSTITUTIONAL.

| WAS SO EXCITED-- SURELY TS
EVERNTHING WAS GOING A\
To CHANGE. \ THOUGHT THAT, CoME
FAW, \'D BE RIDING A ot EVERYBODY WAS
STATE-OF-THE- ART BUS 0 EXCITED.
T A STATE-OF-THE- ART

BuT MY PARENTS' ATTITUDE DIDN'T BOTHER ME NEARLY

AS MUCH AS THoSE AMONG: THE MINISTERS AT THE CHURCH,

Who NEVER MENTIONED THESE INJUSTICES IN THEIR SERMONS.
)

e |

17 Dip NOT ESCAPE MY
NOTICE THAT OUR. MINISTER
AwAYS DEFARTED CHoRck \N
A NERY NICE AUTOMOBILE .





EPUB/Image/page097.jpg
THAT NIGHT, TIM LAWSON ASKED TO = “THE STORE OWNERS
MEET WITH THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE . Y/ ARE ASKING PoR A
MORATORIUM ON
THE SIT-INS--

THEM SAY Txﬂm
EED SOME TME
N ToGETHER A

PrOPOSAL.

B4 THE END OF THE WEEK , WE WAD HEARD NOTHING.
SO WE DECIDED THAT SATURDAY WE WOULD SIT-IN AGAMN.

——2

OUR NUMBERS WERE MULTIPLVING SO FAST THAT
HUNDREDS OF VOLUNTEERS HAD NOT YET BEEN
TRANED 1N THE WAY oF NONVIOLENCE, SO | WROTE

UP A BASIC LIST OF “DO's AND DON'T’s* To BE
DISTRIBUTED.
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L

JOHN LEWIS
ANDREW AYDIN .
- NATE POWELL -
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EPUB/Image/page107.jpg
FIRST ofF,V'ALL SHOULD
SRR |t e
N GROUPS of HALE A s o oD
GRoVES of H DEFENDANTS BE TRIED
S i \NDWIDUALLY. THEN DO
e HAVE A RGHT T A
FAIR TRIAL.

T Tese YowG PEORE
WERE NOT DISTURBING THE
PEACE-— FAR FROMT.

THEN WERE PEACERUL
CUSTOMERS, FULLY  COMPLANT Y
orTH THE_ LAW, WHO WERE

WARASSED AND BEATEN.

107
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92

. SeRIVSLY

M GoING TO !

1 G d TRKE \T.

| WON'T NEED
IT, SIk.

OKA, 'M GOING TO WEAR
THE SCARF--AND | APPRECIATE
1T-- BT You AW REALLY
DON'T HAVE TO GO TO
ALL THIS TROUBLE,

THERE WAS A HALE
FooT oF snows oN THE
GROUND I NASHVILLE THE
DA WE FIRST SATING
AND | SURVIVED

THAT...
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mIJ ARE You THE \ )
oy FRoM N ‘\
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i¥'s store polic

o sl !

colored people
here.

)\ o, i'm Socry .
B G T a asout THE z heqee with Yo,
r

WHITE STUDENTS? cAN 5o we can't seve
Ml BE SERVED? Hew either. /
v Tltlll!uuumumm’n‘f

NO HARSH WORDS
NO VIOLENCE.

No ONE EVEN PAID MucH
 AT(ENTION AS WE LEFT.

WHEN NEWS OF THIS STUDENT- LED CAMPAIGN
SPREAD, WORDS OF ENCOVRAGEMENT AND SUPPORT
FLOWED In FROM AROUND TUE CoUNTRM,

WE DECIDED TO STAGE
ouR SEconND TEST SIT-1N
THE FOLLOWING SATURDAN
DECEMBER 5™





EPUB/Image/page043.jpg
ARRWVING IN BUFFALO AFTER
SEVENTEEN WoURS OF TRAVEL
B LUAS AN OTHERWORLDLY EXPERIENCE.

WHEN WE REACHED MY UNULE O.C.s AwD
DINKS HOUSE , | COULDN'T BELIEVE 1T --
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KENTUCKY,

THESE WERE THE STATES WE
HAD TO BE CAREFUL 1N AS WE
MADE OUR WAY NORTH.






EPUB/Image/page026.jpg
| FEL

ASLEEP MANY NIGHTS DREAMING
-

IT THE WAY{ OTHER CHILDReN
DREAMED ABoUT BICHCLES AND

DOLL HOUSES .

BUT | WAS NEVER

ABLE TO AFFORD 1T, 6

i€ you \oved
chickens s much, why \ SoPPosE THERE ARE
didwt you become 2 MANY REASONS. GROWING
icken Carmer? 0P, WHAT | RENLY WANTED
7o 82 WAS A PREACHER.
AN UNCLE GAVE ME A
BIBLE FOoR CHRISTMAS
\ WHEN | WAS FouR--

o |

—-and NES, !
DO REMEMBER
WHED | WAS FouR-.

1" NEVER FoRGET
MY MOTHER READING ALouD
To ME THE FIRST wORDS
1N THAT Beok--






EPUB/Image/page059.jpg
1 LISTENED FIRSTHAND TO ACCOUNTS
OF WHAT WAS HAPPENING,

| FoLLOWED 1T ALMOST

Nz NEGROEDS RE
60O 0 8€ TRRTICTRUNG

empry! eveny day .
T TS TIME

Jueq'd be G, b heces
wardly > sovl riding [
Haose buses wow-

THE B{COTT WENT ON FoR.
MORE THAN A YEMR.

DR. KING'S EXAMPLE SHowED

ME THAT 1T WAS POSSIBLE T DO

MORE AS A MINISTER THAN WHAT

| HAD WI\TNESSED (N MY owN
CHvRCH .

| WAS INSPIRED.

59
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CANNON HOUS
OFFICE BUILDING

S






EPUB/Image/page077.jpg
TWA TALKED ABOUT THE MONTGOMERY
8US BONCOTT, HE SPOKE oF GIANDHI, THIS
WAR RESISTANCE LITTLE BROWN MAN FROM INDIA
ABOUT o ' USING TUE WAY OF NONNIOLENCE
ABOUT NONNIOLENCE, To FREE AN ENTIRE 7
NATION OF PEOPLE .

AND How WE CouLD APPLM NONVIOLENCE, “THE EVIL OF
RACISM,

TUST AS DR.KING DID IN MONTGOMERY,
ALL ACROSS AMERICA-- SOUTH AND NORTH--
To ERADICATE SOME OF THE EVILS
WE ALL FACED:

THE EVIL OF
PovERTY,

T\M LAWSON CONVEMED THE

URGENCY OF DEVELOPING OUR.

PHILOSOPHY, OUR. D ISCIFLINE
OUR UNDERSTANDING,

7





EPUB/Image/page105.jpg
WE WEREN'T ABUT TO CCOPERATE
(N ANY WAY WITH THE SMSTEM
ALLOWING THE VERY DISCRIMINATION
WE WERE PROTESTING.

BUT |T DIDN'T MATTER. -

THE PoLICE WANTED NOTHING MORE THAN TO
BE RID OF S, SO THEY REDUCED THE BAIL
FROM $\00 TO $5 APIECE.

IT DIDN'T TAKE NASH ILLE'S
POWERS -THAT-BE LONGE TO REALZE
T wAS \MPoSSIBLE T0 FORCE US
To PAY R wAY ouT.

105
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EPUB/Image/page113.jpg
OKAY{, IM GOING Now.

ANDREW WILL TAKE YOU

o THE GIATHERING PoINT

BEFORE GOING TO MOouR.
SEATS.

XoU HAVE
EVER{TWING?

B/ WEW BE FINE.
Nou STAY WARM

LET THE SPIR\T
OF HisTory BE  JiW

13





EPUB/Image/page050.jpg
BUT SOMETIMES GoING TO SCHOOL WAS A LUXURY
MM FAMILY  COULDN'T AFFORD. WHEN PLANTING AWD
HARVESTING SEASONS ARRWED, THE REALITY OF THOSE

FIELDS DISRLACED ANM DREAMS ABUT THE FUTURE.

I'D PLEAD WITH THEM
T LET ME Go.

Il

(D EXPLAIN How FPR
4 BEHIND I'D FALL IF | MISSED
= THOSE DAYS OF CLASSWORK.

G
A
4

50

e

we v\ﬁgd
ou here
Bob.
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< T =
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EPUB/Image/page022.jpg
IT WAS EVERY PENNY MY FATHER HAD TO His NAME
MoNEY EARNED BY TENANT FARMING.

MY FATHER WAS A
SHARE CROPPER. .

| NEVER HAD ANY FEELINGS ABouT THE
OTHER ANIMALS ON OUR FARM,

&£ BUT | WAS ALWANS
= DRAWN To THE CHICKENS |

]

<
;f
U.’.f P> 2

| FELT THe NEED TO

| NEVER Tosk THE CMICKENS
TALK. T© THEM FIRST,

STRAGHT ™ THE YARD To FEED ThEM-—
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WE DROVE PAST PRISON WORK GANGS
ALMOST EVERY DAY. THE PRISONERS
WERE ALWAYS BLACK.

AS WERE THE FOLKS WORKING
s TRE FIELDS BEYoND THEM.

YoU CoULON'T HELP
BUT NOTICE.

DESPITE EVERNTHING THAT CoNFRONTED
ME ON THE wAY To ScHooL,

| WAS IN HEAVEN ONCE |
STEPPED INSIDE 1 T.

| LoVED GoING To THE LIBRARY, IT wAS THE
FIRST TIME | EVER SAW BLACK NEWSPAPERS
AND MAGAZ\NES LikE SET, EBONY, THE
BATIMORE AFRO-AMER\CAN | 0R

THE CMICAGO DEFENDER.

AND LU NEVER FSRGET MY
LIBRARIAN, COREEN WARNEY.

7 My DEAR. CHILDREN,

READ, READ
EVERYTHING.

—

I

49





EPUB/Image/page006.jpg
WPV
ANSSEMBLYY

NOUR. MARRCW
\5 NOV CONDULWE
<O W puBL\C <
SNEETX-— NOU RRE ORDERED
<0 D\SPERSE =
GO SR TO NOUK
CMURECH OR O
NOLR WOMESY
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EPUB/Image/page040.jpg
BLACK DRWERS WE PASSED GOWNG THE CTHER DIRECTION, tk}

FACED AN ADDED DANGER.,
THEIR L\CENSE PLATES MAKWNG
THEM VISIBLE TARGETS.

SOMETIMES THEY WAD
To FACE WORSE .

7 what e then
ankee (agers
‘;}:Gng w&’(‘z\asa cac
vke whak?

40





EPUB/Image/page034.jpg
I'D CRY, REFUSE TO
SPEAK. TD THEM FOR.
THE REST OF THE DAY --
EBVEN SK\P TWAT
EVENING'S MEAL.

WORSE, THOUGH, WAS
WATCHING MY MOTHER OR FATHER
KILL ONE OF THE CHICKENS FoR
- A SPECIAL SUNPAY PINNER.

L 75l

THEY WOULD E'THER BREAK
\TS NECK. WITH THEIR HANDS,

SPINNING IT AROUND
UNTIL THE BONE
S NAPPED

OR SIMPLY CHOP
TWE HEAD OFF,

34






EPUB/Image/page083.jpg
WE TOOK A NAME-- TWE NASHVILLE
STUDENT MOVEMENT. BECAUSE OF OuR
DISTRUST OF CENTRAUZED POWER,

WE INSISTED ON A ROTATING
LEADERSHIP.

WE WERE ALL IN THIS
TOGETHER.

WE CULD SHOP THERE AND PAY THE
SAME PRICES AS WHITE CUSTOMERS,
BUT WE COULDN'T USE THE
DRESSING ROOMS, OR. SIT AT THE
LUNCH CoUNTER- To EAT.

T WAS HUMILIATING.

$0 WE DECIDED THE DEPARTMENT STORE LUNCH COUNTERS
WouLD BE OUR FIRST TARGET.
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So | APPLIED To
GO T SCHooL THERE,

D o
] e

AD WAS ACCEPTED, .-

~

AND | GoT A ToB WASHING DISHES
AND SERVING FooD ON THE LINE.

BUT 1 GOT To KNOW AL THE
FACULTY, STUDENTS, AND NISITORS .
EVERYBODY NEEDS To EAT.

| LovED THE NEW IDEAS COULEGE
WAS \NTRODUCING ME TO, 1N
RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY -~
BUT | COLLDN'T STOP THINKING
ABOUT THE SOCIAL GOSPEL.

WERE | WAS READING ABOUT
TUSTICE, WHEN THERE WERE
BRAVE PEOPLE OUT THERE
WORKING O MAKE IT HAPPEN.

|\ STARTED To FEEL GuixY
¥FoR- NOT DOING MORE.

| BECAME RESTLESS.
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THERE WOULD BE NO RESTAVRANTS FoR LS TO
SToP AT UNTIL WE WERE WELL. OUT OF THE SoUTH,

S0 WE CARRIED OVR
RESTAURANT RIGHT |
THE CAR WITH US.

STOPPING FOR GAS AND BATHROOM
BREAKS TOOK. CAREFuL PLANNINGE.
UNCLE OTiS HAD MADE THIS TRIP BEFORE, AND HE KNEW wHICH PLACES

== - ALoNG THE WAY OFFERED
= S “COLORE D" BATHROOMS
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ON THE MORNING OF FEBRUARY 271*,1960,
WE GATHERED TO HEAR. WILL CAMPBELL , A
WHITE MINISTER WHO'D BEEN RUN ouT oF
ORFORD, MIss1551 PP, FOR. PLAYING
PING-PONG WITH A BLACK MAN

THE DAY BEFORE, WE'D GOTTEN WORD
FROM NASHUILLE'S CHIEF OF POUCE THAT
ANNONE INVOLNED \N FURTHER.
PROTESTS WOULD BE ARRESTED.

- & |
oy 13

THERE WERE ALSO RUMORS OF PLANNED ATTACKS
BY YOUNG WHITES, WHICH THE POUCE DID NOT

SO ON THIS PARTICULAR MORNING, WILL CAMPBELL
RAM> COME To TELL US WHAT HE HAD HEARD FROM
IS CONTACTS IN THE WHITE COMMUNITY,

IF You ATTEMPT TO
SIT-WN | THE BUSINESS
COMMUN ITY, THE LOCAL
OFFICIALS , Anp THE
AUTHORITIES WiLL
ALL PULL BACK--

TEY WiLL LET PoLIcE
AND... THE ROUGH ELEMENT
W THE WHITE COMMUNITY

COME INTO THE STORES
AND BENT You.

BUT IT IS
YOUR DECISION.

WE KNEW WE CoulPN'T LET THE
THREAT OF VIOLENCE SToP us.

WE WERE GOING To S\T-IN .
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(From left t right): Nate Powell, Congressman John Ley Photo by Sandi Villarreal

ANDREW AYDIN, an Atlanta native, currently serves in Rep. John Lewis”Wash-
ington, D.C. office handling telecommunications and technology policy as well as new
media. Previously, he served as communications director and press secretary during
Lewis’ 2008 and 2010 re-election campaigns, as district aide to Rep. John Larson, and
as special assistant to Connecticut Lt. Governor Kevin Sullivan. Andrew is a graduate of
the Lovett School in Atlanta, Trinity College in Hartford, and Georgetown University
in Washington, D.C.

NATE POWELL is a New York Times best-selling graphic novelist born in Little
Rock, Arkansas in 1978. He began self-publishing at age 14, and graduated from the
School of Visual Arts in 2000. His work includes the critically acclaimed Any Empire,
Swallow Me Whole (winner of the Eisner Award and Ignatz Award, finalist for the LA
Times Book Prize), The Year of the Beasts, The Silence of Our Friends, and Sounds of Your
Narme.

Powell appeared at the United Nations in 2011, discussing his contribution to the
fiction anthology What You Wish For: A Book for Darfur alongside some of the world’s
foremost writers of young adult fiction.

In addition to March, Powell is also currently drawing the graphic novel adaptation
of Rick Riordan’s #1 international bestseller Heroes of Olympus: The Lost Hero, while
writing and drawing his own forthcoming graphic novel Cover and assembling the short
story collection You Don’t Say.
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= THEN, ONE SUNDAT MORNING 1 EARS
1955, \ wAS L\STeniNG To WRMA ouT
oF MONTGOMERY WHEN | HEARD A SERMON

BY SOMEONE UNKNOWN TO ME —
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FURY SPENDS ITSELF PRETT| Quickyy
WHEN THERES NO FURY FACING \T.

TRk 1

THE BEATING SUBSIDED.

THE GRowp AT KRESS'S
FACED HWUMILIATION.

= - ¥
AT MECLELLAN'S, PAUL LAPRAD DREW 7
FOR BEING WHITE, o
—— &
. b2
4 e
w{ | X
o
| { e
o
Se
oo

THE POLICE, Conspicuously ABSENT WHILE
WE WERE BEATEN, ARRINED QUICKLY AFTER
THE MOB WORE THEMSELVES OULT.

\F You Do NOT MovE ‘
FROM MOUR SENTS AND
| ENE. s ESTABLISHMENT,

T ool BE PLACED

ooer. ARREST!
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WASHINGTON, DL
TANVARY 20, 2009.
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B W0ON, THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
WAD GATHERED AT TENNESSEE STATE

D MARCH ON CITY WAL
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12

MY FATHER DIDN'T SR A WORD TO ME oN
THE RIDE BACK FROM THE BuS STATION, EITHER.

BUT THE NEXT MORNING THEY SAT

ME Down FoR QUESTIONING,

ASKING ME WHAT HAD UAPPENED
THE PREVIOUS DAY.

AT FIRST THEY WANTED T BE
N SUPPORTWE, BUT THEN WERE AFRAID.
- B NOT SUST FoR. THEMSELVES , BUT
S FoR THOSE AROUND VS, ouR
.- FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS.

<4 THEM SAID THEM DIDN'T WANT

ANYTHING 7o Do Wi FiLnG
A suT AGAINST THE STATE

oF ALABAMA. NOTHWNGL
NOT ONE THING.

| WAS WEARTBROKEN, BUT
T WAS THEIR DEC\SION.
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THIS TIME, | THINY THEY
WERE EXPECTING LS.

SERVE COLORED
PEOPLE WERE.

MAY | SPEAK
To THE MANAGER,
PLEASE?

VM SRR, IT'S
STORE PoLICY NOT
T SERVE NEGROES.

AND SO AGAIN,
WE LEFT WITHOUT £
INCIDENT, 3

N TANUARY , FOLLOWING THE WINTER.
BREAK FROM SCHOOL, OUR. WEEKLY

WORKSHOP NUMBERS SWELLED. )|

WE WERE CLOSE TD READY , THOUGH
NO SPECIFIC. DATE HAD YET BEEN
SET FOR OUR FIRST SIT-N

A6 FATE -- OR THE SPIRIT OF WISTRRY--
WOULD HAE |T, SOMEONE ELSE
MADE THE MOVE FOR. LS.

ON MONDAY | FEBRUARY |, 1910 1N

GREENSBORD, NORTH CAROLINA, FOUR

FRESHMEN FROM NORTH CAROLINA AT

ToOK. SEATS AT THE DOWNTOWN

OOLWORTH'S LUNCH COUNTER. ONE OF THEM WAD READ THE
F.O.R. Comic ABoUT DR. KNG
AND MONTGOMERY , wiicH
GOT THEM TALKING ABOUT
NONNIOLENT AcTioN.

Vi soeey, But
VTS AGMNST SORE
foucy T SerRVE
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THERE, FoR THE
FIRST TIME IN MY
LIFE | RODE AN
ESCALATOR .

MY AUNT LEOLA AND AUNT
MAE CHARLES Took ME
SHOPPING DANNTOWN ONE
DAY AT A DEPARTMENT STORE
CAWED SATTLER'S.

| FoUND MY WAY T® THE CANDY CouNTER
AND IT WAS LIKE MAGIC.

EVEN HEARD
OF SucH A THING.

| TRED To MAKE THAT BAG
OF NEAPOLITAN CAND'
LAST FoREVER.
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To the past and future children

of the movement.
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81 THE TIME | WAS FIVE | CouLD READ
1T MMSELF, AND ONE PHRASE STRuCK
ME STRONGLY | THOUGH | COULDN'T
COMPREHEND IT5 FuLL. MEANING

AT THE TIME--

| would GET THEM ALL \NTO THE
HENHOUSE AND SETTLE THEM ON THEIR ROOSTS.

THEY WOULD SIT QUIETLY.

X THEY wWoULD Bow
THEIR HEADS,

THEY WouLD SHAKE
THEIR. HEADS,

So | PREACHED To MY CHICKENS
TUST ABOLT EVERY NGHT.

guT THE{ would NEVER
QUITE SAM AMEN.
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\

AFTER HEARING OF MY SERMON,
THE MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER
A, ASKED To TAKE MY PICTURE
g FOR AN ARTICLE.

TUAT WAS THE FIRST TIME
\ EVER SAW MM NAME N PrRINT.
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DR. WRIGHT WAS THE FIRST BLACK.
COLLEGE PRESIDENT IN THE COUNTRY
To TAKE SucH A STAND.

UNWERSITY PRESIDENT DR .
STEPHEN 3. WRIGHT ADDRESSED
MORE THAN 4,000 STUDENTS
TAMMED \NTD THE UNWERSITY
CHAPEL.

} I THAT SUNDAY_MORNING, FISK.

o THE STUDENTS
wio OOk PART_IN
ESTERDAY'S ACTIONS,
\ SR To Mov -

| STAND WITH You.

NRASHVILLE
STANDS WITH
Nov.

0
%

THE NEXT DAY
WE ALL WENT TO COURT.

Z. ALEXANDER LOOBY, AN OLDER.
AN FROM THE WEST INDIES, WAS
OUR LEAD ATTORNET, AND THE,
FIRST BLACK MAN ON NASKVILLES
CITY couNaL 1 FORTY YEARS.
TUREE AMAZING uv;éa.s HE HAD ALSO WORKED wiTH
CAME To oUR. DEFERSE, THURGOGD MARSHALL .
REFUS NG To CHARGE
EVEN A DIME.
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ALL THESE ASPECTS OF MY CHICKEN PLAY T\cKLED
MY PARENTS AT FIRST, BuT THEIR AMUSEMENT VANISHED
As | BEGAN SERIOUSLY PROTESTING THER OWN
TREATMENT OF THE BIRDS.

FROM TIME TO TIME, THEY WOULD HAVE NO CAsH
To PAY THE ROLLING STONE MAN FOR SOME SORELY-NEEDED
SUGAR OR FLOUR, so TWEY WOULD OFFER
A BIRD W BARTER. (NSTEAD.

ONE OF MY CHICKENS,
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| WAS ONE OF THE FIRST
VOLUNTEERS TO ATTEND.

\T WASN'T A VERM LARGE MEETING.
| WAS THE ONLY STUDENT TO GO
FROM MY WTTLE ScHool .

THERE WERE YoUNG PEOPLE LIKE
DIANE NASH FRoM FISK UNIWERSITY.
OTHERS CAME FROM MEHARRY
WEDICAL COULEGE
AND TENNESSEE

AT THE TIME, TIM LAWSON wAS
A GRADUATE STUDENT In THE DIVINITY
ScHooL AT VANDERBILT.

WE ALSO REPRESENTED AN ORGANIZATION
CAUED THE FELLOWSH\P OF RECONC\LIATION,
BETTER KNOwN AS F.0.R., A PACIFIST 7
GROUP COMMITTED O THE PHILOSOPHY kb
AND DISCIPLINE OF NON-VIOLENCE .,

F.O.R. HAD ALSO PUBLISWED A POPULAR COMIC Book
CALED MARTIN LUTHER KinG AND Tie MONTGOMERY
STOR, WHICH EXPLAINED THE BASICS OF PASSIVE
RESISTANCE AND NON-VIOLENT ACTION AS TooLS
FoR. DESEGREGATION.

| WANT TO
START WORKING WITH
\ouNG PEORLE, WITH
STUDEMTS - HIGH SCHool 7
AND COLLEGE STUDENTS,
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NONEMBER. 2%, 1454,

N

WE STARTED w\TH "TEST SIT-\ns" ).
To TEST THE LOCAL SToRES' POLICIES,
ESTABLSHING THAT THEM woulD NOT
SERVE AN INTERRACIAL OR
ALL-BLACK. CrROUP:

———

OUR PLAN WAS SIMPLE.
ENTER A STORE, Ask To BE
SERNED, AND 1F-- 0R WHEN]--
WE WERE REFUSED WE
WoULP LEANE.

| we were ALL
NERNOVS.

WE EACH PURCHASED SOMETHING,
ESTABUSHING US AS LEGITIMATE
PAING CUSTOMERS  AND THEN

SAT DoWN AT THE LUNCH CouNTER
For A BITE To EAT.
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APRIL \4,140,0.
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THIS cUT DowN oN THE
NUMBER. OF “BAD" EGGS,

S0, | BUILT A MAKESHIFT
INCUBATOR.

1T WORKED.

| ALso LEARNED THAT A HEN
WILL CONTINVE To SET AS LoNG
AS SHE HAS EGGS UNDERNEATH HER.

S0 BY SLIPPING MORE EGGS UMDER
MY HENS, | WAS ABLE To KEEP THEM
SETTING ANGTHER THREE WEEKS.

| ALWAMS HOPED TO SNE
ENOUGH MONEY Fok AN ACTUAL
INCUBATOR,| LIKE THE $I18.45
MODEL ADVERTISED N THE
SEARS-ROEBUCK CATAWG

WE cwé THAT CATALOG
ouk. WISH BooK..
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1T WASN'T UNTIL WE
GOT WTO OWIO

TTHAT \ COULD FEEL
UNCLE OTIS RELAYX-—
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OUR NUMBERS SWELLED TO oNER
200 STUDENTS FOR. OUR. NEXT
St ON THWRSDAY , FEBRUARY 1874,

AGAN, THE COUNTER WAS CLOSED.

THAT AFTERNOON , WE STAYED FoR
HOURS WITHOUT INCIDENT

W.T. GRAN

A
i

EOPLE WERE STARTING
 To NOTICE.

9%
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WHEN | GOT HOME , MY FATHER weulD BE FURIOUS.

| wAS_CERTAIN HE'D
\ TAW MM RIDE.

NEVER Do

BUT HE_NEVER DD WHIP
ME-- NOT OVER. THAT.

I DID \T AGAN, AND
OF COURSE WE WOULD
SCOLD ME AGAIN-

BUT DEEP INSIDE | THINK HE KNEW
THERE WAS ND STOPPING ME.

ONE MAY MORNING \N_14SY,
NEAR THE END OF MY FRESHMAN
\EAR oF WIGH ScHooL, | READ

A MEADLIVE “THAT TuST TURNED
WA WORLD UPSIPE-DOWN-

THIS WAS A LIFE DECISION
\ HAD MADE, AND \T WAS

NEAR-MPOSSIBLE TO TURN
ME AWAY FRoM \T.

THE V.S, SUPREME CouRT HAD HANDED
DowN \Ts DECISION IN Tde Schoo L
DESEGREGATION CASE OF BROWN VS.
TME BOARD OF EDUCATION of ToPEKA.

A\
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S
i
e N

MY FATHER BouGHT ¢t IN
-TME SPRING of 1440 FoR $300.

T FIELDS

WE LWED 0N IO ACRES OF

COTTON, CORN , AND PEANV
IN A LITTLE CORNER of
PAKE COUNTY, ALABAMA.
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7' WHAT DID ou Do ?
1GH ScHooL 7
A\Tﬁ glgﬂw GOé)L MY MOTMER WAD A PART-TIME ToB
WORKING AT THE WHITE BAPTIST
OFFERING HOME W DOWNTOWN
ROV, ALABAMA.

NES 2 NO.

MY MOTHER.
HELPED ME GO
To COLLEGE...

ONE DA AT WORK, SHE SAW A
LITTLE PAPER PUBLISHED BY THE
ALABAMA BAPTIST CONNENTION
(which wag all-white).

T MENTIONED A Scrtool 1N NASHVILLE
et CALLED AMERICAN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY THAT WAS TOINTLY SuppoRTED
B THE WHITE SOUTHERN BAPTISTS AND
BLACK NATIONAL BAPTISTS.

ACCORDING To THE ARTICLE,
1T WAS A SCHooL FoR BLACK MEN AND
WOMEN TO STUDY TO BECOME MINISTERS
OR. MISSIONARIES -~ AND \T OFFERED
A WORK-STUDY PROGRAM oN CAMPUS
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THE COUNTY DIDN'T
BOTMER PAVING ROADS INTO
“CoLoRED * COMMUNITIES UNLESS
T WAS NECESSARY  FoR.

WHITE TRAFFIC T PASS
THROVGH.

R OUR BUS ITSELF_WAS AN OLD
HAND-ME- DowN, TuST LIKE
OUR. SCHOOLBEOKS.

| REALIZED HOw 6D I
WHEN WE FINALLY a.mlo“é‘;%
THE PAVED HIGHWAY, THE AN
ROAD RUNNING EAST FroM TROY
AND PASSED THE WHITE !
CHILDREN'S BUSES.

AR N

WE PASSED THEIR SCHOOLHOUSES
AS WELL, WITH NICE PLAYGROUND
EQUIPMENT OLTSIDE -~ NOTHING LKE

OUR CLVSTER OF SMALL CINDERBLOCK
BUILDINGS WITH A DIRT FIELD ouT
BACK PR RECESS.
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| WhS NOT AFRAID.

LIKE | HAD CROSSED ONER.

U U‘W
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MY CHILDROOD NICKNAME,

BABY BROTHER,
\ou LOOK. oD,
WHERE'S {oUR HAT,

_¢ROW SOME PLACE
ouR SCARF7

OR AMOTHER., UNDER.
e PORCH MOST
TIMES, We WOoL--

e, ROsAL i ECe
TS o vau? VL BE OKAY.

You Two HAVE
MovR TEKETST
ANDREW WILL TAKE

Nou 1N A FEW
MINVTES TOo--

/' WE'RE FROM ATLANTA,

|1y
AND WE'E ComE FOR
THE INAUGURATION -~
| WAS BRINGING
Y BNS WERE So TWEY
CouLD SEE TJoWN
LEWIS' OFFICE.
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WE ARE OUTRAGED
AT THIS BOMBING ! How CAN

Nou ALLOW TWS ‘SorT oF &
BERAVIOR IN NASHVILLE?!
\T's A MIRACLE

NO ONE WAS KILLED!
MR.NIVIAN,

LET ME SAY--

P
you 2\l _have the poner
< Yo DESTRON His iy,
2o leb's not have awy mobs.

| wil do EVERYTHING ' can
io enfirce the laws
but | have

wibout prejudice.-= "
NO powes +o

= ri-i & force. restauant

P owners Yo serve

e
P;:ﬁ» want Fo,

WE ARE ALL CHRISTIANS
TOGETHER.- - SO LET US
PRAY TOGETHER.

PRESTIGE OF (R OFFICE

<o APPEAL To THE CITIZENS
To STOP RACIAL
DISCRAMINATION 7

| APPEAL To ALL
CTIZENS To END
DISCRIMINATION . TO
HAVE NO B\GOTRY,

NO BIAS,

NO HATRED.
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ANOTHER. TIME, WE WENT TO THE

OUTDOOR MARKET AND )\ WATCHED

MM AUNT LEOLA SHoP Fof A
CA\CKEN.

CITY PEOPLE DION'T RAISE
THER OWN GHCKENS. THEY
DD WHAT MY AUNT DID--

THAT AMAZED ME. IT WAS so
DIFFERENT FROM BACK HOME .

1 WASN'T EVEN
BOTHERED BY THE
FATE OF TMESE

CHICKENS .

MANBE THE FACT THAT | DIBN'T

KNow THEM HAD SOMETHING TO | DO KNow THAT | EA:\(

Do WM \T. | DoN'T KNow. NG PROBLEM CLEANIN
PLATE THAT EVENING.

45





EPUB/Image/page088.jpg
88

81

THE NEXT DAY, NWNETEEN STUDENTS--
BLACK. AND WHITE -~ RAD TOINED THE
ORGINAL FOUR. AT WOOLWORTH'S.

WEDNESDAY , THE NUMBER SWELLED

10 85 AND SIMILAR SIT-INS HAD B

FoRMED 1N RALEVGH AND DURMAM. = s

LT, T n
0y ﬂ.\LL =l = M““ﬁm

N
Z’:gé\ Fw. w,

e T T
[ IS

A NOUNG NORTH CARGLINA MINISTER,

DOUGLAS MOORE, wAS A FRIEND

OF TIM LAWSON AND CALLED TOo
ENCOURAGE US.

+heyve been i i
pregaciqes nats right. weNe
e, vad T, Hedre

neacly ceady.

(e
oW g g

NG

TN

I

J

ON FEBRUARY 1™, ONE WEEK.
AFTER THE GREENSBORO SIT-INS,
WE BEGAN OURS.
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WHEN THE CITY  FOLLOWED THROUGH WITH 1TS
WORKHOUSE ROUTINE, IT PROMPTED OUTRAGE FROM e —
NER THE COUNTRM. TE ORT
ALL OVER THE LEGRAMS OF SUPPOR’ € SroSENTS |

ARR\NED FROM RALPH BUF(HE, ELEANOR ROOSENELT,
OLUNTEERED AND THE
AD UARRY BELAFONTE . YONS CoONTINVED.

MUCH LIKE NASHVILLE \TSELF, MAYOR. BEN WEST

WAD A RELATVELY PROGRESSINE REPUTATION ON

RACE. IT DID NOT, HOWENER , NECESSARILY MEAN

WE WAS WILLING To RISK HIS J0B AND 8
REPUTATION TO HELP.

BUT on WARCH 34, MAYOR,
WEST ORDERED OUR. RELEASE .

WE LEFT TAIL WITH A SENSE oF TRIUMPH, AND
WEST ALSO FORMED A BIRACIAL COMMITTEE TD
STUDY SEGREGATION (N THE CTY. (N RETURN, 1
HE ASKED US TO TEMPORARILY WALT OUR SIT-INS g
WHILE THE COMMITTEE WORKED, AND WE AGREED: ‘

L

L |

ITTITITTTEL

[ |

TENEE AT sAME DAY, TME CHANCELLOR AND
TRUSTEES OF VANDERBILT UNVUERSITY ORDERED
TWE DEAN OF THE DIVINITY ScHooL To
DISMISS TIM LAWSON.

CuT OFF THE HEAD,
TuE THINKING WENT,
AND THE BODY WOULD FALL.
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SOMETIMES | COULPN'T HELP BUT SMILE--
EVEN LAUGH - WHEN SOMEONE PLAYED Suc
AN UNNATORAL ROLE.

i don't Hhink
i can do it

BUT SOMETIMES IT WAS ONE OF YOUR.
FRIENDS CALLING YOU NAMES, KNOWKING
You DowN, SPITTING oN You.

You okas
:‘Aﬂf\ﬂ‘s’?

maybe i ¢an brin

;.3:;‘, or make. +Qem.
mayoe | can dave
pebple 1o the site.

ot i can't
yokeit. i CAN'T

be fonviolent.

FoR. SoMg, 1T WAS TOO MUCH.

BUT WE NEEDED T SEE How EACH OF LS
WOULD REACT UNDER. STRESS.
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS

JOHN LEWIS is the U.S. Representative [
for Georgias fifth congressional district and
an American icon widely known for his

role in the civil rights movement.

As a student at American Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in 1959, Lewis organized
sit-in demonstrations at segregated lunch
counters in Nashville, Tennessee. In 1961,
he volunteered to participate in the Free-
dom Rides, which challenged segregation
at interstate bus terminals across the South.
He was beaten severely by angry mobs and
arrested by police for challenging the injus- Phiow by Euic Ethetijge
tice of “Jim Crow” segregation in the South.

From 1963 to 1966, Lewis was Chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC).As head of SNCC, Lewis became a nationally recognized figure,
dubbed one of the “Big Six” leaders of the civil rights movement. At the age of 23,
he was an architect of and a keynote speaker at the historic March on Washington in
August 1963.

In 1964, John Lewis coordinated SNCC effos
and community action programs during the Mississippi Freedom Summer. The follow-
ing year, Lewis helped spearhead one of the most seminal moments of the civil rights
movement. Together with Hosea Williams, another notable civil rights leader, John

to organize voter registration drives

Lewis led over 600 peaceful, orderly protestors across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in
Selma, Alabama on March 7, 1965. They intended to march from Selma to Montgom-
ery to demonstrate the need for voting rights in the state. The marchers were attacked
by Alabama state troopers in a brutal confrontation that became known as “Bloody
Sunday.” News broadcasts and photographs revealing the senseless cruelty of the segre-
gated South helped hasten the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Despite physical attacks, serious injuries, and more than 40 arrests, John Lewis re-
mained a devoted advocate of the philosophy of nonviolence. After leaving SNCC
in 1966, he continued to work for civil rights, first as Associate Director of the Field
Foundation, then with the Southern Regional Council, where he became Executive
Director of the Voter Education Project (VEP). In 1977, Lewis was appointed by Pres-
ident Jimmy Carter to direct more than 250,000 volunteers of ACTION, the federal
volunteer agency.

In 1981, Lewis was elected to the Atlanta City Council. He was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives in November 1986 and represented Georgia’s fifth district
there ever since. In 2011 he was awarded the Medal of Freedom by President Barack
Obama.

Lewis’ 1998 memoir Walking with the Wind: A Memoir of the Movement won numer-
ous honors, including the Robert E Kennedy, Lillian Smith, and Anisfield-Wolf Book
Awards. His most recent book, Across That Bridge: Life Lessons and a Vision for Change,
has won the NAACP Image Award.
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28

| IMAGINED THAT
THEY WERE MY

CONGREGATION,
b,
A\

)

1 WAS A
PREACHER. .
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UNCLE 0TS HAD ALWANS -
TAKEN A SPECIAL I\NTEREST f)
W ME, ESPECIALLY AS |
BEGAN D GRow AND
STAND OUT A LITTLE BIT--

NOT FuST WITH MY
DEVOTION To ScHOOLWORK,
BUT WITH THE WAM
\ GENERALLY ACTED.

| WAs 50 SERIOUS, VERY EARNEST,
STILL SERMONIZING WITH MY
CHICKENS, STILL PROTESTING WHEN
THAT WHITE MEAT WENT ON

THE TABLE.

| WORE A TIE OFTEN, AND
SOME OF THE GROWNULPS
TEASED ME ABOUT TWAT,
TELLING ME | DRESSED
LKE A PREACHER.

| KNOW NOW THAT UNCLE OTS SAW
SOMETHING N ME THAT | HNONT NET SEEN.

THAT 15 WHY WE TOOK OuR TRAP N TONE of 's|.
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HALLELUTAW!

il

i

i
) i‘
gyt

“ A

WE SAUW THAT EVIDENCE THE NEXT TIME
THURGOOD MARSHALL SPOKE AT FiSK.

ONCE Mou'vE BEEN
ARRESTED, YOUVE
MADE NouR. PoINT.

\F SOMEONE
OFFERS TO GET
Now 0T, MAN--
GET ouT!

BUT (T WAS SUPPORTED BY TWO BLAC
COMATTEE MEMBERS - F1SK. PRESIDENT WRIGHT,
AP T5.U, PRESIDENT W.S. DAVLS. TS FELT
LIKE BETRAMAL, AND WAS MORE EVIDENCE R
OF TVE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OUR GENERATIONS. ’..

h»-;

I

K

3
)

SIR, YOURE THE OWNER.
OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT,
AN Nou TELL VS

WHAT BUSINESS HAS
BEEN LKE?

jov Could il 2
BowLinNG BALL dowa
Cuurch Sheef, 3

o Wit awbody

ON APRIL %\ THOSE EMPTY STREETS

BROUGHT An OFFER. FROM THE MAYOR S

COMMITIEE. \T PROPOSED A SHSTEM
oF “PARTIAL INTEGRATION"--

WHICH WAS THE SAME To US
AS PARTIAL SEGREGATION.

it

THURGOSD MARSHALL WAS A
GooD MAN, BUT LISTENING TO
HiMm SPEAIC CONVINCED ME,
MORE THAN EVER, THAT oVR.
RENOLT WAS AS MUCH AGMNST
TWE TRADIT 10NAL BLACK
LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE AS \T
1okS AGRNST SEGREGATION
AND D\SCR\M\NA’"ONA
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| WROTE DR. KING A LETTER. EXPLANING THAT |
WOULD BE RETURNING TO NASHVILLE N THE FALL.

LOOKING BACK , \'T MUST'VE BEEN
THE SPIR\T OF WISTORY TAKWNG
HOLD oF MY LIFE--

//é///

/ g

BECAUSE IN NASHVILLE 1'D
MEET PEOPLE wHo OPENED
MY EVES TO A SENSE OF
VALWES THAT WoulD FOREVER
DOMINATE MY MORAL.
PHILOSOPHY--

THE WAY oF LOVE,

.

THE WAY OF NON-VIOLENCE .

3
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S0, FIVE DAYS BEFORE WM SIXTEENTH BIRTHDAY,
| PREACHED MY FIRST PUBLIC SERMON--

B = T

A PRAYING MOTHER", FROM THE |
1 “" FIRST BCOK OF SAMUEL .

BUT ONCE |
WARMED UP

TUE CONGREGATION
WARMED WP T00

AND OUT POURED THE EMOTIENS.
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DR.KING'S MESSAGE HIT ME LIKE A BOLT OF LIGKTNNG,
HE APPLIED TME PRINCIPLES OF THE CHURCH TO WHAT WAS
WAPPENING NOW, TODAY. \T WAS CALLED THE SOCIAL GOSPEL--

-~ AND | FELT LIKE HE WAS
A PREACHING DIRECTLY o ME,
i e~ =Sewu

= _—or s e >N

AT THE TIME, | couLD ONLY FIND ONE
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE . BUT 1455 WAS A
WATERSHED MEAR.

| WENT To THE ScHooL LIBRARY ON MONDAY

To FIND oUT EVERYTHING | COULD ABoLT
THIS  MAN.

o

AN TR N g 'S RN 48

o O KON a&,_} -2 gd

< N8 T (BTN

RO AR

C{ .‘,\Qﬁ

IN MA, A SECOND SUPREME COURT
RULNG IN BROWN V. BOARD PROWPTED
SEGREGATIONIST ELECTED

OFFICIALS) LIKE SENATORS TAMES
EASTLAND OF MISSISSIPPI AND STROM
THURMOND of SOUTH CARGLINA, TO
SWEAR TO TME DEATH THEIR CONTINVED
DEFIANCE OF THE COURT.

LINES WAD BEEN DRAWN.
BLOOD WAS BEGINNING
To seiLL.
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T

e

NO SCONER. DID WE TAKE ouR SEATS AT THE
UPSTAIRS COUNTER. THAN SoME YoUNG MEN
BEGAN ATTACKING THE GROUP DOWNSTAIRS.

o
=il

I
il

{51

99
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MORE OFTEN THAN | LIKED,
A GRowN WEN OR EVEN A g ro\ﬁou—rnf S:i:u“\{;%?
CHICK. WOULD DIE OF ' A FUNERAL.
MORE NATURAL CAVSES. 5

b’ Tuis wAs NOT CHUD'S PLAY.

| | WwAs GENLIWELY GRIEF- 4
é STRICKEN, AND THE SERVICES
¥

WERE PAINSTAKINGLY
PRECISE.

| WOULD GATHER WWCHEVER. OF
MU SISTERS AND BROTHERS AND

-\ COUSING | COULD.
g AND | WOULD DELIVER

A EULOGY.

AND WONDER WHAT KIND

NTS WouLD wATer
sON THEY HAD.

MY PARE!
TINY coFFIN ToiN
oF

THE NEWEST
THE NERT RowW OF SMALL

| D\RT-MOUNDED GRAVES,
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P oW AROUT THAY, BUR
| 00 KNOW ONE NG - [

S CO\—D OVTS\DE
\n THE CRRVTAL o

HANE XOV
S?

FELX 1Y, FOLKS

£\ \ou DIDNT BRNG You
WY, YOuR TITTENS Nouk.
SQA?\V‘ AND XOUR WO'L
CMOCOUKYE,, )
OU'RE SLUST NOT

\(
B GONNA MRKE \T
~oO0 LONG OVT
THERE Y
NOL KNOW .
winy 2 L 2
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BV THE TIME WE REACHED LAKE ERIE AND
TURNED gAST TOWARD BUFFALO, | WAS ABoUT READY TO BURST WITH EKCITEMENT.
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Rosh, THANK.
\ou FoR WATING.

How ARE You7 CONGRESSMAN, BEFORE
Nou GO, THERES A

MESSAGE HERE.

V' GooD, M READY.

BoB. ARE oY

MARCH 20, 1958 .

1| WAS ATTENDING FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH IN DOWNTOWN NASHUILLE .

A YouNG MAN WiLk
BE TowING LS THS
EVENING, \F You'RE
WTERESTED.

\ou €COULD LITERALLY STAND ON
THE STEPS, THROW A BASEBALL ,
AND WIT TUE STEPS OF THE

TENNESSEE STATE CAPITOL.

HE'LL BE (ONDLCTING
A WORKSHOP 6N N ON-VIOLENCE
WERE AT FIRST BAPTIST--

HIS NAME IS
TIM LAWSON

THE CONGREGATION, LED
Y KELN MILLER SMVTH,
WERE BLACK BAPDSTS wHoD
LEFT THE WHITE CHURCH
BECAUSE THEM HAD BEEN
FORCED To WORSHIP IN

THE BALCONY.
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IN MY PAN\C | HOPED SOMEHOW THE SUN'S
WEAT MIGHT DRY ITS FEATHERS
AND MAYBE REVWE \T.

INCRED\BLY, \T DID.

| NEVER FELT MORE GUWLT
THAN | DD THAT DAY,
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EVERYWHERE | WENT AROUND
THE cHickeN YARD, LIL PULLET

WouLD BE RIGHT THERE
BEHIND ME.

THEN THERE WAS
LVL PULLET, MY

FAVORTE. SHE L\WED
LONGER THAN ANY
OTHER BIRD | HAD.

SPRINGTIME WAS MY FAVORITE TIME OF
AS THE ONLY SEASON

\EAR BECAVSE \T W
WE CoulD GET BABY CHICKS.

WHEN THE HENS BEGAN LAIING THEIR
EGGS, \'D MARK EACH ONE WITH A LIGATLY
PENCILED NUMSER To HELP KEEP TRACK

S DURIG THE THREE

OF TS PROGRES
WEEKS \T TooK. To HATCH.

THE NUMBERS WERE ALWANS oDD.

NEVER EVEN. | HAD BEEN TOLD
NEVER O PUT An EVEN NUMBER

UNDER A SETTING HEN.

T WAS
BAD LuCK.

AND | wouLD CHEAT

oN THOSE SETTING HENS.
I'D TAKE A FEW FROM THE HENS

THAT WERE SETTING ON A LARGE

NUMBER. OF EGGS, AND SLIP
TMEM UNDER THE HENS THAT

WEREN'T. y

e
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\ %, 2T !
= )
2 ONE SATURDAY MORNING IN —3

~  TWE SPRINGT oF 195§ , MY —_—
FATHER DROVE ME To THE
GRETHOUND BuS STATION AGAIN .

NEITHER OF US SAID A WORD.

| BOARDED A BUS, AND
TRAVELED THE FIFTY MILES
FRoM TROY TO MONTGOMERY.

WERE Gang T
WAVE TO DRIE OVER
To THE CHVReH.

AND | PRESUME
YoU'RE ToHN LEWIS?
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WHEN 0T BACK
BAPTIST CHURCH, VT wAS LIKE
NEW YeAR'S EVE.

Il ve oER TEAMS AT KRESS'S
i 3 ot
i Bt s Bt
F.UL SME DIPN'T Kiow WHAT

[

M I

mm’lmm

5N

N\GRAS,
WGRAS \
SlCR{WHEREY

W“mnw
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OF CoURSE, YT i
oF CouRSE-— f
COME ON \N. [

\1eu—-
Nou-- YOURE

TOMN Lewis!

o TR SORRY TO

DISTURS YOV, ¢ TUST,
| MEAN WE TUsT--

CONGRESSMAN LEWIS,
TUESE ARE MY TWO SoNS,
TACOB and ESAU.

1 T
CONGRESSMAN LEWIS,
| CAN'T BELIEVE
NoU'RE HERE,

WE STOPPED BY
P BECAUSE | WANTED
MY Boys To SEE THEIR
L\KE To SEE \ HISTORY -~ | WA
MY OFFICE7 | B o RO =T
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THE THING 1S, WHEN | WAS YoUNG,

THERE WASN'T MucH OF A CiviL

RIGHTS MOVEMENT. | WANTED

To woRK AT SOMETHING, BT
GROWING LP IN RURAL

ALABAMA, MM PARENTS KNEW

\T couLP BE DANGEROUS T
MAKE ANY WAVES,

stay oot
of Yrovble.

doni¥ gek in
white people’s
way:

IN THE SUMMER. oF |95,
\ Took MM FIRST
TRIP NORTH.

OTNS CARTER, ONE oF MY
MOTHER'S BROTHERS, ARRANGED
THE ToURNEY. HE PLANNED
VT COMPLETELY FOR

MY SAKE.

HE L\VED 1N DOTHAN, ABOLT
SIXTY MILES SOUTH oF LS,
WHERE HE WAS A TEACMER
AND A SCHOOL PRINCIPAL.
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WE WANTED T CRANGE AMERICA-- TO MAKE IT SOMETHING e —————

TMERE WERE SO MANY OF US TO ARREST
THAT AS TMEY DROVE VS OFF To TAWL,

WE FILLED EVERY PADDY WAGON
THE POLICE HAD IN NASHVILLE.

THE FIRST OF MANY,
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| TOLD MY CLASSMATES .

| TOLD TWo OF My
CLOSEST FRIENDS,
BERNARD LAFNETTE
AND TAMES BEVEL.

Il 1 b pvervoNe |
THAT THE{ StioulD CoME.
THIS WORKSHOP.

A Few DAMS LATER WE HAD
ANGTHER. NON-VIOLENCE
WORKSHOP, THIS TIME W\ TH
MINISTERS AND STUDENTS

FROM A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT
Scriools NENRBY.

D LAFAHETTE WAS
BERNAETWE FIsT PEOPLE

O
To ATTEND WiITH ME.

79
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WO 1S THIS
YOUNG: MAN WHO
WANTS TO DESEGREGATE
TROY STATE?

‘ \(wm}[m[{flf/{//ﬂlllﬂﬂﬂﬂm
,

CREE vk
To MEET THE
BOY FROM TROY.

| wAS S0

3 A—

| AW Tow
ROBERT LEWS.

| SAMD MY WHOLE NAME

i
BT oo D
TROX STATE?

THEY QUESTIONED ME =
ABOLT EVERYTHING-— S

| WANT TO GO

To TROY STATE.

IF | KNEW WHAT |
wouLD REALLY FACE.
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| WAS oN MY WAY OUT THE
DOoR. To oUR 1130 AM. NASHVILE
STUDENT MOVEMENT CENTRAL
COMMITTEE MEETING WHEN

“THE PHONE RANG.
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AFTER. THAT TRIP,
HOME NEVER. FELT THE SAME,

AND NEITHER DD |

N THE FALL, | STARTED RIDING
THE BUS To SCHOOL, WHICH
SWoULD'VE BEEN FUN.

BUT 1T WAS TusT ANOTHER.

SAD REMINDER OF How DIFFERENT
OUR LWES WERE FROM THOSE

OF WHITE CHILDREN.
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WHEN | Could HEAR THE
APPROACHINGT BVS ,

AND BE OFF.
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WASHINGTON , DC — €:51 AM, JANARY 20, 2009

TAoB and ESAU...

THEY PLAY TOO MANM VIDEO
GAMES, BUT THEY wORK
HARD , THEM'RE GooD>

BOMS-— !
-~ -
| RO
A WO Gy
» y
/ i W K
| J
™ 4 - CoME by
U \ N /'8
Y
iR, THEY'LL 8E
READY FoR- ou
% FIVE MINVTES,
—
e )
\ O\
I~ i
=, /i

M REALY VERY SoRRY
WEVE TAKEN UP 50 MucH T
OF YOUR TIME, WE SHOULD

I GET GOWG,

NO,NO, PLEASE
STAY ~—-WE STLL HAVE
A LITTLE TIME. WHAT
WERE Mov GOWNG 4
To Ask-?

| GUESS,
el -~ SCHOOL .

e O
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WASHINGTON, DC -~ 2:57 AM
TANOARY 20,2009,

ok, IVE GOT
To Go.DO

{ou ALL HAVE
EVERITHING?

| THINK WERE
AL SET. BOB, ARE
\ov GOING To BE
WARM ENOUCH 7

AT WAS NINETEEN
DEGREES ON OUR CAR'S
TUERMOMETER,, AND

\T's NOT EVEN SupPoSED
To GET ABOVE FREEZLING
ToOA .

DO Nou HAVE
A SCARF?
GLovES?

PEOPLE NEED TO

00 Nou HAVE A
SCARF? MAMBE A
DIFFERENT HAT 7

o

HERE, g Mg
CONGRESSMAN -~

oL
Yxere

| HAVE GLOVES. ..
AND | THINK |
HAVE A HAT
SOMEWHERE
“Too.

SEE You. THEM NEED
To sgE {ouR FACE.

| CAVT TAKE
THE NoUNG MAN'S
SCARE. WHAT'S HE
Gong T WEARZ

89





EPUB/Image/page020.jpg
OF EVER{ONE
WHo SPOKE AT
THE MARCH,

"M THE onuy
ONE WHo's sl )Y
ARSUND.

have so many
cAeikEeNns?
well, THAT'S A
GooD QUESTION .

AS A CHILD, MY PARENTS GAVE

ME THE RESPONSIBILITY OF

TAKING CARE OF OUR FAMILY'S
CHICKENS,

20
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BY LATE AUGUST WHEN \T WAS
TIME To RETURN TO ALABAMA,

| WAS MORE THAN READY.

Y e E
£

WHEN | FINALLY ARRWED HoME,
| WAS CR{NG BECAUSE \T
FELT S0 GooD To BE BACK.
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OF COURSE, ANYONE CAN

FIGURE OuT THE DANGER

OF MAKING PETS ouT
of FARM ANIMALS-—

ESPECIALLY CHICKENS.

You GET EMOTIONALLY ATTACRED TO

AN ANIMAL DESTINED FoR THE

OINNER TABLE, AND YOU'RE ASKING
FoR A BROKEN HEART.

BuT | COULDN'T HELP

29
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vision, and he never gave up. I believe together we have created something
truly meaningful. I want to thank Nate Powell for his unbelievable tale;
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Shelf for their openness, their support, and their powerful work.
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I want to thank my Mom for the opportunities in my life that m—;/rd work and
sacrifice made possible. I am forever indebtey hn Lewis for his remarkable
life, his trust, his faith, and his friendship. Ifam in awe of Nate Powell’s talent and
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Jacob Gillison, Professor Uchimura and all of the teachers and mentors that gave

me the coura; M this road.

Andrew Aydin

f I'd like to dedicate my work on this book to the memory of Sarah Kirsch
e . (1970-2012), whose compassion, humanity, vision, and talent deeply shaped

Aﬁwwmﬁmwﬂ@\:if_wfg wife Rachel, a true
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ek are you
doing S hese,

aigec

IN TIME, EVERYONE PLAYS THE
ROLES OF PROTESTERS, THE
INSTIGATORS , AND THE RESISTANCE,

THERE MA{ BE A BLACK

PERSON PLAMING THE RoLE

oF A WHITE PERSON, OR.
VICE VERSA.

WE EACH TRIED TO Do EVERNTHING WE Could ™

TEST OURSELVES,
To BREAK EACH OTHERS SPIRITS .
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M =
: ‘
= ¥ I
S ~
WE FEEL THAT 5‘1 l’A“NG i
THESE F NES, WE WOULD.
conm G ™ A N> suPPnané \
JUSTICES AND \MMOR/ ~
0 &R

?gA 1 CES THRT WAVE BBEN
PERFORMED
col
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THAT AUGUST, AN INCIDENT OCCURRED
WHICH NO ONE CouLD IGNORE.

1N MONEY, MISSISSIPPI, THE BoDY OF
FOURTEEN-YEAR 0D EMMETT TiLL,

: WHO WAS DOWN FROM CHCAGO
VISITING RELATIVES | wAS PULLED
FRoM THE BOTTOM OF THE
TALLAHATCHIE RWER.

THE DAY BEFORE, AS HE LEFT
THE MONEY COUNTRY STORE WITH
SOME PRIENDS, EMMETT SAID

“BYE, BABY" To THE WWTE WOMAN

BEAIND THE COUNTER.

-HE NEXT DAY, =
WE WAS DEAD.

A BLACK FARMER. NAMED MOSES WRIGHT
WITNESSED THE Two WHITE MEN DRAGGING
EMMETT TILL FROM WIS RELATIVES' HOME,
AND HAD THE COURAGE To TESTIFY
AGANST THEM IN OPEN COURT.

THE AWL-WHITE TURY FOOND TWOSE TWO & . -
WHITE DEFENDANTS NOT GUILTX. X

A FEW MONTHS LATER, THEN EVEN CONFESSED
To THE MURDER. IN LOOK. MAGAZINE, BUT THERE
WAS NOTHING To BE DONE — THEY HAD ALREADY BEEN TRIED.
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~ND TWS 1S\,
THE B\GL DAY——
VTS A UNIQUELY
AMERICAN DAY,

2z, 2N
N TODAY, WE RENFFIRM
S\ R COMMITMENT TO
DEMOCRACT BY BEARING
WITNESS TO THE_PEACEFLL
TRANGFER OF OWER.
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CONGRESSMAN LEWS,
THANK DL So MUCH FOR
TAKING THE TIME T SPEAK
WITH US ToDAY. -

Y Mou WAvE MO
I \DEA How MUCH
TS MEANS TO

Ay TvE!

JoU'RE WELLOME .
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| EVEN WENT THROUGH
A PERIOD OF
PERFORMING BAPTISMS.

1| WAS TRULM INTENT

ON SAVING THE LITTLE

BIRDS' SOULS.
—

e, ———

| WAS SHOCKED.
ABSOLVTELN TERRIFIED-
| HAD TAKEN ONE OF MY
INNOCENT BABIES AND
ActuAlY KILLED T

| DIDN'T KNOW WHAT To DO.
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BUT For VANDERBILT, THINGS DIDN'T |
S PLANNED, INSTEAD, DOZENS OF FACLTY AND STAFF THREATENED TO
eSS - B RESIGN IN PROTEST, MAKING NATIONAL. HEADLINES

BY THE END OF THE MONTH WE DECIDED WE'D WAITED LONG
ENOUGH, SO ON FRIDAY THE 25% MoRE THAN A HUNDRED of
US MARCHED FROM FIRST BAPTIST CMURCH To NINE DOWNTOWN STORES.

THERE WERE NO ARRESTS THAT DAY, BUT AFTER
TENNESSEE GOVERNOR. BUFORD ELLINGTON SAW
FoOTAGE OF THE DAM'S PROTEST ON THE NATIONAL I
NEWS, HE WAS IRATE Hr ’ |
TMESE STTINS ARE i
& INSTGNTED BY, AND STAGED) gt
(( D2y - FoR THE CONVENIENCE 7\
: OF, TME COLUMBIA

| & BROMOCAST STSTEM.

QUIETLY -- ALMOST | NVISIBLY -~ WITHIN THE LOCAL
CHURCHES, A BLACK CoMMUNITY BOYCOTT oF ALL
DOWNTOWN STORES BEGAN-- WHAT SOME PEOPLE
CALLED A “SELECTNE BUNING CAMPAIGN."

\WOULD EVERYONE (N THE
CoNGREGATION Who HAS NOT
SPENT AR MONEY DOWNTOWN

PLEAsE STAND?
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00 You MEAN
THAT TO (NCLUDE
LunCH COUNTERST

LTTLE LADY, |
STOPPED SEGREGATION
SEVEN YEARS AGO AT THE
ARPORT WHEN | FIRST TOOK
OFFICE, AND THERE HAS BEEN
NO TROUBLE THERE SINCE.

THEN, MAYOR- -
Do You RECOMMEND
THAT THE LUNCH COUNTERS
BE DESEGREGATED?

anannamae

REORAFHC

L. Xvaks g v
e store. manaqers
& couse.
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